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Israel names new Jordan ambassador 

AMMAN tf.T.I — Israel has named a new ambassador to Jordan 
on Thursday, the second envoy to the Kingdom since relations 
were formally established in 1994. Oded Enin, deputy-genera] of 
A economic affair; at the Israeli foreign ministry, will succeed cur- 
*reni Ambassador Shimon Shamir, Israeli embassy officials said. 
Dr. Eran is an expen in Middle Eastern affair; and has served as a 
minister of diplomatic affairs in Washington. Israeli embassy 
spokesmen Shalom Touigeman told the Jordan Times, Dr. Eran 
played a key role in promoting the establishment of the Middle 
East Development Bank and was involved in the Amman eco- 
nomic summit of 1995, he added. Professor Shamir. 62. will leave 
Jordan by the end of this momh to return to teaching Middle East- 
ern history at Tel Aviv University. Dr. Eran's nomination needs to 
be endorsed by the Jordanian government. 
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Demirel slams Islamists 

ANKARA (R» — President Suleyman Demirel lu> crincisod 
Islamist calls for replacing Turkey's official secularism with a 
system based on Islamic law. Anatolian news agency -«aiJ on 
Friday. “Whoever brings politics into the mosque is commit- 
ting both a crime and a sin." the agency quoted Mr Dennnrl a> 
saying on Thursday night. "It is reaciionan fur anyone id wan: 
to return to the Islamic law system again.” he said. Turkey 
ceased to be an Mamie slate in the l*QH hut debate over 
whether to introduce more religion into public life has 
increased since the Islamist Welfare Parly came to power in 
coalition Iasi year. A former Welfare mayor was •urestvil Usi 
week for allegedly making a speech calling for the introduction 
of Sharia, or Islamic Law l see page 2). Mr. Demirel MJs ,i 
largely symbolic post but he is widely respected as a veteran 
politician and the head of state. 
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Netanyahu visits tomorrow; 
peace, bilateral ties on agenda 

Jordan to voice high concern over settlement 

|King, in comments upon return home, warns 
settlement construction endangers peace process 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu will visit Jordan on 
Sunday for talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
the developments in the 
Middle East peace process 
and bilateral relations, offi- 
cials from both sides said 
Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
scheduled to visit Jordan 
earlier this month, but he 
delayed the trip following 
the death of 73 Israeli sol- 
diers in a mid-air collision 
of two Israeli helicopters in 
northern Israel. 

Indications early Friday 
were that the prime mjnis- 
,ier was scheduled to visit 
k- » on Feb. 29, and Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai was due here on 
Monday. There was no 
immediate explanation for 
the change in plans. 

-Mr. Netanyahu is due 
here on Sunday and Mr. 
Mordechai has delayed his 
trip until an unspecified- 
date," said an official Jor- 
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danian source. 

Israeli embassy 

spokesman Shalom Tourge- 
man said Mr. Netanyahu, 
“accompanied by experts in 
all areas of cooperation like 
water, trade, transport and 
economy, will seek to 
advance bilateral relations." 

The prime minister will 
arrive in the afternoon and 
leave Jate Sunday after talks 
with King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s visit to 
Jordan amid a major dis- 
pute between Israel and the 
Palestinians over the Jewish 
state’s plans to build settle- 
ments in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, including Arab 
East Jerusalem (see sepa- 
rate story). 

King Hussein, who 
returned home from a visit 
to Europe and Morocco on 
Thursday, has voiced seri- 
ous concern over the Israeli 
plans, which he described 
as posing a serious threat to 
the entire Middle East 
peace process. 


In comments to reporters 
upon his return, the King 
warned that any new con- 
struction in Arab East 
Jerusalem which could pre- 
empt final negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians on the status of 
the Holy City. 

“Our stand is firm and 
principled in opposing any 
change that could adversely 
afreet the final status of the 
city which is to be dis- 
cussed by the Israelis and 
Palestinians," said the King. 

Although the future of 
Arab East Jerusalem is 
under discussion right now, 
added the King, “we would 
like to express our concern 
against any measure that 
could abort peace efforts 
and damage mutual confi- 
dence." 

According to official 
source, the King is expect- 
ed to reiterate his concerns 
to Mr. Netanyahu and urge 
him not to undertake any 
actions that would under- 
mine the peace process. 

In his comments on 
Thursday, the King, who 
visited - Britain, Germany, 


Morocco and Ireland, said 
he had reaffirmed to the 
leaders of these countries 
Jordan's stand vis-a-vis 
Arab Jerusalem and its 
importance in the peace 
process as well to the sig- 
nificance of the Holy City 
to the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. 

“We have reasserted our 
views about Jerusalem and 
our concept for a solution 
and how Jerusalem should 
remain a symbol for the fol- 
lowers of the three 
monotheistic religions and 
a symbol for Palestinian- 
Israeli peace " he said. 

The King described his 
meetings with the leaders 
of the four countries as pos- 
itive and good and gave him 
a chance to discuss various 
issues of concern to the 
Arab World and the peace 
process. 

Referring to his meeting 
with King Hassan 11 of 
Morocco the King said it 
reasserted and enhanced 
bilateral ties and helped in 
envisaging common work 

i Continued on page 7) - 


•'MIL !h'l . 

(i.- ..u>: 
■Li fiiif: 

• ■'iBfC. 


i! ?l.i> 

>.u 


U , ’ ’ i 1 


PS 


Abul Rajgheb returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Trade and Industry 
Ali Abul Ragheb returned 
home on Friday after head- 
ing the Jordanian delega- 
tion to a meeting of the 
Council of Arab Economic 
•jjriiN 'Cl/l 1 Unity in Cairo. Mr. Abul 
• 11111111' of Ragheb said that the Arab 
League organisation's 
il^ .illu'hl members agTeed unani- 
mously on setting up an 
. v. Arab free zone in 1998 and 
... K '■ j on a gradual exemption of 
■ duties on goods. 
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Iraq says 200 
companies 
opened in 1996 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq said Friday that about 
200 new companies starred 
up last year despite the 
international embargo suf- 
focating the country's 
economy. since 1990. The 
199 companies' total capi- 
talisation is more than 52.5 
million, and they do busi- 
ness in a range of areas 
including trade, industry, 
agriculture, tourism, trans- 
portation and other ser- 
vices, the official Iraqi 
News Agency (TNA) said. 

Leah Rabin denounces 
statements made 
on husband's murder 


NANTES (AFP) — The 
wife of assassinated Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin 
, r denounced Friday state- 

ments by the mother of her 
husband’s assassin claim- 
ing her son did not act 
, alone and could have been 
stopped by the secret ser- 
: vice. “There is absolutely 
no truth” to this, Leah 
Rabin said in this western 
, French city where she was 
awarded the 1996 Edict of 
Nantes Prize. She was 
reacting to a soon to be 
published article in which 
tile mother of Yigal Amir, 
convicted of killing Rabin, 
. claimed that the Israeli 
l secret service could have 
J stopped her son “at any 
P time” before he committed 
the murder on Nov. 4, 
3995 in Tel Aviv in an 
effort to halt the Middle 
East peace process. 


Decision on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
building this week — Mordechai 

Israelis 'free to build on their own land, ' and 
housing will also be offered to Palestinians . 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

WEST JERUSALEM — 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said Fri- 
day the government was 
expected to decide this week 
on a plan to build a Jewish set- 
tlement in the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Mordechai also main- 
tained that Israel would con- 
tinue to build homes of Jews 
wherever it found fit in the 
West Bank but would not 
“undermine the rights of the 
Palestinian people” 

“We have not made a final 
decision yet, and the prime 
minister will make the deci- 
sion this week," Mr. 
Mordechai said without elabo- 
ration. 

Israel Radio reported that 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu told Fri- 
day’s cabinet meeting that 
despite Palestinian opposition 
he will submit a plan for the 
construction of a Jewish 
neighbourhood on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. 

Mr. Mordechai, speaking in 
an interview with the Jordan 
Times at the Israeli prime 
ministry in West Jerusalem, 
said the Israeli government 
would also offer housing for 
Palestinians in Arab East 
Jerusalem parallel to its settle- 
ment building in the West 
Bank. 

He did not elaborate. 

Previous Israeli govern- 
ments have also said that they’ 
would build housing for 
Jerusalem Palestinians but no 
concrete step has ever been 
taken. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Thurs- 
day the project, known to 
Israelis as Har Homa, would 
be built, regardless of Palestin- 
ian protests, but he also said 
houses would also be built for 
Jerusalem's Palestinians. 

“We will build in Jerusalem 
without any conditions or lim- 
itations. We will build 
throughout the city and also in 


Har Homa.” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. *‘I also intend and there 
is work being done on the pos- 
sibilities to also allow con- 
struction for Arabs in this 
area... We will build and coor- 
dinate construction plans for 
both (Jewish and Arab) popu- 
lations.” 

According to reports in the 
Israeli press, the government 
would build 1,000 apartments 
for residents of the Umm 
Touba, next to Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. simultaneously with 
the Har Homa project. 

In his interview with the Jor- 
dan Tunes. Mr. Mordechai 
argued that Israel was perfect- 
ly justified in “ Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods in the West Bank 
and said it would not be put 
off by criticism from any quar- 
ters. 

“We haw come ba^k to our 
country after 2,000 years and 
we have a right to build in 
Arab East Jerusalem and else- 
where in our land,” said Mr. 
Mordechai, in line with the 
traditional Jewish claim to “all 
the land of Biblical Israel.” 

The Israeli defence minister 
conceded that “Palestinians 
also have rights and we would 
not do anything to undermine 
those rights." 

The planned Jabal Abu 
Ghneim project, known to 
Israelis as Har Homa, wfl] be 
built on “state-owned land," 
and will not infringe on Pales- 
tinian rights, according to the 
minister. 

Palestinians in the area say 
that the land was confiscated 
from their lands and part of 
the plot still belongs to local 
residents. 

According to a poll pub- 
lished in the Maariv newspa- 
per, nearly half of all Israelis 
support buiding the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim project. 

Forty-six per cent of those 
questioned in the Gallup poll 
favoured the Har Homa pro- 
ject while 29 per cent opposed 
it and 25 per cent said they 
had no opinion. 

Another poll, conducted by 
the D'haf Institute and pub- 


lished Friday in the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper showed 
that 38 per cent of Israelis 
wanted to see the new area 
built right away, while 31 per 
cent said they supported the 
project but that it should be 
carried out at a “favourable 
moment.” Another 24 per cent 
opposed France meanwhile 
expressed concern over the 
Israeli plan and called on 
Israel to show restraint. 

"French authorities fear that 
the “ of such projects could 
call into question the climate 
of confidence which has 
begun to develop again since 
the accord on Hebron" in Jan- 
uary, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Jacques Rummel- 
hardt said. 

“Taking into account the 
very sensitive nature of every- 
thing to do with Jerusalem, 
we hope that wisdom and 
restraint will prevail," be said. 

On the ongoing peace talks 
with the Palestinians, Mr. 
Mordechai said that at this 
point in time the best Israel 
was willing to offer the Pales- 
tinians was “autonomy of a 
scope that the Palestinians 
never experienced in their his- 
tory." 

“We are not willing to allow 
the establishment of a military 
state” of the Palestinians in the 
West Bank, he declared. 

However, Mr. Mordechai 
appeared to leave the door ajar 
for a possible Palestinian state, 
by pointing out that Israel and 
the Palestinians were negotiat- 
ing the future of the West 
Bank and Gaza. He implied 
thar once the two sides work 
out a formula in the negotia- 
tions and continue to build 
trust and mutual confidence 

Israel might be willing to look 
at the issue again. 

“Why do we have to judge 
what is going to happen” dur- 
ing and 'after the negotiations 
with the Palestinians, he said. 
"The most important thing is 
for both peoples (Israelis and 
Palestinians) to live together 
and have confidence in each 
other," he added. 



His Majesty King Hussein holds talks with Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Director Louis J. Freeh 

FBI chief ends visit after talks 
with King, Kabariti and Dughmi 


By a Jordan Times 
StafT Reporter 

AMMAN — Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Director Louis Freeh 
ended a two-day visit lo 
Jordan on Friday after 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein and senior 
officials that were believed 
to have covered Jordanian- 
U.S. cooperation in law 
enforcement as well as the 
fate of a Hamas leader 
jailed in New York. 

Officials said the focus 
of Mr. Freeh’s talks was 
means to enhance Jordan- 
ian-American cooperation 
in security-related affairs, 
but they expected the case 
of Hamas political bureau 
chief Musa Abu Marzouk 
also to have been dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Abu Marzpuk is fac- 
ing extradition to Israel 
after he dropped a legal 
fight against him being 
sent to the Jewish state, 
which has charged that he 
was involved in violent 
attacks that killed Israelis. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has 


denied ihe charges. 

Hamas has throated to 
unleash another wave of 
violence if Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk was sent to Israel, a 
threat that prompted Israeli 
security experts to advise 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to find an alter- 
nate solution. 

That solution apparently 
involves sending Mr. Abu 
Marzouk to Jordan, 
although officials here 
would not confirm that 
such a decision has been 
taken. 

Officials here confirmed 
that King Hussein was 
exerting efforts to secure 
the reFease of Mr. Abu 
Marzouk as well as Hamas 
founder Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin. 

Jordan is also trying to 
persuade Israel to release 
other Palestinian prisoners 
it holds, the officials said. 

Israeli officials con- 
firmed that Israel and the 
United States favour send- 
ing Mr. Abu Marzouk to 
Jordan, and that the issue 
was discussed by Mr. 
Freeh in Israel, his first 


stop on a three-country 
visit. 

According to Israeli 
sources. Mr. Abu Marzouk 
could be sent to Jordan if 
he undertakes a pledge lo 
shun violence. 

The sources said Mr. 
Abu Marzouk’s lawyers in 
New York were informed 
of the proposal, but the 
sources did not know what 
the response was. 

Mr. Freeh, who arrived 
here Thursday and left to 
Cairo on Friday, came to 
Jordan “in response to an 
invitation extended by law 
enforcement officials in 
Jordan.” said rhe U.S. 
embassy. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other 
senior officials took part 
in the King's meeting with 
Mr. Freeh. 

Mr. Freeh also held talks 
with Justice Minister 
Abdul Karim Dughmi. 

While in Israel, Mr. 
Freeh opened an FBI legal 
attache's office at the U.S. 
embassy and was to open a 
similar facility in Cairo. 


France sends envoy to Syria; 
Assad welcomes French role 


DAMASCUS (R) — President Hafez A1 
Assad met an envoy of the French govern- 
ment on Thursday and welcomed a French 
and European role in the U.S.-brokered 
Middle East peace process, his spokesman 
said. 

Joubran Kourieh said Jeon Claude 
Cousseran, director of the Middle East 
department at the French foreign ministry, 
conveyed a message to Mr. Assad from 
President Jacques Chirac. 

“The message dealt with the peace 
process and the contacts conducted by 
France in this respect. President Assad cave 
him a reply message." Mr. Kourieh said. 

‘Talks during die meeting dealt with 
France’s desire to play a role that would 
serve the just and comprehensive peace in 
the region " he said. 

“Cousseran expressed President Chirac's 
interest to push the peace process forward 
and to develop bilateral relations between 
Syria and France," the spokesman said. 

Diplomats said the French envoy 


explained during the meeting that Paris 
would not make any decision on sending 
rroops to South Lebanon before getting the 
approval of Syria and Lebanon. 

They said Damascus was surprised by 
reports that France was thinking about 
sending troops to South Lebanon to guar- 
antee peace in the area between Lebanon 
and Israel. 

French Defence Minister Charles Millon 
said during a visit to Israel on Feb. 1 3 that 
Paris was ready to act alongside other 
nations including the United States as a 
guarantor to a possible accord on Israel's 
border with Lebanon and Syria. 

Mr. Chirac, who developed strong ties 
with Mr. Assad in a visit to Damascus last 
year, phoned the Syrian leader on Feb. 1 1 to 
assure him of continued consultations with 
him on any peace moves, the diplomats 
said. 

Sporadic Syrian-Israeli peace talks which 
opened in 1991 are deadlocked over the 
fate of the Golan Heights. 


Netanyahu 
told he 
could be 
indicted, 
TV says 

TEL AVIV i Af-’Pi — 
Israeli Prime MinNici 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
warned by police he could 
face indictment in connec- 
tion with a scandal con- 
cerning a key government 
appointment, public televi- 
sion said Friday. 

Throe police officers who 
questioned the prime min- 
ister Tuesday night about 
the appointment ot Rom 
Bar-On us atlurncv general 
last month warned Mr 
Netanyahu that his deposi- 
tion might he used to bring 
charges against lum. the 
television said. 

The television said 
police decided to issue the 
warning three-quarters of 
an hour after the question- 
ing began when the Israeli 
leader refused to give clear 
answers to some embar- 
rassing questions. 

The prime minister hail 
said he did not remember 
some points which the 
investigators considered 
key, it added. 

“What happened really 
isn't nice." Communica- 
tions Minister Lintor Liv- 
nat told the television. She 
said that the investigation 
must be completed before 
she would say more. 

Arieh Deri’ leader of the 
Shas religious party, 
allegedly threatened Mr. 
Netanyahu before last 
month's vote on the 
Hebron accord that if Mr. 
Bar-On were not named to 
the top judicial position, 
the party would not back 
the agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

“Deri threatened 

Netanyahu: “If Bar-On is 
not appointed, you will 
have trouble from me.'" 
Mr. Deri's Former lawyer. 
Dan Avi Yitzhak, told 
investigators, according to 
Yediot. 

Mr. Deri's threat led to 
Mr. Bar-On's appointment, 
despite protests from gov - 
ernment and opposition 
leaders alike, the lawyer 
was quoted as saying. 

Because of the strong 
opposition, stemming part- 
ly from Mr. Bar-On's 
membership in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party. 
Mr. Bar-On resigned as 
attorney general after only 
a day in the job. 

According to the 10-page 
police report on Mr. Avi- 
Yitzhak's testimony. Mr. 
Netany’uhu — who was 
questioned this week for 
four hours — felt choked 
by the threat and surren- 
dered to Mr. Deri's 
demand, the paper report- 
ed. 

Mr. Avi- Yitzhak, howev- 
er. told Israel Radio Fri- 
day that the Yediot report 
was false and was made up 

(Continued on page 7) 


Russia, U.S. progress on NATO deal — Albright 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said on Friday the United States and Russia had 
made “very important progress” towards an agreement 
between Moscow and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) on European security. 

But. speaking at a news conference after two days of talks 
with Russian officials, she said some very complex ques- 
tions remained as NATO prepared to expand eastwards. 

“I think that we have made some very important progress 
on this,” she said, asked about a document which would 
define a new relationship between NATO and Russia in the 
post cold war world. 

Russia has warned NATO that its plans to grant member- 
ship to some of Moscow’s cold war allies in central and 
’Eastern Europe could upset the European security balance. 

But after NATO made clear it would not change its plans 
to cope with Russian objections. Moscow has concentrated 
on negotiating a deal which would guarantee its security 
interests. 

It remained unclear on Friday to what extent the two 


sides have agreed on the precise form of a future deal. 

Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov told the 
same news conference the two sides had agreed that the 
document to be signed by Russia and NATO must have a 
"mandatory or binding nature." 

But Ms. Albright did not address this point, and it was 
uncertain if the U.S. had agreed to it. If it had. this would 
be a substantial concession by Washington. 

Moscow has long said the deal should be binding and 
should include a NATO promise not to deploy nuclear 
forces and foreign troops on the territories of the nevv mem- 
bers. 

U.S. officials have said relations between Russia and 
NATO could be laid down in a non-binding charier. 

They have also said the document could not include pro- 
visions which would curb any rights of the nevv members. 

Mr. Primakov said Russia was doing everything it could 
to ‘’minimise the negative consequences" of NATO's 
expansion plans. 


2Jtiome & Middle East News 


Saudi oil minister 
set for U.S. visit 


but not arms talks 


KUWAIT (R) — Saudi 
Arabian Oil Minister AH 
Naimi will visit the United 
Slates next week as pan of a 
large Saudi delegation but 
he is not expected to discuss 
oil-for-arms deals. Gulf 
sources said on Thursday. 

. “I do not believe that 
there have been even indi- 
rect hints tin recent 
exchanges between the two 
allies) that there is some- 
thing like this in the air or 
laying the ground for it,” 
one source said. 

Prince Sultan, the defence 
minister, is due in France on 
Saturday and will later go to 
Washington at the head of a 
large Saudi Arabian delega- 
tion which will include Mr. 
Naimi. the trade and foreign 
ministers, a deputy finance 
minister and several other 
senior officials and minis- 
ters of state. Gulf sources 
told Reuters. 

They said the prince, a 
full brother to King Fahd. 
was going to Washington 
on an official visit in his 
capacity as second deputy 
prime minister and not only 
as defence minister of the 
world’s leading arms 
importer. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil producer and 
exporter, has had a “spe- 
cial" relationship with the 
United States since the 
modem state was formed in 
1932. 

The two sides “will con- 
duct a major policy review 
of bilateral ties, including 
oil. economic, trade, politi- 
cal. general security and 
many other issues,” said a 
Gulf source. 

There was speculation 
earlier this month that 
Prince Sultan planned to 
discuss an oil-for-arms for- 
mula with the United States 
amid speculation that Mr. 


Naimi would accompany 
him to discuss details. 

Industry experts say 
although Riyadh and Wash- 
ington have been discussing 
a Saudi requirement for 100 
fighter jets for several 
years, they doubt the two 
sides are dose to a deal. 

“Just look at what the 
White House sent Congress 
in December (proposed for- 
eign military sales). There 
is no request for fighters for 
Saudi Arabia in 1997," one 
source familiar with the 
agenda for the talks said on 
Thursday. 

Another expen earlier 
said: “I don't think a final 
announcement is imminent 
and Saudi Arabia has not 
made a formal request to 
buy F-16s.” The Lockheed 
Martin warplane is high on 
the Saudi procurement list. 

Saudi Arabia “learnt its 
lesson and this is the end of 
it,” one expert familiar with 
the programme said of 
Riyadh’s oil-for-arms con- 
tract with London in the 
mid-1980s. 

He said if Riyadh eventu- 
ally Finalised a deal for the 
fighters, state-owned Saudi 
oil company Aramco “will 
sell the oil, proceeds go to a 
trust fund at SAM A (Saudi 
.Arabian Monetary Agency 
or central bank) and then 
SAMA pays for the air- 
craft." 

In recent months Aramco 
ended a decade-old arrange- 
ment and took control of AI 
Yam amah S20 billion oil- 
for-arms deal with Britain, 
under which . Royal 
Durch/Shell group and 
British Petroleum marketed 
some Saudi crude, passing 
proceeds to British Aero- 
space to pay for the arms. 
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~ Iraq limits 

number of 
pilgrims 



MISSION IN QATAR: U.S. F15 warplanes land in a Qatari base in Doha. Some 30 U.S. warplanes started to arrive in Doha on Thurs- 
day on a temporary mission to support allied enforcement of a "no-fly zone" over southern Iraq. It is the second time an air expedi- 
tionary force has been deployed in Qatar , and follows similar deployments in Bahrain and Jordan (AFP photo) 


Iranian 
ambassador 
and consul 
quit Turkey 


I NEWS IN BRIEF | 


Iraq denies intelligence links to Lebanon arrest 


Iran tightens Islamic 
dress code for women 


Thrkey investigates 'human 
mine detectors' allegations 


ANKARA (R) — ATurkish 
parliamentary commission 
will probe accusations that 
security forces made Kurdish 
villagers act as human mine 
detectors in the fight against 
separatist rebels, a govern- 
ment deputy said on Thurs- 
day. 

But a high-ranking security 
official said he doubted the 
allegations that troops forced 
residents of Tekevler village 
to walk in front of them over 
land where mines were 
believed to have been sown. 

"1 am hearing this for the 
first time but it sounds like a 
fable. Why would they use 
people when there are mine 
detectors?" the security offi- 
cial said by telephone from 
the southeastern city of 


Diyarbakir. 

Government Deputy Musa 
Okcu said a parliamentary 
human rights delegation has 
to cany out an investigation 
in Tekevler on Friday. “The 
villagers told me that securi- 
ty forces had forced them to 
walk ahead to see if there 
were any mines on land near 
the village," Mr. Okcu told 
Reuters. 

He said no mines were 
found in (he incident which 
happened in the last week of 
December. 

More than 20,000 people 
have been killed in 12 years 
of conflict between troops 
and Kurdish Labour Parry 
guerrillas fighting for self- 
rule in the mainly Kurdish 
southeast. 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Iranian ambassador in 
Ankara, under fire for 
allegedly stirring up Islam- 
ic fundamentalism in 
Turkey, has left the coun- 
try, the Foreign Ministry 
said Friday. The Iranian 
consul to Istanbul, Moham- 
mad Reza Rashid, who also 
made remarks backing 
Islamic law in an attempt to 
support ambassador 
Mohammad Reza Bagheri 
has also left Turkey, the 
ministry added. 

“They are no longer in 
Turkey,” an official said. 
‘The ambassador has not 
officially notified the min- 
istry that he was leaving 
Turkey,” he continued, but 
did not give further details. 

•Mr." Bagheri- said Islam 
would triumph throughout • 
the world in a reference to 
the Islamic revolution in 
Iran, during Jerusalem 
night,” organised on Jan. 
3 1 by Bekir Yildiz, the pn> 
Islamic mayor of Sincan. a 
suburb of Ankara. 

Secularism is one of the 
key tenets of the modem 
Turkish state and the 
remarks, hot on the heels of 
a recent series of pro- 
lslamic remarks by mem- 
bers of the ruling Islamist 
Welfare Party, whipped up 
a stonn of protest from sec- 
ular groups. 

The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry sent a protest note 
to Mr. Bagheri. but Turk- 
ish lay circles, including 
the army, considered the 
measure inadequate. 


AMMAN (R) — An Iraqi official denied on Thursday reports 
that a man arrested in Lebanon for suspected involvement in 
the killing of Iraqi opposition figures was connected to Iraqi 
intell igence, Saadoun Dawoud. press attache at the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman, said the reports aimed at discrediting 
Baghdad and perpetuating U.N. sanctions imposed on Iraq for 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Judicial sources in Beirut said on 
Wednesday Bassam Yaaqoub Yousef. 28. had been arrested in 
a convent in Lebanon. He was being questioned over alleged- 
ly carrying out political assassinations in Kuwait, London. 
Morocco and Albania on behalf of the Iraqi intelligence, they 
said. “We completely deny any link between Bassam Yaaqoub 
Yousef and Iraqi intelligence." Mr. Dawoud said in a state- 
ment. This news...is entirely fabricated devoid of any truth, 
and paid for by Kuwaiti elements to harm Iraq's reputation and 
relations with its Arab brothers.. .to continue the oppressive 
sanctions imposed for more than six years on the women, chil- 
dren and elderly,” he said No official charges have been filed 
against Mr. Yousef who had 
last entered Lebanon on Oct. 15, 1996. 


Lebanese shepherd killed in explosion 


TYRE ( AFP) — A shepherd guarding his flock was killed in 
an explosion Thursday in South Lebanon near the Israeli- 
occupied zone, security officials said The cause of the blast 
which killed Khodr Ali She hade. 23. in the Froun area, was not 
known, they added A spokesman for the United Nations Inter- 
im Forces In Lebanon confirmed the incident and said an 
investigation into the origin of the explosion was underway. 


Water wells destroyed ih Egyptian anti -drug push 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s anti-drug squad has destroyed 100 
wells in the Sinai peninsula which drug growers used to water 
fields, the government daily Al Messa reported Thursday. The 
newspaper, quoting a security official said the measure was 
part of a major operation against drug growers in the south of 
the Sinai peninsula which was launched a few days ago. ‘The 
anti-drug squad blew up 100 wells in the Sinai which drug 
traffickers were using to water around 670 feddan of fields to 
grow narcotics.” the official told the newspaper. Around 1. 000 
police backed by armoured cars and helicopters are carrying 
out a major operation against drug growers in the region, 
destroying around 520 acres of poppy, hashish and marijuana 
fields. Fifteen people were arrested in raids launched last week. 
Egyptian police launch raids in February of evety year to 
coincide with the harvest of the drug crop. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
has issued on. Thursday a 
new stricter Islamic dress 
code for women as part of 
its campaign to turn back 
encroaching Western 
influences. 

The conservative news- 
paper Resalat published 
the guidelines laid out by 
the Martyr Ghodusi Judi- 
cial Centre, which spe- 
cialises in fighting signs of 
“decadent” Western cul- 
ture. 

Islamic law, as interpret- 
ed here, calls for prison 
terms of three months to 
one year, or fines and up to 
74 lashes of the whip for 
the following offences: 
Any woman wearing a 
“thin or short scarf in a 
way that it doesn't cover 
her entire hair and neck." 
according to an article pro- 
vided by Judge Abolfazl 
Haj Ismaeli. 

Women dressed in “mod- 
ish outfits such as suits and 
skirt without wearing a 
long overcoat on top.” 
Iranian women have been 
required to wear a rain- 
coat-like outfit over their 
regular dress and a scarf 
under the Islamic dress 


code enforced after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

But the regulations ban 
any mini or short-sleeved 
overcoat or those “flashy 
ones with fashionable cuts, 
decorated with any exotic 
insignia.” 

They also forbid women 
from wearing “short, thin 
or mismatched and glow- 
ing stockings” as well as 
those designed with 
“obscene patterns.” 

The ban includes wear- 
ing any “depraved, showy 
and glittery objects on 
hats, necklaces, earrings, 
belts, bracelets, glasses, 
headbands. rings, 

neckscarfs and ties.” 

The list extends to the 
use of “punkish insignia 
such as the head of a rabbit 
or eagle, broken or whole 
cross and foreign flags or 
other pagan symbols, like 
victory or goodbye signs” 
on the clothing. 

Clothing bearing pictures 
of foreign ; or f Iranian; 
celebrities who are sym- 
bols of sex or violence. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) ~ Iraq 
said Thursday it will limit 
the number of Iraqis making 
the pilgrimage to Mecca 
this year after announcing « 
wouid help fund the event 
for the first time since die 
1991 Gulf war. 

‘The authorities will be 
forced to limit the number of 
pilgrims because of the con 
of organising the pilgrim- 
age.” the minister of reli- 
gious affairs, Abdul Monn- 
hem Ahmad Saleh, cold offi- 
cial newspapers. 

Iraq can send 18,000 peo- 
ple under quotas set by the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference but will allow 
only men over 55 years old 
and women over 50 who 
have never made a pilgriqj. 
age to the Saudi Holy City, 
he said. 

Every Muslim is expect- 
ed to make the Hajj at. least 
once in his life if he can 
afford it. 

Iraqi pilgrims will also be 
given a special exemption to 
leave the country with $500 
each, compared to the $50 
usually imposed on Iraqi 
travellers. 

Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Al Sahaf. meanwhile, 
wrote to his counterparts in 
U.N. Security Council 
member countries to ask 
them to unblock $50 million 
in Iraqi assets frozen abroad 
for the purpose of the Hajj. 

Iraq’s religious leaders 
decreed in 1995 that Iraqis 
could not make the pilgrim- 
age because of the economic 
crisis caused by the U.N. 
sanctions imposed after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The govern men' 

announced Tuesday it 

would contribute to the costs 
of the pilgrimage for the first 
time since 1991. Unlike 
before the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis. Iraqis wanting to 
make the Hajj could receive 
no government support. 

The move came after Iraq 
resumed limited oil exports 
in December under a 


notably any representation 
of (Hollywood characters) 
Rocky and Rambo” are 
also banned. 


humanitarian deal with the 
United Nations aimed at 
helping Iraq pay for food 
and medicine in the First eas- 
ing of the sanctions. 


Held Iran editor telephones wife in Germany 


Greek-Cypriot couple ‘seeks asylum' 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A Greek-Cypriot couple have crossed 
into the Turkish-held North and asked for political asylum, in 
the first such case since Cyprus was divided in 1974, Turkish- 
Cypriot police said Thursday. 


BONN (R) — An arrested 
Iranian journalist whose fate is 
worrying the Bonn govern- 
ment has telephoned his wife 
in Germany to say he is well, 
but that he expects to be con- 
victed, the Tageszeitung daily 
said on Thursday. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel has written two 
letters to Iran concerning Faraj 
Sarkuhi, whose wife: Farideh 
Zebaijad, and two children 
live in Germany. Tehran says 
it arrested Mr. Sarkuhi for try- 
ing to leave Iran illegally ear- 


lier this month. 

Mrs. Zebaijad, in a story to 
be published on Friday, 
quotes Mr. Sarkuhi telling her 
from prison: Tara weU, lean 
even listen to the radio turd 
watch television.” 

He said he expected to be 
convicted, but did not say 
what for. 

The telephone call was the 
first confirmation that Mr. 
Sarkuhi, editor of the monthly 
Adineh (Friday), was still 
alive since he was arrested at 
the end of January. 


Mis. Zebaijad said earlier 
this week that Mr. Sarkuhi s 
brother Ismail, also under 
arrest had contacted her to 
say that if she cooperated with 
Tehran, her husband could be 
released in two or three 
months. > 

He urged her to dismiss*? ' 
forgery a letter from herbus- 
band in which he alleged he 
was held for six weeks and 
tortured by tire Iranian secret 
service in Tehran late last year 
to force him to confess to spy- 
ing for Germany. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:08 Cartoon — Mickey & 
DonaJd Adventures 

14'30.. .Cartoon — Mocmiin 

15:00 JFrench Programmes 

lfcOO .Gillette 

16:30 Doc. — Practical Guide (o 
tire Universe 

17:00 News Rash 

17:10 ..-.Drama — Blue Heelers 

18:00 French Programmes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19 ‘35 Comedy — Hangin' With 
Mr. Cooper 

20:00 Doc. — Magazine-01 

20:30 Prism 

21:10 Lois & Clark — The New 
Adventures of Superman 

22:00 -News in English 

2225 

MacGuyver 

23:00 Feature Film: "De Ja Vu 
Vanessa” 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights j 
-0:30 Aqaba (RW)| 


PRAYER TIMES 


04^0 

Fajr 

06KB. 

.(Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 


1 5K» 


17:30 


18:48 



622366 

Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Td. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba, it will be cloudy ro partly 
cloudy with a chance of showers 
and winds southerly active and 
seas rough. 

MinJMax. temp., 

Amman - ...04/08 

Aqaba 10/17 

Deserts - 04/10 

Jordan Valley 09/14 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 09. Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 97 per cent. 
Aqaba 51 percent 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 

St Man* of Nazareth Church 
SwcEfieft Tel. SI 0740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmmkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem aj Meteorology 
The affect of the cold air mass 
and the depression will Iasi until 
Sunday evening. So. it will be 
cold, cloudy, and rainy with a 
chance of mow falling over areas 
1 .200 metres above sea level and 
winds westerly active. On Mon- 
day. cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies partly cloudy 
and showers in the northern and 
central pans of the Kingdom. In 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Arafat AIAshhab 602507 

De, Ayman Al Muhraseb S75748 
Dc Jamal Jbara .84735 1 
Dr Abbas Al Hakeem .._885W6 

Firas pharmacy — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
AI Asena pharmacy. — 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...>623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dl Mitten Abu Baker ..276852 

AI Quds pharmacy 4 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Dr.HflaJAlSayed ..986702 
Khalifeh pharmacy ......985417 


Ctvfl Defence Department 

661111 

CivD Defence Immediate Rescue 

— .63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 U. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police S434Q2 

TftifBc Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints - -605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ,787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance I 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television ...........7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

-...815615 

Electric Power Company 

- 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti Airport 08- 
53200 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....63711 1 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khali di Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmetsani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher HospitaL.667 227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 126/37 

ALAhfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

.777101/3 . 

Ai-Bashin J. A&rafieh 

775111/26 

Array. Marta . 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

-.(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Rm AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


-....(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


23:50 - London ( KJ) 

01 KX) .-London. Damascus(BA) 
03:45 Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0*20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Shaim Al Sheikh (RW) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&55 -..—.Damascus (RJ) 

0*30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09ti» -Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 — - Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 — —...Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amserdam (RJ) 

16:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:35 — Vienna (RJ) 

20 : *0 Leenz(add)(RJ) 

05:35 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

1*40 —Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 — Vienna (OS) 

18:15 — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

21:00 -Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2*20 Lamaca (CY) 

Beirut (ME) 

~'T Cairo * MSl 

-3:40 ...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) F ligh ty 

06:20 .Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Aqaba (add) i RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba. Leenz(addiiRJ) 

11:05.... — Vienna (RJi 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:50 Pans. Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 ■— Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

J? :1 5 London (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

2 *°0~ Bombay (RJ) 

^ :05 Riyadh, Dhuhran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha(RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Aqaba(addnRJ) 

-1:00 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

!£??■ BeiruL Athens (OA i 

Beirut (ME) 

13.30 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

ieki 

SS Lamaca (CY) 

■ Cairo (MS l 

•» -Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (AF) 

Amsterdam I KL) 

06JO London (KJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5HX) p .m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7 JO ium. every 
Sunday 

Air. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sundav 


MARKET PftrrflS 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg.i 


Apple 700/500 

Banana. - .550/550 

Banana (imported) 1000/900 

Cabbage -.9050 

Curro < 160/120 

Cauliflower. 340/180 

Cucumber (large) 180/120 

Cucumber (small) 28 U /180 

.230/140 

Fava beans J15(Y706 

Gariie 1150/950' 

Grape fruit 180/100 

La*™ .400/320 

Marrow i large 1 300/150 

Marrow (small) 500/300 

Onion (green) 180/140 

Onion (dry) 200/1# 

Orange .45005° 

*** 900/700 

Pvppcnhnt) 280/120 

Pepper ( sweet) 280/250 

p( *«u 240/150, 
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Spinach 

ZSQflSv, 

String beaus 

850/500] 

Tomato 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 22, 1997 




Newly -appointed Iranian Ambassador to Jordan Mohammad 'All Sahbani Thursday pre- 
sents his credentials to HRH Crown Prince Hassan at the Royal Court. Three more ambas- 
sadors followed suit — Mohammad Wuld Lakhal of Mauri tani a, Juan Antonio Llardo of 
Argentina and Stanislav Polac of Poland. The ambassadors laid wreaths on the tombs of 
the late King Abdullah, founder of the Kingdom, and the late King TalaJ, father of His 
Majesty King Hussein. Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben Zeid, Acting Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Abdul Hadi Majali, King Hussein's Advisor on Tribal Affairs Hamaidi 
Fayez and Royal Court Secretary General Abdullah Sera] attended the ceremony. 

Workshop covers Jordanian anxieties 
towards the peace process 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
anxieties and apprehen- 
sions regarding the peace 
process reflect a series of 
underlying concerns and 
disappointments which 
must be appreciated by all 
parties if the peace process 
is to achieve success, a Jor- 
danian writer told a host of 
Jordanian, Palestinian, 
Egyptian and Israeli intel- 
lectuals Thursday. 

“AVe can break [these] 
concerns into five 
spheres,” said columnist 
Rami Khouri. “Economic 
and material issues, 
domestic political issues, 
regional political issues, 
international issues and 
cultural issues.” 

Mr. Khouri was address- 
ing participants in a two- 
. .day , workshop, entitled" 
“Fear of Peace” in' which 
prominent personalities 
from Jordan, Palestine, 
Egypt and Israel convened 
to discuss Arab and Israeli 
social anxieties wrought 
by the peace process. 

He' said that the peace 
process has brought disap- 
poinment to the fore in Jor- 
dan’s domestic political 
life. Beginning with the 
negotiations themselves, 
he said, Jordanians felt 
excluded from the process 
as they were never consult- 
ed nor asked to participate. 

“The manner of negotia- 
tions was problematic for 
Jordanians," he continued, 
“so, although the majority 
may have supported it 
when it was signed, people 
oppose it to spite the gov- 
ernment.” 

It also demonstrated the 
total ineffectiveness of the 
political opposition in Jor- 
dan, which frightens peo- 
ple, he said, while forcing 
people to question the 
intentions of the govern- 
ment 

“The opposition has 
done nothing of signifi- 
cance or credibility in the 
last 30 years,” he said, save 
for its anti-normalisation 
activities. 

The single most impor- 
tant cause for Jordanians' 
opposition to the current 
peace process was the 
“whimsical and arrogant 
manner” in which Israel 
deals with the Palestinians 
and other Arabs, refusing 
to recognise a pan-Arab 
identity. 

He cited the Israeli 
bombing of Lebanon in 
April and the ensuing 
death of civilians at a U.N. 
compound in Cana as a 
turning point in the Jordan- 
ian public's opinion of 
Israel, which has further 
deteriorated with the elec- 
tion of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, policies of set- 


tlement expansion. land 
confiscation and the 
reopening of a tunnel near 
A1 Aqsa mosque in 
Jerusalem. 

"We might not be able to 
do anything [to influence 
Arab- Israeli or inter-Arab 
relations], bur we care," he 
said. “But if anti-normali- 
sation is the only way that 
we can express our com- 
mon Arab identity, we 
should do it.” 

Major General Shlomo 
Gazit of the Jaffee Center 
for Strategic Research in 
Tel Aviv discussed the 
implications of the peace 
process for the 180.000 
Israeli settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, who 
now pose one of the thorni- 
est issues in negotiations. 

“I warn to make clear 
that no Israeli government 
is capable of adopting res- 
; olunods fa remove settlers 
within the 'context of a 
peace agreement with any 
Arab party." he said. 

He classified the settlers 
as being two groups: ideo- 
logues — 12-15 per cent of 
the total group — who 
moved to the territories to 
establish “Eretz Israel” and 
pragmatists who took 
advantage of economic 
incentives. 

The easiest to deal with 
at the end of the day, he 
said, will ironically be 
highly religious ideo- 
logues. 

. ‘These people have one 
fear." he said, "which is 
the success of the agree- 
ment. For them, the 
Hebron agreement is the 
beginning of the end." 

General Gazit predicted 
that this group would try to 
“sabotage" the agreement 
through political mobilisa- 
tion or ihorugh the use of 
terror against Palestinian 
or Israeli targets. 

However, he said, “once 
they realise their failure, 
they will have no reason to 
remain [in the territories].'’ 

"They didn’t go there to 
be a minority; they went as 
the forefront of an Israeli 
takeover,” he said. 

The second group, he 
said, may agree to remain 
if they are allowed to be 
Israeli" citizens in a Pales- 
tinian state, depending on 
the specifics of the agree- 
ment. 

The workshop also 
focused on cultural con- 
cerns. which, for both 
Arabs and Israelis, have 
been translated as the fear 
of a “loss of culture” and 
the fear of "cultural domi- 
nation" by one party. 

For Israelis, this trans- 
lates into fear of assimila- 
tion. said Israeli author 
Shulamith Haraven. 

"I would suggest that this 
fear is a strategy of group 
survival and lack of trust in 


a dangerous or hostile 
environment.” 

“For Israelis, this attitude 
has Biblical roots," she 
said. “Separation from 
gentiles was the order of 
the day, and was a strong 
theological tenant.” 

It was also the result of 
the nature of Jewish popu- 
lations which were 
“uprooted for genera- 
tions." 

“When a group can’t feel 
attached to a home, a land, 
a climate, etc., the group 
itself becomes home and 
ritual and custom become 
identity," she said. “Such 
attitudes are not easy to 
overcome." 

“Israelis are learning that 
a degree of fraternising 
and acquiring new dimen- 
sions of identity are not 
identical with the threat of 
annihilation by assimila- 
tion,” she said 

The Fear of Peace work- 
shop was hosted by the 
Royal Institute for Inter- 
faith Studies as part of its 
inter-faith dialogue pro- 
gramme. It opened 
Wednesday with an 
address from HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, founder of 
the institute. 

“One of the reasons [that 
we fear peace] may be that 
human beings are more 
naturally inclined towards 
a negative predisposition 
with regard to the future,” 
he said. "However, posi- 
tive attitudes must be rein- 
forced in order to impose 
an agenda for constructive 
thought and action." 

Arab and Israeli aspira- 
tions, he said, should 
include the “development 
of a peaceful cooperative, 
economically vital region 
actively involved in the 
process of democratisation 
and suffused by the rule of 
law and, observance of 
human rights. 

"[Oufs] will.be a region 
well on its way towards the 
foruxnulation of a legal, 
moral ethical code of con- 
duct -between neighbouring 
states as well as the estab- 
lishment of different policy 
criteria for the different 
sub-regions within its 
purview. 

Prince Hassan said that a 
“fundamental feature" of 
the new region will be 
“soft security" earned by 
an equitable, pluralistic 
and just human order. 

The new Middle East 
wil^ work towards a 
regional security system in 
a "verifiable weapons of 
mass destruction-free zone 
within the context of com- 
prehensive peace. 

“Nuclear weapons will 
be scrapped because they 
no longer will be necessary 
for national defence;” he 
said. 
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exhibitions 
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. * -Works by:aitist Amanda Shehadeh at the 
French Cultural Centre, until March 6. 
^Display of Jordan River Designs Products,' 

. JahaK Amman -f Tel. 613081/2jP.Until Feb. 28. - 
*Aff : ejthibiuoaliy Nazdha^ Salim; at Orient. 
Galieiiyi Isam Ajlouni St:, Shmeisani, until 
Feb. 28. . 


*Bani Hamida exhibition/sale of handiopfts 
(rugs, cushions, runners, and wall-bangings* 

. JabaL Amman (Tel 658696/7), until Feb. 28., 
♦Works by cohtemporaiy Arab, artists enti- 
tied “The New .Collection” ; at Daiat . Al 
Funuit jabal Weibtieh, (Td.643^)C)^ipiit' 
Feb;- 27. f : ,^v ' : : ... . .-V.-. b ? i. .r 


Members of municipal 
council threaten to resign 
oyer Zarqa mayor’s 
detention 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN ’ — As Zarqa 
Mayor Mustafa Fayad was 
recovering from high blood 
pressure over the weekend, 
efforts to procure his 
release from detention con- 
tinued with some members 
of the Zarqa Municipal 
Council threatening to 
resign if the mayor is not 
released on bail. 

“The council majority 
decided Friday to submit 
their resignation to the min- 
ister of municipal and rural 
affairs and the environment 
if Dr. Fayad is not released 
from prison," Deputy 
Mayor Mohammad Musa 
Ghweiri said. 

Dr. Fayad was ordered 
detained for 15 days pend- 
ing trial on Wednesday by 
Zarqa Prosecutor Azzam 
Obeidat on charges of slan- 
dering Parliament. 

A request to release the 
mayor on bail was rejected 
by the prosecutor and the 
court, the source told the 
Jordan Times Friday. 

“We are not against the 
idea of a trial, we protest 
his detention,” Mr. Ghweiri 
told the Jordan Times. 

The deputy mayor stated 
that the government 
assured him Friday that it 
would exert every effort to 
release Mr. Ghweiri on 
bail. 

"1 met Friday with the 
minister of justice and the 
speaker of the Lower 
House.” he stated, “and 1 
received a positive 
response from both.” 

Dr. Fayad was transferred 
Thursday from Berin 
prison, north of Amman, to 
Zarqa Government Hospi- 


He had been quoted as 
■describing three-fourths of 
the deputies in Parliament 
as “liars” in the Islamist 
weekly Al Sabeel. 

The mayor was also quot- 
ed as stating in the inter- 
view. “I do not like the 
whole Parliament and that 
is my opinion.” 

His statements angered 
many deputies including 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Saad 
Hayel Srour who sent a let- 
ter to Minister of Justice 
Abdul Karim Dughmi 
requesting the latter to take 
legal action. 

In a Thursday interview 
with the Arabic daily Al 
Ra’i, Dr. Fayad denied the 
statement attributed to him. 

“My intention was not to 
slander the Parliament and 
what I actually said in the 
interview was that three- 
fourths of the deputies in 
the world are liars,” he said. 

The Islamist weekly had 
interviewed both Dr. Fayad 
and his predecessor Yasser 
Omari on the municipali- 
ties’ performances during 
their respective administra- 
tions. 

The interviews were run 
opposite ro each other. 

Dr. Fayad's remarks in 
the Al Sabeel interview 
apparently came in 
response to Islamist Deputy 
Bassam Emoush’s. (Zarqa). 
remarks in two separate 
Parliamentary sessions that 
Zarqa Municipality had 
been extorting money from 
citizens and that Dr. Fayad 
had bribed a reporter by 
giving him a kiosk in return 
for news coverage. 


Indian embassy 
organising trade 
promotion week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Embassy of India in Amman 
is organising the second Indo-Jordan Trade Promo- 
tion Week from February 23 to 27, 1997, an 
Embassy of India statement said Friday. 

The objective of the week-long event is to create a 
greater awareness among the business community in 
Jordan regarding the existing potential of collabora- 
tion with their Indian counterparts, it said. 

The event was conceived to facilitate business con- 
tacts between the two countries as well as to identi- 
fy avenues for implementing joint venture collabora- 
tions and expansions of bilateral trade. 

It will* be a follow-up to the ‘Trade Promotion 
Week” held in Jan.. 1996 and aims at systematically 
actualising promotional activities in trade, 
investment, technology transfer, services and other 
industrial sectors, the embassy stated. 

As part of the second Indo-Jordan Trade Promotion 
Week, coinciding with the fiftieth anniversary of 
India’s independence, several activities are being 
organised by the Indian Embassy in Amman. 

The Jordanian business community has access to a 
comprehensive and updated computerised database 
on Indian industry and trade, the statement said. 

Several trade directories have been provided for 
complimentary distribution to interested visitors to 
the embassy, it added.- 

There will be a special focus on “thrust" products 
which hold immense potential for accelerating the 
pace of bilateral trade activities, the embassy stated. 

During the week, the commercial attache and other 
officials of the embassy will be available for consul- 
tation, guidance on specific trade-related queries and 
any other assistance required by the Jordanian busi- 
ness community, the embassy stated. 

In 1995, Indian exports of animal feed to Jordan 
totalled more than $18 million, and continues to be 
the leading item of export from India to Jordan,, it 
said. 

The embassy is holding a “buyer-seller meeting" in 
cooperation with the Federation of the Jordanian 
.Chambers of Commerce at 1 1 :00 a.m. on Feb. 26. at 
the Conference Hall of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce as pan of the Promotion Week package. 

Over 200 Jordanian businesspersons participated in 
the first Indo-Jordanian Trade Promotion Week last 
year and the upcoming fair intends to reiterate and 
further consolidate the commitment of both coun- 
tries to boosting bilateral trade, the statement con- 
cluded. 


Jordanian prisoners call for 
support of hunger strike 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Jordanian prisoners in 
Israeli jails have issued a call for support 
for a week-long hunger strike which they 
plan to stage starting Sunday in protest of 
their continued detention. 

They also addressed open letters to His 
Majesty King Hussein and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat as well as national 
and humanitarian croups in Jordan and 
Palestine. 

“We hold great hope for your help as we 
feel the dawn of freedom is approaching." 
the prisoners said in the letter. “We have 
great confidence in you and we hope that 
you will not abandon us nor leave your 
sons and freedom fighters languishing 
behind bars. You no doubt appreciate our 
struggle for freedom and we do not doubt 
your backing for us and lor our rights and 
freedom. 

“As we issue this appeal we are certain 
that you will continue to support us and 
back our moves to secure our release. Our 


slogan will always be: 'Freedom for ail 
Prisoners' the statement said. 

Palestinian detainees in Israeli jails sent a 
letter to Jordanian Ambassador to Israel 
Omar Rifai in which they said: “Today we 
are calling on you to come to the aid 01 our 
brothers, the Jordanian prisoners in Israeli 
jails, who are staging a one-week hunger 
strike ns a first step starting Sunday Feb. 22 
in protest against their continued detention 
by Israel which refuses to commit itself to 
an Israel i-Jordaniun agreement that pro- 
vides for the release of the Jordanian 
detainees in Israeli prisons." 

The Palestinian detainees in Israeli jails 
voiced solidarity wilh their Jordanian pris- 
oners and appealed for support from vari- 
ous organisations. 

The prisoners' appeal was liamled to 
Buthaina Duqmaq, a Palestinian lawyer 
durine a visit to Askelan Prison on Feb. 1 £v 


UNRWA inaugurates new services compound 


By Sacha Baggiti 

Special m the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hie inaugur- 
al ceremony Thursday for 
a new United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) services com- 
pound in the town of 
Waqqas in the north of the 
Jordan Valley, highlighted 
the agency’s new strategy 
of aiding refugees in the 
region as part of its Peace 
Implementation Pro- 
gramme (PIP). 

An exhibition of the pro- 
ject's construction plans 
boasted a four-storey 
building covering 7,000 
square' metres ” (seven 
dunums) of land provided 
by the Waqqas Municipali- 
ty- 

Designed with special 
consideration for the phys- 
ically handicapped, the 
construction of the new 
compound has been dele- 
gated to a Palestinian con- 
tractor and the project will 
reportedly, over the next 
13 months, employ local 
labour. 

“This project's use. of 
local labour is in keeping 
with UNRWA’s PIP strate- 
gy’ of self-help," said 
UNRWA Field Technical 
Officer in Jordan Roger 
Davies. 

According to Mr. Davies, 
the facility, which will 
offer integrated health and 
social services for approxi- 
mately 15.000 residents of 
Waqqas and its neighbour- 
ing villages, will combine 
a health centre, a kinder- 
garten, a community reha- 
bilitation centre, and a 
women’s programme cen- 
tre. 

The current quality of 
such services have hereto- 
fore been restricted and 
dispensed “in small and 
unsanitary separate rented 
premises," he said. 

Director of Public 
Information for UNRWA 
in Jordan Matar Saqer told 
the Jordan Times that the 
absence of suitable social 
and health facilities for the 
9,000 refugees in Waqqas 


registered with UNRWA 
hail been hindering the 
agency's desire to expand 
its services us pan of the its 
new programme. 

“The new UNRWA com- 
pound is the first of its kind 
in Jordan, as it integrates 
four fields of work in one 
building," he said. “By- 
providing easy access, the 
number of beneficiaries in 
this urea will be greatly 
increased.” 

“This is u positive reflec- 
tion of UNRWA’s peace 
implementation plan, first 
initiated in 1993.” Mr. 
Saqer added. 

In his speech at the inau- 
gural ceremony in Waqqas. 
Commissioner General for 
UNRWA Peter Hansen 
stated that the agency was 
keen ro improve the lives 
of Palestinian refugees 
both inside and outside the 
refugee camps. 

“This project for a com- 
prehensive facility demon- 
strates that Palestinian 
refugees are not simply 
passive aid recipients,*' Mr. 
Hansen said. 

According to Mr. 
Hansen, Palestinian 
refugees cooperate in the 
PIP's objective of “help for 
self-help." 

He further added that this 
project could be replicated 
in other locations in the 
region. 

“Other mayors have been 
keen to provide plots of 
land if firnding is made 
available for the construc- 
tion of similar facilities. 
These are all steps of fur- 
ther cooperation between 
UNRWA and the refugee 
community in this region," 
Mr. Hansen asserted. 

Waqqas Mayor Moham- 
mad Abdul Salam con- 
curred, stating that the new 
facility is an example "of 
the fruits of peace which 
the governments of Jordan 
and the United States, 
which remains the single 
biggest cash contributor to 
UNRWA, have been dedi- 
cated to achieving.” 

Lewis Lucke, director of 
the U.S. Aid Mission to 


Jordan — which ha.** con- 
tributed $41 HU KM ro the 
Waqqas project — praised 
UNRWA's work, stating 
that “since its inception in 
1950, the agenev has been 
a mainstay lor J.tKMl.(KH) 
Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons, provid- 
ing housing and delivering 
educational, health, and 
social ser\ ices." 

He asserted that 
"UNRWA's work contin- 
ues to be viullv important 
as the Palestinian National 
Authority il*NA) and 
Israel negotiate the final 
status of the West B.ink 
and Gaza." 

In his address at the cere- 
mony. Mr. Lucke praised 
the government of Jordan 
for "its substantial, ongo- 
ing commitment to the 
well-being of Palestinian 
refugees." 

Jordan has the "largest 
number of refugees and 
displaced persons of any 
UNRWA host country and 
provides significant mater- 
ial [aidl as moral 

and political support.” he 
continued. • — 

According ro Mr. Saqer. 
the Waqqas community 
and surrounding neigh- 
bourhoods developed us a 
direct result of people flee- 
ing areas of the West Bank, 
which ore directly opposite 
the Northern Jordan Val- 
ley. during the 194S and 
1967 wars. 

“Most of the population 
here originated from 
Bisun. they are rural peo- 
ple who historically make 
their living through agri- 
culture." he said. 

Mr. Hansen referred to 
the community's "intelli- 
gent and hardworking 
farmers - ' adding that he 
“anticipates the happy 
occasion early next year" 
when the comprehensive 
facility is opened and the 
"deserving community of 
W'aqqus” begin to reap the 
benefits of UNRWA's 
Peace Implementation Pro- 
cramme. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince visits Aqaba Region Authority 


AQABA (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben Zeid Thursday visited the 
Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) where he met with President Fayez Khusavvneh. Dr 
Khasawneh affirmed the construction of four hotels, with a total of 1.000 rooms, at the 
estimated cost of JD100 million. Dr. Khasawneh explained that ARA will M.*t up a multi- 
purpose sports hall for the handicapped on a five dunum plot of land ;is well us a kinder- 
garten for children with special needs. The kindergarten will comprise u boarding home, 
treatment and rehabilitation rooms. The authority has also prepared plans to reconstruct 
the Aqaba Grand Mosque at an estimated cost of JD 160.000. 

Ministry of Education decides upon exam schedules 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Education Friday released the genera) secondary 
certificate examination schedules for the scholastic year 1996/1997. Ministry Examina- 
tion Department Director Ahmad Salem said the ministry introduced two schedules for 
this year — one for students who have previously failed the exam and the other for those 
taking it for the first time. 

JBA to participate in Mauritanian event 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Businessmen's Association (JBA) will participate in 
the six-day meeting of the Second African- Arab Businessmen's Week, due to be held in 
Mauritania from March 17 to March 20, according to a press release issued by JBA. 
The week aims to strengthen Afro- Arab cooperation in economic, trade and financial 
fields. Taking part in the meetings will be representatives from the .Arab League, the 
Organisation of African Unity, the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific 
Organisation (ALECSO), directors of various Arab and African companies and busi- 
nesspersons. 







4 World News 


Zairean army still pursues conflict 
despite peace initiative 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Zaire is determined to fight 
rebels controlling much of 
the east of the country and 
has kept its army on a war- 
footing despite moves to 
launch peace talks with the 
guerrillas, the Defence 
Ministry said Friday. 

Even as mediation efforts 
in South Africa gathered 
pace. Deputy Defence Mi- 
nister General Likulia Bo- 
longo stressed that no 
ceasefire order had been 
issued to troops battling re- 
bel forces. 

The Zairean army “has 
been instructed to wage war 
to free the occupied regions 
and bring peace to the coun- 
try and it has not yet 
received a counter order to 
stop hostilities." Gen. 
Bolongo said in a statement 

“Negotiation is a political 
move and must not be a 
capitulation,” he added, re- 
ferring to possible talks bet- 
ween the opposing forces 
under South African media- 
tion. “Zairean army forces 
are thus determined to pur- 
sue the war to the final vic- 
tory.” 

The statement came as a 
deadline issued by rebel lea- 
der Laurent-Desire Kabila 
for talks to start expired. 

Mr. Kabila, whose rebels 


have advanced deep into 
Zaire after capturing a 
swathe of territory in the 
east late last year, warned 
that his forces would launch 
an all-out offensive if 
Kinshasa failed to respond 
to his ultimatum. 

An aide to Mr. Kabila said 
Friday that the rebel leader 
was not attending peace 
talks that South Africa is 
trying to arrange in Cape 
Town. 

A South African newspa- 
per reported Thursday that 
Mr. Kabila and an envoy 
from the Zairean govern- 
ment had arrived Wednes- 
day in Cape Town. 

Meanwhile in Kisangani, 
the northern Zairean town 
which has become a mili- 
tary base for the army’s 
counter-offensive, fears of a 
rebel attack were wide- 
spread following the expira- 
tion of Mr. Kabila's dead- 
line. 

Residents were concerned 
not only of the possible car- 
nage that an offensive could 
wreak, but also of the repu- 
tation of Zairean army for- 
ces to resort to rape and pil- 
lage in retreating from the 
attacking Tutsis. 

Some with the financial 
means and with family in 
Kinshasa have already fled 


by boat to the Zairean’ capi- 
tal. 

Meanwhile, a Zairean re- 
bel official said Friday that 
Mr. Kabila was ready for his 
forces to talk to Zairean 
government officials, but 
only if they were mandated 
to rake decisions. 

Deo Bugera, speaking in 
this rebel-held town in eas- 
tern Zaire, said Mr. Kabila 
was not yet in the South Afri- 
can city’ of Cape Town, where 
talks are expected to take 
place, despite media reports. 

Mr. Bugera said Mr. Ka- 
bila “is very much in favour 
of negotiation but not with 
people who are not mandat- 
ed to take a decision.” 

He added that Mr. Kabila 
had not yet left for South 
Africa and was “currently in 
Bukavu,” an eastern Zairean 
town held by the rebels. 

A South African newspa- 
per, the Star, reported 
Thursday that Mr. Kabila 
and a “special envoy from 
Kinshasa" had arrived in 
Cape Town late Wednesday. 
The paper quoted South 
African Foreign Affairs Di- 
rector-General Rusty Evans. 

However, at the United 
Nations in New York U.N. 
spokesman Fred Eckhard 
told reporters that Mr. Ka- 
bila was expected in South 


Africa “by the weekend” 
following the arrival of a 
government team. 

He said South African De- 
puty President Thabo Mbeki 
had informed U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan “that a 
Zairean delegation has ar- 
rived in South Africa, and 
that a delegation on the side 
of the rebels, headed by Mr. 
Kabila, is expected to arrive 
in South Africa by the week- 
end,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

Mr. Bugera however con- 
firmed that the rebels’ for- 
eign affairs “minister,” 
Bizima Kahama, “had pre- 
liminary contacts in Cape 
Town aimed at agreeing the 
scope of the negotiations ” 
with representatives of ail- 
ing Zairean President 
Mobum Sese Seko. 

South Africa has imposed 
a virtual news blackout on 
efforts to bring the two war- 
ring sides together. 

If they do meet, it will be 
the first such gathering 
since civil war broke out in 
eastern Zaire in October 
when Mr. Kabila's mainly 
Tutsi rebel forces rose up in 
a campaign to overthrow 
Mr. Mobutu. They accuse 
him of trying to deny them 
nationality and seeking to 
expel them to Rwanda, their 
ancestral home. 


Chirac: Moscow ties NATO expansion to accord 


BUCHAREST (R) 
French President Jacques 
Chirac was quoted as saying 
that Russia would accept 
the inclusion of up to five 
new members in an expand- 
ed NATO if the alliance 
signed a separate deal with 
Mos-cow. 

“Either there is this accord 
and they (Russia) are ready 
to accept the admission to 
NATO of three. Tour or five 
countries, or there is no ac- 
cord and then they will op- 
pose the expansion of the 
alliance.” Mr. Chirac told 
the Bucharest daily Adeva- 
rul on the eve of a visit ro 
Romania. 

Mr. Chirac gave no details 
of an accord but said he had 
discussed it within the 
framework of NATO expan- 


PARIS (Agencies) — Alge- 
ria’s Islamic Salvation Ar- 
my, the armed wing of the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front, said in a statement its 
guerrillas had killed over 
J SO members of the securi- 
ty force in recent clashes in 
1 3 regions across Algeria. 

The statement. sent 
Thursday to an international 
news organisation, said that 
among the government for- 
ces killed were about SO 
soldiers and paramilitaries 
shot dead in “fierce con- 
frontations" in the western 
region of Saida. 

It was not possible to ver- 
ify the statement which was 
dated Feb. 15. 

More than ISO Muslim 
guerrillas have been killed 
by the Algerian security for- 
ces in Algiers and nearby 
towns in the past four 
weeks, according to Alger- 
ian newspapers. 

Meanwhile, A moderate 
Algerian Islamic leader 
warned Thursday that it ap- 
peared some factions in Al- 
geria wanted to provoke his 
movement to violence, re- 
porting that 1 15 of his sup- 


HONGKONG (R) — Hoag 
Kong's future leader Tung 
Chee-Hwa chose continuity 
and announced Thursday he 
would reappoint Hong 
Kong’s top tier of civil ser- 
vants to their positions in 
his post-colonial adminis- 
tration. 

Hong Kong’s popular and 
influential Chief Secretary 
.Anson Chan, deputy to de- 
parting British Governor 
Chris Patten, will serve as 
Mr. Tung’s number two 
when Hong Kong reverts to 
China later this year. 

Her post will be renamed 
administrative secretary’. 


sion during talks with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
earlier this month. 

Russia has repeatedly op- 
posed NATO's eastward ex- 
pansion due to be an- 
nounced in July, but has 
said its security concerns 
could be allayed by the con- 
clusion of a separate accord 
with the Atlantic alliance. 

Foreign Ministry Spokes- 
man Sergei Yastrzhembsky 
said in Moscow before U.S. 
Secretary of Srate Made- 
leine Albright’s arrival that 
an accord “is meant to re- 
duce to a minimum the un- 
avoidable negative conse- 
quences of the bloc’s expan- 
sion.” 

In his interview, Mr. 
Chirac said Mr. Yeltsin had 
no objections to France's 


porters have been killed in 
five years. 

Ex -presidential candidate 
Mahfoud Nahnah, leader of 
the Islamic Society Move- 
ment (MSI - Hamas), said 
“certain forces" wanted to 
draw his group into the spi- 
ral of violence which has 
racked Algeria since the 
cancellation of general elec- 
tions in January 1992. 

He said the most recent 
deaths of MSI members 
were the killings of five 
young women decapitated 
and left in the street in a vil- 
lage near Algiers. He gave 
no further details. 

The Islamic leader, defea- 
ted in November 1 995 pres- 
idential ballots, accused the 
unidentified forces of “wan- 
ting to push us to dirty our 
hands and implicate us in 
the bloodshed,” in the Arab 
language Al Hayat newspa- 
pen ' 

Hamas, which recruits 
mainly among the middle 
class, is the second mosr 
important fundamentalist 
party after the banned Is- 
lamic Salvation Front (FIS). 

Mr. Nahnah believes in a 


Financial Secretary Do- 
nald Tsane would also re- 
main in his position as 
Hong Kong’s top economic 
policy planner, a decision 
likely to be welcomed by 
the markets. 

“I am very pleased that all 
eligible serving officers 
have been appointed as 
principal officials in their 
present posts," Mr. Tung 
said in a statement issued to 
the media upon his return to 
Hong Kong Thursday. 

More than 150 years of 
British rule ends at mid- 


drive to have Romania inc- 
luded in the first wave of 
expansion. “The Russians 
will not pose difficulties for 
Romania.” he told Adeva- 
rul. 

Hungary. Poland and the 
Czech Republic are favou- 
rites for rapid inclusion but 
the prospects for Romania 
and Slovenia appear to have 
improved recently. 

France, he said, would 
help Romania put ro good 
advantage its strategic posi- 
tion on 'the Black Sea and 
with ex-Soviet Ukraine as 
its northern neighbour ere- . 
a ting a land corridor to- 
wards Poland. 

“For NATO, it (Romania) 
is very important, especially 
for the southern flank of the 
alliance," he said. 


modem and tolerant Islam 
and a positive coexistence 
berween all political move- 
ments but has vowed not to 
sit down at the conference 
table with “those who come 
with a Kalashnikov.” 

Armed militants have 
threatened to kill him but he 
is equally mistrusted by 
more moderate politicians 
who have accused him of 
wanting the same objective 
ultimately as the FIS: A 
hardline Islamic state. 

Unrest has reached fever 
pitch in Algeria in recent 
weeks, with more than 400 
civilians killed by Islamic 
militant groups according to 
unofficial death tolls. 

In 1993, MSI Deputy 
Leader Mohammad Bousli- 
mani was assassinated by 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). Algeria's most hard- 
line militant group. 

U.S. officials estimate that 
60,000 people have been 
killed since the cancellation 
of the second round of gen- 
eral elections the FIS was 
poised to win five years 
ago. 


night ori June 30, 1997, now 
1 3 1 days away. 

Prominent lawyer Elsie 
Leung was named as secre- 
tary' for justice, replacing 
Attorney General Jeremy 
Mathews who. as a non-eth- 
nic Chinese, was not eligi- 
ble to remain in his posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Tung had flown to 
Beijing to report on his de- 
cision to China’s top leader- 
ship, landing in the Chinese 
capita] just hours before the 
announcement of the death 
of paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping. 


Mr. Chirac singled out the 
peaceful transfer of power 
in Romania’s elections last 
November, when centrists 
ousted ex-Communists for 
the first time since the 1989 
execution of dictator Nico- 
lae Ceausescu. 

He was expected during 
his two-day visit to back 
Bucharest’s goal of eventu- 
ally joining the European 
Union. 

France also encouraged 
Bucharest and Kiev to over- 
come differences rooted in 
World War 0 and sign a 
long-delayed post-Commu- 
nisi treaty. Mr. Chirac 
praised a similar pact which 
Romania signed with Hun- 
gary last September, ending 
old rifts over borders and 
ethnic minorities. 

U.S. moves 
to head off 
repeat of 
Cuba 

shootdown 

WASHINGTON (R> — 
The United States has 
moved to avoid a repeat of 
last year's ■ shooting down 
of Cuban exiles by Cuban 
government jets, warning 
both sides to respect the 
law during a planned exile 
demonstration next week. 

The State Department told 
Florida-based exiles plan- 
ning to fly planes near the 
coast of Cuba Monday they 
would be in “serious danger” 
if they entered Cuban air- 
space or territorial waters 
without Cuba's permission. 

But the department said 
in a statement it had also 
urged Cuba to respect the 
safety of anyone who did 
enter its territory during 
ceremonies to mark the 
first anniversary of the 
shooting down of two 
exile-operated light planes. 

At the Pentagon. Defence 
Department spokesman 
Ken Bacon told reporters 
that the U.S. military did 
nor “plan, any different pro- 
cedures or heightened 
alerts on Feb. 24 " 

The U.S. statement was 
issued hours after the Cuba 
warned that it would toler- 
ate no violations of its air- 
space or territorial waters 
during the ceremonies. 

Cuban Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Marianela 
Fenriol, asked if Cuba might 
be prepared to use force, 
said: “We will take all mea- 
sures necessary to prevent a 
violation of our airspace or 
territorial waters.” 
Cuban-American groups 
in Florida said last week 
their plans to mark the anni- 
versary included sending 
planes to international wa- 
ters between Cuba and Flori- 
da to drop wreaths over the 
sice of the plane downings. 


Algerian rebels reportedly 
kill 180 government forces 


Hong Kong’s future leader 
reappoints top colonial team 
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Pakistani policemen carry the body of a victim from the Iranian Centre m Multan 
town of Punjab province Thursday. At least eight people, including the director of the 
Iranian Cultural Centre, were balled after unidentified gunmen attacked the centre 
(Reuter photo) 

Underground Pakistani groups 
claim murder of Iranian diplomat 

Pakisan Air Force plane late 
Friday. Mushahid Hussain, 
a dose aide of Prime Mi- 
nister Nawaz Sharif, will 
accompany the body, the 
foreign office here said. 

Mr. Sharif has condemned 
the murder and ordered 
investigations into the 
killings and arrest of those 
involved in the attack. 

Officials said security had 
been tightened around Iran- 
ian installations after the 
killings. 

A foreign office spokes- 
man expressed “deep 
shock" over the murder and 
said whatever the motiva- 
tions of the perpetrators, 
“we will never allow any- 
one to disrupt our time-test- 
ed relations with Iran." 

Vowing to continue to work 
in dose concert with the gov- 
ernment of Iran in safeguard- 
ing “our deep friendship." he 
said the two countries would 
“defeat the nefarious designs 
of of such criminal and ter- 
rorist elements.” 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
militant group, named after 
the slain founder of an 
extremist Muslim faction. 
has claimed responsibility 
for the murder of an Iranian 
diplomat and six others in 
Pakistan, press reports said 
Friday. 

The claim was made in 
messages sent to newspa- 
pers late Thursday, hours af- 
ter gunmen killed seven 
people in the Iranian Cultu- 
ral Centre in Multan, inclu- 
ding the Iranian consul, 
Mohammad Ali Rahimi. 

The Lahkar-Ijhangi Group 
blamed Iran for a bomb 
blast on Jan. 18 in the east- 
ern city of Lahore. Its mes- 
sage said: “We have taken 
revenge for the terrorist act" 
in which the head of die 
Sunni militants Sipah-l-Sa- 
haba Pakisan (SSP). and 25 
others were killed. It al- 
leged that SSP leader Ziaur 
Rehman Farooqi was mur- 
dered at the “instigation” of 
Iran when he was taken un- 


der heavy police escort 
from a jail to the Lahore 
Sessions Court in connec- 
tion with sectarian violence. 

The underground group 
which had claimed respon- 
sibility for previous inci- 
dents. is named after the 
SSP founder Haq Nawaz 
Jhangvi. who was shot dead 
in 1990 in the Punjab town 
of Jhang. 

Claiming that “our targets 
are only those who are ene- 
mies of Sahaba (compan- 
ions of Prophet Muham- 
mad),” a joint statement 
from the groups’ leaders 
Abu Qasim Malik Moham- 
mad Ishaq and Mohammed 
Riaz, said that while killing 
Rahimi it did not harm the 
policemen on duty. 

The SSP, headquartered in 
Jhang, had reportedly ex- 
pelled Mr. Riaz nicknamed 
as Riaz Basra about two 
years ago for his extremist 
policies. 

Rahimi’s body is being 
flown to Iran in a special 


No progress oirN. Korean defector 
expected until after Deng funeral 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea does not expect prog- 
ress in talks with China on 
the fare of a top North Ko- 
rean defector until after the 
funeral of Chinese patriarch 
Deng Xiaoping, a senior 
official said Friday. 

“I think we can wait until 
the mourning period ends 
on Feb. 25.” Foreign Minis- 
try Asia-Pacific Affairs Di- 
rector Ryu Kwang-Sok 
said. 

“I don’t think it is desire- 
able from the point of view 
of traditional oriental eiti- 
quecre for us to give the im- 
pression that we are urging 
China on the Hwang issue 


during the mourning peri- 
od,” Mr. Ryu said. 

But he added the Chinese 
side had advised South Ko- 
rean diplomats that they 
should feel free to contact 
them “if the need arises” 
during the mourning period 
for Mr. Deng who died 
Wednesday at the age of 92. 

The defector, 74-year-old 
Hwang Yang-Yop has been 
holed up in the South Ko- 
rean consulate in Beijing 
behind heavy Chinese secu- 
rity since he walked into the 
building Feb. 12 and asked 
for asylum. 

North Korea at first angri- 
ly charged that Mr. Hwang, 


Pyongyang’s top ideologue, 
had been abducted, then 
conceded that he could have 
defected. 

Mr. Ryu also told a press 
briefing here that negotia- 
tions over the defection 
with Chinese authorities 
had “yet to reach the point 
at which we can discuss the 
terms and conditions of 
sending Mr. Hwang to the 
South.” 

The defection has posed a 
delicate problem for Beijing 
which maintains a careful 
equidistant policy towards 
the rigidly Stalinist North, 
its old ally during the 1950- 
53 Korean War, and Seoul. 


Shuttle ends successful Hubble mission 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Ho- 
nda (AFP) — The U.S. 
space shuttle Discove-ry 
landed early Friday at 
Kennedy Space Centre after 
a successful 10-day mission 
to change the Hubble space 
telescope into a “new win- 
dow” to the unknown. 

The shuttle made a 
smooth touchdown here at 
3:32 a.m. (0832 GMT), 
some -90 minutes later than 
originally planned due to 
cloud cover over the landing 
site. 

It was the ninth night lan- 
ding of the U.S. shuttle pro- 
gramme, which has run 81 
space missions. Four night 
landings, including the Dis- 
covery’s, took place at Cape 
Canaveral; the remaining 
five, at California's Ed- 
ward's Air Force Base. Af- 
ter their launch on Feb. 1 1, 
the Discovery's crew of se- 


ven astronauts gave Hubble 
a new computer system, 
installed new imaging de- 
vices and patched up the ex- 
terior of the space telescope 
over the course of five 
spacewalks totaling 33 
hours, 1 1 minutes. 

Discovery released the 
telescope early Wednesday, 
580 kilometres above the 
Earth. “You have opened a 
new window on the world.” 
NASA Admnistrator Daniel 
Goldin told the astronauts 
after the release manoeuvre. 
“We have Hubble space te- 
lescope fl.” said Ed Weiler, 
director of scientific pro- 
gramming at Johnson Space 
Centre in Houston, Texas. 

With the new equipment, 
scientists are hoping the 
Hubble telescope will see 
farther than ever, allowing 
them to observe the forma- 
tion of galaxies. 


Since it was placed in or- 
bit in 1990. Hubble has of- 
fered scientists views of the 
collision of galaxies, the 
surface of Pluto, the birth of 
stars and has revealed the 
existence of quasars. 

The telescope's exterior 
insulation, tattered and tom 
after years of exposure to 
temperature extremes, was 
repaired with makeshift 
patches during an unsched- 
uled fifth spacewalk. 

Rudd Mod who was in 
charge of the repairs, back 
on Earth, said the space 
mission was “a big success, 
including the surprises.” 

The telescope should ope- 
rate smoothly until the next 
repair mission in 1999. the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) said. Its total life 
expectancy is 15 years. 


Liz Taylor’s undergoes brain surgery 

rnc Awrin cc i afdi __ i • . .. . 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Doctors re- 
moved a benign Tumour Thursday from ac- 
tress Elizabeth Taylor's brain lining and 
predicted that she would make a full recov- 
ery. 

“The Tumour was totally removed,’’ said 
Dr. Martin Cooper, head of the Neurosur- 
gery Department at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Centre, adding that “everything went quite 
smoothly.” 

"Ms. Taylor is resting comfortably in the 
intensive care unit,” he said after leading the 
four-hour operation. He said she was re- 
covering from her anaesthesia and had 
begun moving her extremities. 

Asked at a news conference about the risk 
of epileptic seizures that sometimes follows 


brain surgery, he said there was onlv a 
small chance" this could happen, though 
it is too early to tell ” 

J hc 24 hours ^ important for her 
and we II see how she is going to do. Bu 
we expect a full recovery” Dr. Coooer 

W~ Jri S H C ^ ldrc " iSSSfiS 

were at her bedside after the operation her 
spokeswoman, Shirine Ann Cobum sJld 
Ms. Cobum sard that when she went into 
e surgery Ms. Taylor was “pretty positive 

Taylor was besieged^one^^ 5 - 
around the world and "ThanksaM S. , ■ from 

and fans for ail dreirg^ s t^ rfnendS 


130 Sri 
Lankan / 
refugees die 
on the way . 
to Indian 

-TI 

COLOMBO. (AFP) —%i 
least 130 Sri Lankan Tamil 
refugees drowned .when 
their boat capsized on.-ks 
way to India. Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas said over iheir 
clandestine radio Friday; ; . 

The overloaded boafrwas 
carrying: 150 passengers 
when if sank two days ago 
off the island's northwest- 
ern Mannar coast, the sepa- 
ratist Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said. 

The Tiger radio said only 
20 of the 150 passengers 
were rescued and quoted 
the survivors as saying the^| 
boat operator was under the 
influence of alcohol at the 
time of the tragedy. 

The Tigers said S5 bodies 
had been recovered and 
announced a day ot mourn- 
ing Saturday for the vic- 
tims. They said 62 of the 
bodies had been, identified 
while a search was on for 
the other victims. 

.The incident took place 
in an area where the gov- 
ernment has little control 
and no direct communica- 
tions are available. 

The boat tragedy oc- 
curred as thousands of gov- 
eminent soldiers kept up an 
advance to link the north- 
ern town of Vavuniya with 
the northwestern military 
base at Mannar. . 

Fourteen people were 
killed off the coast of Man- 
nar in a similar boat acci- 
dent in October when a 
craft meant to take 40 pas- v 
sencers was loaded with • 
1 10 men. women and chil- 
dren. 

An identical boat with 
105 Tamil men. women 
and children was detained 
by the Sri Lankan Navy in 
October and the passengers 
told authorities the Tigers 
forced rhem. to ,seek refuge 
. in neighbouring southern 
India. 

Sri Lanka and India have 
stepped up naval patrols to 
prevent an exodus of Tamil 
refugees fleeing to the sou- 
thern Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu, where thousands of 
Sri Lankans have already 
taken refuge over last year. 

Thousands of Sri Lankan 
Tamils fled to Tamil Nadu 
in a massive exodus after 
some 600 Tamils were 
killed in ethnic violence in 
the south of the country in 
July 1983. 

A second exodus oc-r. 
curred after the LTTE re- 
sumed its war against the 
Sri Lankan government in 
June 1990. Many went 
back over the years, al- 
though Tamil Nadu is stiU 
home to more than 100,000 
refugees. 

While nearly 57,000 of 
them are housed in Indian 
government-aided camps, 
the others live on their own 
across Tamil Nadu, which 
is home to 55 million In- 
dian Tamils. 

Alth ough support for the 
LTTE has dwindled in Ta- 
mil Nadu since the Tigers 
were blamed for former In- - 
dian Premier Rajiv Gan- 
dhi's assassination in 1991, ■ 
some political parties still 
back their cause. 

Meanwhile, a military 
transporter crashed just 
outside the Sri Lankan cap- £ 
ital Friday, killing at least " 
four soldiers and injuring 
45. officials said. 

The Russian-built Anto- ■ 
nov-32B aircraft was tak- 
ing off with a full load of ' 
security personnel when it 
plunged into a swamp . 
within the Ratmalana Air- 
port. officials said. 

They said the plane was 
on a routine flight to the 
northern air base of Palaly 
taking troops to battle sep- 
aratist Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las when the under carriage i 
collapsed, causimt the pi- 
lots to ditch the aircraft. ” 

Among die cockpit crew ' F - 
was a fanner Soviet pilot l. 
« no is helping to train Sri I. 
Lankans in the use 0 f et* : 
Russian aircraft, the- 
sources said. The air fore* * 
did not give the name of the , 
foreign pilot. fl 

The cause of the crash »Y 
was not immediately clear = 
hut witnesses said the plane *■ 
broke into two after hitting 1 
tne ground. ^ 
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Hundreds of people gather in Beijing’s central Tiananmen Square to watch the cere- 
monial lowering of the national flag at sunset Thursday. The flag had been fljing at 
half-mast throughout the day in memory of Chinese paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping, who transformed China from a backward Stalinist state to an economic 
powerhouse. Deng died in Beijing a ged 92 Wednesday {Renter photo) 

Greek court acquits Muslim journalist 


ATHENS (R) — The pub- 
lisher of a Turkish-language 
newspaper in northern 
Greece was acquitted 
Thursday in a case that had 
drawn protests from human 
rights and media groups. 

Abdul Halim Dede of the 
weekly Trakyanin Sesi 
(Thracian Voice) was 
changed over an article he 
wrote alleging that local au- 
thorities were conniving in 
a campaign to thwart com- 
munity projects for the 
Muslim minority. 

He was accused of ^sprea- 
ding false information that 
may cause public unrest or 
shake people's faith in the 
Greek state.” 


A court official in the 
town of Komotini near the 
Greek-Turkish border told 
Reuters the one-day trial 
ended with an acquittal. 

Media watchdog groups 
described the case as an at- 
tempt to muzzle a promi- 
nent voice in Greece's 
130,000-strong Muslim mi- 
nority. 

The Greek office of the 
Helsinki Watch human 
rights group campaigned to 
have the charges dropped. 

The Foreign Press Asso- 
ciation of Greece sent a de- 
fence witness to the court 
and said in a statement that 
Mr. Dede, who has been a 
stringer for Agence France 


Presse since 1987. “has al- 
ways been a veiy careful 
journalist driven only by his 
passion for the truth." 

“By prosecuting me they 
are trying to terrorise Mus- 
lims in western Thrace," 
Mr. Dede told Reuters be- 
fore the trial. 

Athens says there is no 
such thing in Greece as an 
ethnic Turkish minority but 
a Muslim community of 
various ethnic backgrounds, 
remnants of the Ottoman 
Empire which ruled the area 
until 1913. 

Ankara says Thrace's 
Muslims are Turks and their 
minority rights are violated 
by the Greek government. 


Peruvian rescuers dig for 
bodies as mudslides loom 


KERAPATA (R) — Under 
the constant threat of more 
mudslides, Peruvian rescue 
workers dug on Thursday 
for the bodies of up to 300 
peasants missing in Tues- 
day’s massive landslide 
which swept away two An- 
deaD mountainside villages. 

Working in the rain under 
dense clouds, rescuers used 
picks, spades and their bare 
hands until a fresh mudslide 
forced them to call a halt for 
the day around lunchtime. 

A column of soldiers car- 
ried jugs of gasoline and 
fu mi gators to bum and dis- 
infect the decomposing bo- 
dies of dozens of horses, 
cows and pigs, while dis- 
traught families sought des- 
perately to identify the 43 
mangled human corpses 
dug up so far. 

The few survivors told 
harrowing stories of the tor- 
rent of mud and rocks that 
crashed down on them be- 
fore dawn Tuesday. 

Jose Saavedra. 40, just ran 
out of the path of the mud- 
slide before seeing his 
home engulfed. “It was all 
so quick,” he said. “I just 
saw my house collapse with 
my family and I could not 
do anything ... The entire 
population has disap- 
peared.” 

But many corpses were 
likely to remain entombed 
forever as the 30-foot ( 10 


metres) deep mud was ex- 
pected to harden before 
they could be located. 

“It is most likely that ma- 
ny bodies are not going to 
be retrieved,'’ civil defence 
official and local Mayor 
Luis Barra Pacheco told 
Reuters. 

The civil defence said it 
was flying in eight sniffer 
dogs to help locate bodies 
closest to the mud's surface. 

Tuesday’s mudslide bu- 
ried the villages of Ccocha 
and Pumaranra in a remote 
mountainous region of 
southeast Peru. A smaller 
landslide Thursday morning 
covered the few remaining 
roofs of houses in Ccocha 
that had been poking out of 
the mud. 

Civil defence officials 
feared the rain might send 
more mud slamming into 
scores of workers at the 
base of the slide. 

The authorities tried to 
persuade hundreds of peo- 
ple from three nearby com- 
munities to move, but the 
people of Kerapata. closest 
to the disaster site, refused 
to leave their animals. 

In the nearby village of 
Tamburco relatives of the 
dead waited in lines in the 
rain to enter a makeshift 
morgue in a schoolhouse. 
Inside, mourners dressed in 
black arranged the clothing 
of their dead loved ones 


who were awaiting burial in 
black, gray and yellow cof- 
fins. 

Dressed in mourning 
black, Dina Rivas Tapia 
stared up the hill from Kera- 
pata’s town square to the 
landslide, handkerchief in 
hand. “My entire family has 
disappeared. They were 25 
people. I have no house, no 
money, I don't even have a 
bed.” 

A mass was given later 
Thursday for the victims by 
the bishop of Abancay. 
Isidro Sala Rivera. "Pain is 
a mystery.” he told hun- 
dreds of grieving worship- 
pers on the steps of the 
church in Tamburco, “but it 
is a mystery scored by 
faith.” 

Survivors spent Wednes- 
day night sleeping under 
makeshift Canvas shelters 
and in government build- 
ings in nearby villages. 

Health Minister Marino 
Costa Bauer warned of pos- 
sible epidemics among the 
250 to 600 families left 
homeless. 

After visiting the disaster 
site Wednesday, President 
Alberto Fujimori flew 
Thursday to villages in the 
northern region of San Mar- 
tin. Amazon floodwaters 
from heavy rains there trig- 
gered a mudslide that des- 
troyed the homes of 500 
families. 


Glenn announces U.S. Space Day in May 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Former Astronaut John 
Glenn said Thursday he was 
retiring from the U.S. Se- 
nate and marked the 35th 
anniversary of his orbit of 
the Earth by announcing a 
National Space Day in May 
to promote space explo- 
ration. 

Glenn, now a Democratic 
senator from Ohio, became 
the first American to orbit 
Earth on Feb. 20. 1962. He 
made three orbits in five 
hours before his Mercury 
spacecraft landed in the 
Atlantic Ocean near the Ba- 
hamas. 

“It's hard for me to be- 
lieve thai it's been 35 
years," Sen. Glenn said at a 
ceremony in Washington. ' 
"I’ve recalled it so many 
times it seems to me. ins- 
tead of 35 years, it was 
more like a month ago or 35 


days ago. 

“One of the more memo- 
rable things building up to 
my flight was a time when 
right at a lull in the commu- 
nications, (Astronaut) Scott 
Carpenter came on the in- 
tercom, just before launch, 
and said, ‘God speed, John 
Glenn.’ And those words 
still fill me with emotion to 
this day.” he added. 

“1 think it’s very appropri- 
ate that we have a day set 
aside each year for a Space 
Day. where we look for- 
ward to recounting all the 
advantages that we have 
brought back from space” 
Sen. Glenn said. 

After the Space Day cere- 
mony in Washington, Sen. 
Glenn flew to his home 
town in New Concord, 
Ohio, where he announced 
he would not run for re- 
election next year after four 


terms in the Senate. 

Sen. Glenn and other or- 
ganisers of Space Day on 
May 22 hope it will be 
marked by programmes in 
schools and communities 
across the country. They 
have established an internet 
site with news about space 
at www.spaceday.com. 

Events planned in Wa- 
shington include dedication 
of a statue of an astronaut 
and special exhibits at the 
National Air and Space Mu- 
seum. Space Day will mark 
the anniversary of President 
John Kennedy’s 1961 
speech to Congress setting 
the goal of landing Ameri- 
cans on the moon by the end 
of that decade. The first 
moon landing took place on 
July 20, 1969. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 22, 1997 


China, world mourn Deng Xiaoping 


BEIJING (R) — China is 
mounting Deng Xiaoping, 
the man who lifted it from 
rank poverty to a burgeon- 
ing economic superpower, 
while world leaders paid 
tribute to him For freeing the 
world’s most populous na- 
tion from its Socialist sha- 
ckles. 

Deng, 92 and in the ad- 
vanced stages of Parkin- 
son’s disease, died late 
Wednesday of respiratory 
failure. In the words of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, he 
bad been an “extraordinary 
figure on the world stage 
over the past two decades." 

A single red flag fluttering 
at half-mast over Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square was a 
rare public sign of sorrow at 
the loss of the chief archi- 
tect of China's capitalist- 
style reforms. 

Authorities decreed six 
days of mourning, but in 
contrast to the outpouring of 
grief following Mao Tse- 
tong's death in 1976, Bei- 
jing residents reacted calm- 
ly and analysts dismissed 
fears of an immediate po- 
wer struggle. 

The nation had long been 
prepared for the departure 
of its diminutive paramount 
leader. Last television Film 
of Deng, taken in Shanghai 
in 1994. showed an atten- 
tive daughter supporting his 
fragile five-foot ( 152 -cm) 
frame, his gravelly chain- 
smoker's voice reduced to a 
hoarse whisper. 

In Beijing Thursday, apart 
from cordons sealing off the 
alley leading to Deng's 
home near Tiananmen, 
there was little intrusive 
police or military presence 


in the capital. 

Deng's chosen heir, Jiang 
Zemin. 70. remained silent 
and invisible. The only hint 
the mantle of supreme au- 
thority had passed to the 
former tractor f acton 1 man- 
ager was an announcement 
that he would head a 459- 
strong committee to organ- 
ise Deng's funeral, set for 
next Tuesday in the Great 
Hall of the People. 

It will be a no-frills affair. 
No foreign dignitaries are 
invited. Sources said Deng 
will be cremated in a brand 
new incinerator to avoid 
contamination from other 
people's ashes, but there 
was no word on a date. 

News of Deng’s death, 
flashed around the world, 
brought a shower of trib- 
utes. Asian leaders said his 
reforms transforming China 
into an economic power- 
house had earned him a 
place among the world's 
great statesmen. 

~ From Pakistan to New 
Zealand, prime ministers 
and presidents heaped 
praise upon Deng, saying he 
would long be remembered 
for dismantling the Socialist 
chains that for decades had 
tied down China's vast pop- 
ulation. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryuiaro Hashimoto said he 
was greatly saddened at 
Deng's death and hoped it 
would not affect crucial 
Sino-Japanese relations, 
which he said were of grow- 
ing importance for peace 
and stability of the world. 

Further afield. German 
Chancellor, Helmut Kohl 
called Deng “one of the 
great leadership personoli- 


King, Crown 
Prince condole 
China 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
sent a cable of condolen- 
ces to the Chinese Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin on the 
death of China's para- 
mount leader Deng 
Xiaoping 

The king voiced regret 
for the loss of one of the 
world’s leading intellec- 
tuals, recalling Deng's 
contribution to the pros- 
perity of the Chinese 
people and the great role 
he played in internation- 
al politics. 

“In the name of the 
people of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, it's 
government and myself 
F send our deepest con- 
dolences to the family of 
the deceased and people 
of China for the loss of 
the great leader whom 
we thank for his contri- 
bution in advancing the 
relation between the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the People’s 
Republic of China. 

His Royal Highness j 
Crown Prince Hassan 
also sent his condolences 
to President Jiang on the 
death of China's para- 
mount leader. 


ties of China's recent histo- 
ry.” French President 
Jacques Chirac praised him 
as the main architect of Chi- 
na's modernisation. 

Respected rather than 
loved — Mao once culled 
him a “needle wrapped in 


cotton” — Deng guided 
China's transformation star- 
ling in 197S from Commu- 
nist backwardness to "so- 
cialism with Chinese char- 
acteristics.'’ his term lor a 
murkei-dri\ en economy. 

Yet he never wavered 
from a belief in the supre- 
macy ol" the Communist 
Party, purging two previous 
anointed successors for lib- 
eral leanings and ordering 
the army to crush pr< •-de- 
mocracy demonstrations 
around Tiananmen Square 
in 19SY. 

Historians will debate 
whether his legacy of pros- 
perous peasants and work- 
ers. enjoying unprecedented 
control over their iiscs. out- 
weighs his failure to bestow 
political freedoms. 

Nationwide iranquilliix 
was a fining tribute to a 
leader whose caiccr tracked 
China's Tumultuous 20th 
century journey from the 
Iasi emperor through ciiil 
war and resolution to fledg- 
ling superpower status. 

Deng led China from 
Mao's ultra- leftist lerxour 
and isolation to a nation at 
its most stable and prosper- 
ous for near!)' 2(H) sears. 
Death rubbed him ol lus 
cherished dream — to he ill 
Hong Kong after June 3U 
when Britain returns the 
colony. 

Taiwan, ihc nc\l target of 
Beijing's drive to recover 
all historically estranged 
territory, sent condolences 
and urged a "peace I ul. coo- 
perative. prosperous new 
era" between Taipei and 
Beijing. 

But the island, which Bei- 
jing regards as a renegade 


province, maintained a mil- 
itary alert. 

Winston Lord, former 
U.S. ambassador to Beijing 
and former assistant secre- 
tary of state for East Asian 
and Pacific affairs, said in a 
CNN interview he expected 
continuity in China in the 
.short term and saw the 

Communist Party congress 
next October ratifying Jiang 
Zemin as "first among 
equals.” 

In recent months, as the 
patriarch lay dying. Jiang 
— catapulted by Deng into 
the leadciship in the aflei- 
nutli of Tiananmen — had 
been shoring up his power 
base against possible chal- 
lenges limn figures such as 
Qiao Shi. the fortttci securi- 
ty tsar who now heads (he 
Chinese parliament, and 
Premier Li Peng. 

“Jiang has consolidated 
his position and I’ve noticed 
over the last threw" or tour 
years a growing sell -confi- 
dence. I've been m all riie 
meetings between him and 
President Clinton. ..and he 
has grown in sw*!t -confi- 
dence and usseiiivepc-s 
which I think reflects a con- 
solidation ol p»mei.‘‘ Mi 

Lord said. 

But Mi Jiang would be 
operating in a collective lea- 
dership. he s.ud 

"He can’t make decisions 
on his own like Deng Xiao- 
ping could or Mao be tore 
him. He's £>ni to foim con- 
sensus so he has a little bit 
less latitude. We don't have 
u strong emperor now. We 
have a more traditional 
technocratic leader.” 


U.S. army 
reassigns 
commander 
in sex abuse 
.scandal 


«■ 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
U.S. army said Thursday it 
has replaced with a wo- 
man the male commander 
of a training centre in Ger- 
many where three male 
instructors are alleged to 
have raped and sodomised 
female soldiers. 

The army said First Ser- 
geant George Watlington 
has been removed as head 
of the Darmstadt Training 
Centre, where 11 women 
soldiers have alleged they 
were sexually assaulted or 
harrassed by male ser- 
geants from last Novem- 
ber to January. 

Sgt. Watlington was “ad- 
ministratively reassigned” 
and replaced by Sergeant 
First Class Elizabeth Wea- 
ver at the centre, where 
soldiers arriving for duty 
in the Darmstadt area, near 
Frankfurt, attend a two- 
week orientation prog- 
ramme. 

The probe at the Darm- 
stadt Base surfaced this 
month and is the first in 
Europe after a series of 
scandals at army bases in 
the United States in recent 
months, including accusa- 
tions of sexual misconduct 
at the Aberdeen Providing 
Ground in Maryland. 

Army officials have con- 
ceded that some of the 
alleged incidents in Darm- 
stadt occurred after a spe- 
cial panel was set up to 
probe the extent of sexual 
abuse in the army around 
the world. 

The panel will visit army 
bases in Germany, Italy 
and Bosnia until early 
March to meet soldiers 
who want to report inci- 
dents of sexual abuse or 
harassment. 

The Darmstadt probe has 
so far led to two instructors 
being held in custody since 
Feb. 7 for alleged interfer- 
ence with the investigation. 
A third instructor has been 
put on leave. 

No charges have yet 
been filed against the men 
as military prosecutors 
were still investigating. 

The Stars And Stripes, the 
unofficial newspaper of the 
military, reported Thursday 
that one of the instructors 
was under investigation for 
rape, sodomy, cruelty and 
maltreatment of a subordi- 
nate and a second for the 
same charges as well as for 
indecent assault. 


Violence flares up again in Albania protests 


TIRANA (R) — Violence 
flared up in Albania's capi- 
tal as popular protests 
against the right-wing gov- 
ernment of President Sail 
Berisha. sparked by the col- 
lapse of fraudulent Pyramid 
investment schemes, en- 
tered their sixth week. 

• Riot police prevented 
about 1.000 opposition sup- 
porters from marching to 
central Tirana Thursday. 
The demonstrators hurled 
hundreds of stones at secu- 
rity forces, some of whom 
fired live rounds into the air 
to disperse the angry crowd. 

Truckloads of police, sup- 
ported by plain-clothes se- 
curity men, moved in with 
truncheons and hit several 
protesters. Witnesses said 
they saw at least four per- 
sons who were bleeding, in- 
jured either by stones or po- 
lice batons. 

The Interior Ministry said 
in a statement that five 
policemen were slightly 
wounded and seven protest- 
ers were taken to the Police 
Commissariat. 


About 7.000 protesters 
gathered earlier in a soccer 
field just outside Tirana to 
demand the government's 
resignation. 

The opposition blames 
Mr. Berisha's ruling De- 
mocratic Party for the crisis 
that engulfed Albania after 
five high-risk .investment 
funds collapsed last month, 
robbing tens of thousands of 
people of their life savings. 

Mr. Berisha. his voice 
hoarse after a week criss- 
crossing the country to try 
to win back popular sup- 
port, addressed 5,000 party 
faithful at a central Tirana 
rally. 

But, in a sign that support 
within his party may be 
slipping. 14 Democratic 
Party members of parlia- 
ment published a petition 
urging Prime Minister AJek- 
sander Meksi and his cabi- 
net to step down. 

The signatories included 
Gezim Zilja. mayor of the 
southern town of Vlore 
where three protesters were 
killed during pitched street 


battler with riot police laM 
week. 

About 60 s.udcntN in 
Vlore began a hunger strike 
to demand the government's 
resignation and full com- 
pensation for investors 
whose savings were wiped 
out when two local Pyramid 
.schemes folded. . 

About 5,000 marchers 
staged a 16th day of anti- 
government street protests 
in Vlore Thursday, witness- 
es said, and local opposition 
leaders vowed to step up 
their campaign unless the 
government heeded their 
demands. 

Penniless investors blame 
Mr. Berisha's right-wing 
government for not halting 
the growth of the schemes 
and for failing to warn them 
of the risks involved. 

“We arc here to demand not 
only our money hack but also 
all those years the govern- 
ment stole from U.S.." 
Neritun Ceka. leader of the 
Democratic Alliance Party, 
told protesiers in Tirana. 

Gei-rich-quick investment 


schemes boomed in Eu- 
rope's poorest nation after it 
begun to emerge six years 
ago from almost half a cen- 
tury Stalinist isolation, 
financial experts estimate 
that Albanians sank up to b2 
billion in such funds. 

Desperate investors 
swarmed around the head- 
quarters ol the Yefa Holding 
Group, the country's big~- 
gest company, after it pro- 
mised to refund money to 
its many thousands of small 
investors. 

Veto, which controls 
80.000 accounts, was one of 
four investment firms which 
froze client assets in Jan- 
uary. fearing a run on ac- 
counts after fixe Pyramid 
schemes failed. 

But despite Vela's pledges, 
few investors believed they 
would ever see their money 
again. "The others lied to us 
and they 're lying to us. too." 
one woman in the crowd -aid. 

A Tirana banker agreed, 
saying: "Unless the compa- 
ny gets new loans v cry 
soon, they’ll go under." 


Colombia signs anti-drug accord with wary U.S. 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombia 
signed an ami-drug ship- 
ping agreement with Wa- 
shington Thursday, a day 
after beefing up its penalties 
for drug trafficking in a bid 
to stave off threatened U.S. 
economic sanctions. 

The maritime ship-board- 
ing agreement, which clears 
the way for U.S. Coast 
Guard searches aboard Co- 
lombian vessels outside the 
country's 12-mile limit, is 
something the United States 
had sought to negotiate for 
the last six years. 

It is highly controversial. 


since politicians have bri- 
dled for years against Lhe 
idea of U.S. vessels polic- 
ing Colombians on the high 
seas, and Venezuela is the 
only other country on the 
Latin American mainland 
that has such an agreement. 

In practice, however, it 
nierel y formal i sed some- 
thing the United States has 
been doing for years with 
the quiet consent of Colom- 
bian authorities. U.S. Au- 
thorities have detained at 
least 30 Colombian ships on 
drug-smuggling charge* 
since 1990. 


Colombia is under intense 
U.S. pressure to step up its 
war against billionaire co- 
caine merchants and the 
maritime accord was inc- 
luded on a long list of de- 
mands Washington made 
last year, when it warned 
that Colombia faced a sus- 
pension of trade benefits or 
other sanctions unless its 
performance improved. 

Other demands included 
the passage of an asset forfei- 
ture law to Lake wealth away 
from convicted drug lords, 
which was approved by 
Congress late last vear. and 


suffer penalities lor traffick- 
ing. which were* passed by 
both houses of Congress in 
back-to-back session* 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 

U.S. officials were unhap- 
py last month when a Co- 
lombian judge handed 
down extremely lenient 
prison terms for brothers 
Gilbeno and Miguel Rodri- 
guez Orejuela. the top lead- 
ers of the powerful call drug 
cane I who once cornered up 
to SO per cent of the world's 
cocaine trade. The sen- 
tences could sec them walk 
free in as little as fixe vears. 


Russia celebrates half-century of Kalashnikov 


MOSCOW fR) — Fifty years and 70 million guns on. 
Russia feted Mikhail Kalashnikov Thursday, marking half 
a century' since the humble Soviet sergeant designed the 
automatic rifle that became the weapon of choice from 
Beirut to Bosnia. 

Opening an exhibition in Moscow showing dozens of the 
hundred-odd versions of his basic 1947 design — the AK- 
47 — the sprightly and diminutive 77-year-old was happy 
to take credit for what he called “my gift to the fatherland.” 

But he rejected responsibility' for the countless deaths his 
brainchild has caused across the globe, in wars and civil 
conflicts, hijackings and gangster shootouts. Most recently 
Chechen guerrillas turned Kalashnikovs on the Russian 
army with" deadly effect. Russian mafiosi shoot each other 
with them daily. 

“I want weapons to stay in the hands of responsible armed 
forces not in the hands of criminals,” Col. Kalashnikov said. 

Lionised and much-decorated by the Soviet authorities, 
for whom military' technology took precedence over all 
other fields of research. Col. Kalashnikov said he at last felt 
free to give voice to the frustrations of his early career. 

In faltering tones, he told a gathering of military brass and 
reporters of his struggle to get his design accepted in the 
face of searing scepticism on the part of established mili- 
tary engineers that a mere sergeant with no special training 
could produce a weapon to counter Nazi Germany's 
wartime technology. 


Wounded in his tank in 1941. Kalashnikov turned hi* 
mind to a reliable machine pistol after listening in the com- 
plaints of Soviet Infantrymen in hospital that their cumber- 
some carbines were no match for the light, rapid-firing 
German Schmeisscrs. 

Bui his first attempts briefly earned him arrc>i by the ever 
suspicious Stalinist authorities and the vv ur vs a* »»\ cr he tore Ins 
ideas found a willing audience among his military >uperior>. 

The collective principles of the Soviet period also seemed 
to rankle. It was a chance write-up in a U.S. magazine in the 
1660s that forced the Soviet authorities to pull Kalashnikov 
from Siberian obscurity — and promote him to colonel. 

“Before. I used to have to say 'we* designed it. It's nice 
now to be able to say T,” Col. Kalashnikov >aid Thursday. 

Russian officials say some 70 million Kalashnikov s of 
varying designs have been produced since 1947 and are 
officially in use in 55 countries. 

Rosvoonizhcniye. the state arms export agency which \< 
carving itself un increasingly profitable slice of the world arms 
market, says its AKs will remain "second to none" until at least 
2025. Many are produced in plants around the Communist and 
former Communist world from China to Europe. 

Col. Kalashnikov latterly struck up a warm personal 
friendship with the wealthy American designer of the M- 
16. and refused to be bitter that he had scarcely made a rou- 
ble from his weapon. 

“I can't afford to retire,” he joked Thursday. 
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On verge of new crisis 

THE ISRAELI government’s impending 
decision to build some 6,500 housing units 
in Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem is bound to disrupt the fragile 
peace process not only with the Palestinian 
side but also with the other Arab parties. As 
East Jerusalem occupies a central place in 
Arab and Muslim hearts and minds, any 
further attempts by Israel to create new 
facts that aim to predetermine the outcome 
of the final-status talks will most certainly 
hinder the ongoing efforts to bring the 
peace negotiations to a successful end. 

His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan and the government have 
voiced alarm at Israel's determination to 
irrevocably change the character and status 
of Arab Jerusalem. The King's first word 
upon his return on Thursday represented a 
clear warning to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu not to yield to domes- 
tic pressure and approve construction on 
Arab lands in Jerusalem. True, Mr. 
Netanyahu may risk a split in the ranks of 
his Likud-led government by not giving the 
green light for additional encroachments 
on these lands, but he would be on safer 
grounds, nationally and internationally, if 
he does not precipitate another crisis in the 
peace process. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat also has 
voiced his deepest concern about Israeli 
plans to start a new settlement in East ■ 
Jerusalem and reiterated his determination 
to raise this issue during his upcoming visit 
to Washington for talks with President Bill 
Clinton. The Clinton-Arafat talks are 
scheduled to take place on March 3. By 
then, however, an Israeli government deci- 
sion might have been taken. 

The final-status talks on Jerusalem are 
supposed to start next month. Would it not 
be infinitely more prudent for the 
Netanyahu team to put on hold its plans to 
build on land which is admittedly occupied 
territory till the two sides have had an 
opportunity to decide on the future of 
Jerusalem? What is the sense in agreeing to 
consider the final status of the Holy City if 
Israel continues to create new realities that 
aim to prejudge the outcome of these talks? 
Where is the Israeli good faith in seeking a 
negotiated settlement of all remaining issues 
dividing the two parties if the Netanyahu 
government seeks to demonstrate that it 
and it alone will decide the results of the 
final-status negotiations? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa KeUani 


Israel plans to circumvent Palestinian tourism 


PRIME MINISTER Benyamin Netanyahu is again defy- 
ing the fundamentals of the peace process by declaring his 
determination to continue building Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories, particularly Arab East Jerusalem. 

The concerted focus that His Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan gave, in their 
recent statements, to the present status of Arab East 
Jerusalem as occupied territory was prompted by the real- 
isation that the Israeli leader does not seem to have com- 
prehended the Jordanian message that any tampering with 
Arab Jerusalem was fraught with dangers. Jordan is keen 
to see Arab East Jerusalem as the political capital of an 
independent Palestinian stare and the entire Holy City 
being the religious capital of Muslims. Christians and 
Jews. 

Meanwhile, it seems that it is not only religious senti- 
ments that are driving Mr. Netanyahu and his Likudniks to 
continue their efforts to consolidate Israeli grip on Arab 
East Jerusalem. Information coming from the other side of 
the River Jordan clearly indicates that the Israeli confisca- 
tion of 6,000 dunums of land at Jabal Abu Gneim. known 
to Israelis as Har Horn ll and plans to build some 6,500 
housing units for Jews there are not only aimed at rein- 
forcing the Jewish presence io the area. The project aims 
at establishing what Israel sees as a "new Bethlehem.** 
Under the plan, every commercial activity in Bethlehem 
will be moved to the Jewish settlement at Jabal Al Gneim. 
Present proposals call for building at least 10 five star 
hotels and shopping malls exclusively allocated for Jews, 
and create a new “elite of Bethlehem” just as Israel creat- 
ed a “Nazareth elite” that excluded Arabs. The idea, it 
seems, is to maintain Bethlehem only as a religious site 
while luring away all commercial potential of tourism to 


the proposed “new Bethlehem” or Har Homa. 

If the Israeli plan for Har Homa is realised, then the pro- 
ject’s opening in 1999 would coincide with Israeli cele- 
brations of the new millennium. The celebrations, coupled 
with Pope John Paul's expected visit to the Holy Land in 
1999. would give a major boom to tourism in the area; but 
Israel is planning from now to ensure that no Palestinian is 
going to benefit from the boom. All commercial activities 
related to tourism would be moved to Har Homa: all 
tourists will be lured into staying at the hotels there; the 
proposed shopping mall there would replace the Arab- 
owned businesses in the vicinity of the Church of Nativity'. 
Buses will simply ferry tourists to the Church of Nativity 
and would take them back immediately to Har Homa. 
where they would be offered the “luxury” of shopping 
within the hotel complexes rather than the Palestinian- 
owned shops near the church itself. 

The “political challenge” that some of Mr. Netanyahu's 
allies in the coalition government has put up to pressure 
the prime minister to approve the project can easily be 
explained. Those who even threatened to bring down the 
government if no approval was given to the project are 
actually the front men of Israeli business interests. 

Palestinians have been prodded into adopting such a 
hardline stand simply because their paymasters wanted 
them to do so. Billions of shekels in profit are at stake for 
Israeli businesses which want to lead the process of creat- 
ing a “new Bethlehem." And hence the huge uproar made 
by many members of the Israeli parliament as well as 
senior politicians to pressure the prime minister. 

These well-orchestrated Israeli plans remained under 
wraps until recently. But some Palestinians have seen the 
dangers posed to their traditional livelihood in the 


Bethlehem area coming up. We therefore expect “ 
Palestinian demonstrations and protests against in Har 

H ^TmpSoS&. the Har Homa project, ^pled wi* 
continued settlement building elsewhere in the occupied 
territories, pose serious dangers to the legitimate ngms of 

the Palestinian people. .... f 

Regardless of the commercial implications of creating a 
“new Bethlehem” with all the support that the Israeli gov- 
ernment could offer it. Jabal Gneim is Palestinian territory 
and should remain so. and Israel should not tamper with 
the status of any inch of the occupied territories. It should 
live up to its commitment to the final status negotiations 
with the PaJe«‘inians and to produce an equitable solution 
that is essentially based on returning Palestinian terntoiy 
to the Palestinian people. If Mr. Netanyahu is not willing 
to accept this reality, then all those who are pinning high 
hopes on the peace process to produce a new Middle East 
are in serious trouble. If Israel has its way, then there will 
be a new Middle East, but it would not even remotely 
resemble ehe goals set out when the Arabs and Israelis got 
together in Madrid in 1992. 

Notwithstanding Loud proclamations from Washington 
that the U.S. is unable to influence Israel into accepting the 
real requirements of peace in the Middle East and all the 
statements being made hailing the Hebron agreement, the 
reality that is staring at all of us is that the peace process is 
going in the wrong direction. The only party which is able 
to stem the tide and rechannel it in the right course is 
Washington. And if it claims its inability to influence the 
outcome of the peace process, then it is shirking its inter- 
national responsibility and will be held to account by the 
future generations. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


King’s European tour, visit to Morocco 
aimed to protect Arab identity of Jerusalem 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE QUESTION of 
Jerusalem, the rights of the 
Palestinian reftigees and the 
peace process were among 
the main topics highlighted 
in the local dailies in the past 
week. Also given some 
prominence was the conflict 
in Sudan and a number of 
domestic affairs. 

Perhaps the most promi- 
nent .Arab diplomatic offen- 
sive launched to advocate 
Arab causes was that spear- 
headed this week by His 
Majesty King Hussein who 
toured several European 
countries and visited 
Morocco to rally support for 
the Arab identity of 
Jerusalem and the rights of 
the Palestinian refugees in 
their homeland, said Al Ra'i 
in an editorial. The paper 
said that King Hussein's 
tour manifested the identical 
views held by Jordan, the 
European countries as well 
as Morocco over the fact 
that Arab Jerusalem remains 
an occupied Arab territory 
and Israel's moves ro change 
its Arab and Islamic charac- 
ter are null and void. In his 
tour, said the paper, the King 
warned against ongoing 
Israeli settlement pro- 
grammes in Jerusalem and 
other parts of the occupied 
Palestinian lands, stressing 


the need for pressure to be 
exerted on Israel to haft its 
present policies. 

AJ Dustour for its part said 
that King Hussein, who has 
been advocating Jordan's 
demand for a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
Middle East, has focused in 
his tour on the need for 
implementing international 
legitimacy resolutions and 
respect of the Palestinian 
people's rights. 

The paper said that the 
..King made it clear that no 
peace can be sustained if the 
people of this region are not 
allowed to reap its benefits 
and enjoy stability, security 
and economic progress. In 
the light of the ongoing 
Israeli settlement pro- 
grammes. said the paper, the 
aspired peace remains out of 
the region's reach. 

Describing the question of 
the Palestinian refugees as a 
land mine set to explode any 
moment and ruin the peace 
process, a writer for Al Ra'i 
daily said there can be no 
meaning of any accords or 
agreements between the 
Israelis and the Arabs if the 
refugees problem remains 
unresolved. Sultan Al Hartab 
said the Palestinian refugees 
have been waiting for a solu- 
tion to their problem since 
the 1948 which saw them 
dispersed and scattered in 
Arab and foreign countries, 
deprived of their basic rights 


and their homeland. “How 
can a Jewish settler arriving 
in Israel from America or 
Europe settle on Arab lands 
in Palestine when the legiti- 
mate owners of this land 
remain displaced and home- 
less and why a resident of 
the Arab town of Hebron 
cannot return to his home 
inside the town while Jews 
from around the globe are 
brought into the .Arab land to 
settle in Arab homes seized 
by focceT asked the writer. 
He said in the past' 50 years 
the refugees have been scat- 
tered outside their homes 
and properties which were 
occupied by Israel by force 
and until now they are still 
waiting for a solution to 
their problem. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
demanded that the working 
group on refugees in the 
multilateral phase of the 
Middle East peace process 
be revived and immediately 
start discussing the future of 
the Palestinian refugees. 
Those refugees evicted from 
their homeland since 1948 
should have the right to 
compensation or repatriation 
while those evicted since 
1967 should be allowed to 
return if the peace process is 
to succeed, said Taher 
Adwan. Until the refugees 
problem has been resolved 
in a just and acceptable man- 
ner and until the Palestinians 
regain control over their 


own property and lands in 
occupied Palestine there can 
be no peace at all. he said. 
Since the refugees problem 
concerns the Palestinians 
and the Israelis as well as 
Jordan which hosts most of 
the displaced people, he 
added, a solution could also 
be worked within the frame- 
work of tripartite meetings 
in implementation of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
which provided for a solu- 
tion, to the refugees problem 
- in .addition to... . the Oslo 
accords which pave the 
ground for a Palestinian- 
Israel settlement. 

By building more settle- 
ments on the occupied 
Palestinian lands. Israel is 
planting the seeds of perma- 
nent hostility between the 
Arabs and Jews and by 
claiming that the settlements 
are necessary to ensure 
peace for the Jewish state, it 
is in fact ruining any chance 
for security in the whole 
region, said Ahmad Misleh a 
writer for Al Ra'i. 

If security is the red line 
for the Israelis. Arab lands 
constitute the red line for the 
Palestinians and if Israel 
continues to occupy Arab 
lands there can be no securi- 
ty for the Israelis, said the 
writer. The only way to 
ensure security for the 
Israelis is through peace 
which guarantees the return 
of Arab lands to their legiti- 


mate owners under interna- 
tional law and in implemen- 
tation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, contin- 
ued the writer. He expressed 
pessimism over the peace 
process in the light of 
Israel's continued settle- 
ments policy and its on 
going attempts to Judaise 
the Arab city of Jerusalem. 

Discussing the situation in 
Sudan, a writer for Al 
Dustour warned against an 
, . Arab-African ;confronration 
in the Amcari contin^it as a 
result of the conflict going' 
on in Sudan. Saleh Qallab 
said that there is also the 
danger of a Christian- 
Muslim conflict in and 
around Sudan as a result of 
interference in Sudan's 
internal affairs on the part of 
the countries neighbouring 
Sudan on the one hand and 
Khartoum's stands vis-a-vis 
these neighbours on the 
other. The wise leaders of 
the Arab World, he said, are 
called upon to defuse the sit- 
uation and prevent such 
destructive conflict and 
ought to remember that the 
Christian and Muslim coun- 
tries of Africa had refrained 
from establishing diplomatic 
ties with Israel in respect of 
their relations with the Arab 
countries and have initiated 
contacts with the Jewish 
stale only after Egypt had 
concluded a peace treaty 
with Israel. The writer said 


that the Arabs 
uneasy relations with their 
two Muslim neighbours — 
Turkey and Iran — should 
take care not to fuel new 
hostilities with their neigh- 
bours in Africa. 

A writer for Al Ra'i daily 
hailed a decision by eight 
Jordanian political parties to 
merge and form a united 
party with common political 
lines and said that the coun- 
try will reap many benefits 
from sufh development and 
}Jut an end to cotmision con- 
cerning their different ide- 
ologies. Mohammad 
Kharroub said that once the 
eight groups have united, 
they will reduce by at least 
40 per cent of the number of 
the existing political parties 
in Jordan and form the 
largest party in the country 
with a broad base encom- 
passing a wide spectrum of 
political concepts. The 
writer said. .a single strong 
party will be in i stronger 
position to address many of 
the economic ills in Jordan, 
express the majority’s views * 
concerning normalisation 
with Israel, the one-person, 
one-vote election law. cor- 
ruption issues, investment 
and social justice. The writer 
said that a single but strong 
political group will encour- 
age more and more 
Jordanians to join in and 
contribute to the develop- 
ment of their country. 


LETTERS 


Arab Nation vs Arab nations 


THE OPENING of the Palestine financial market in 
Nablus this week is a very important step towards a mar- 
ket economy and towards reconstructing Palestine on 
sound basis, said a writer for Al Ra'i. Indeed, this is a 
very vital srep towards founding the Palestine state in the 
coming months and the brains behind it are truly orient- 
ed towards opening up the Palestinian territories to the 
world economies, said the columnist, who writes under 
the pen name Meem. The creation of this financial mar- 
ker. said the writer, means the country' is moving away 
from the socialist and state-controlled economy which 
had proved ineffective and obsolete and kept many coun- 
tries in Eastern Europe and the Arab World backward and 
lacking the means for economic progress. The writer said 
the Palestine National Authority's liberal economic ori- 
entation reflects moderation, open mindedness to the 
world economic developments and displays a genuine 
desire to achieve prosperity for the Palestinian people. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour reflected on King Hussein's 
current tour abroad to muster support for the Arab coun- 
tries' causes and to rally support for a comprehensive and 
just solution to the Middle East problem. Hamadeh 
Faraaneh said the King's visit to Morocco, whose King 
Hassan II chairs a pan-Arab committee on Jerusalem, 
aimed at stimulating the committee's work in protecting 
Jerusalem's Arab identity. King Hussein's visit to Rabat 
was designed to revive King Hassan's role in connection 
with Jerusalem: and the statement that summed up the 
talks stressed the similarity in the two leaders views con- 
cerning the identity of the Arab city and the need for the 
international legitimacy to be respected and U.N. 
Security Council resolutions to be implemented, said the 
writer. King Hussein's keenness on rallying Arab ranks 
in the face of common challenges facing the Arab World 
is not a novelty but. said the writer, his trip to Rabat and 
the joint statement issued after the talks with King 
Hassan was a necessary step to be taken at this crucial 
time when Israel is going ahead with plans to Judaise 
Jerusalem and build Jewish settlements on Arab territory. 


To the Editor: 

AS SOMEONE academically trained in the study of interna- 
tional relations and comparative politics. 1 read with interest 
Rami Khouri's column “Some refreshing news on the condi- 
tion of the Arab Nation" {Jordan Times. Feb. IS, 1997). 

After reading this piece, and giving considerable thought to 
the ideas presented, two fundamental questions came to my 
mind: 

1. The macroeconomic statistics Mr. Khouri presented 
appeared to presem a positive outlook of the progress of the 
Arab Nation during the 1980-1995 period. However, macro- 
economic figures are irrelevant unless broken down to com- 
parisons of the actual changes and conditions of the individ- 
ual states comprising the .Arab Nation. 

2. The concept of an Arab Nation has always puzzled me. I 
believe there is a tendency to overuse this term, perhaps in an 
attempt to create the illusion that there exists such an entity as 
a homogeneous grouping in the world which can be described 
as an Arab Nation. 

Following are some of my ideas regarding each of the above 
points based on the fact that I have lived in this region since 
February 1992 and spent considerable years as an undergrad- 
uate. graduate and postgraduate student studying internation- 
al relations with concentrations in the Middle East. 

Any statistician will exercise caution when using macroeco- 
nomic statistics. This is perhaps even more important in eval- 
uating the changes in die Arab Nation during the 1980-1995 
period. While Mr. Khouri cites such macro figures as popula- 
tion increase IS253 million in 1995. an increase of 26 percent) 
and gross domestic product ($529 billion in 1995. an increase 
of 21 per cent), he does discuss what impact these increases 
have had upon individual nation-states which comprise the 
overall Arab Nation. 

I would suggest that these overall macro-statistics distort the 
actual conditions within the Arab World. This distortion is 
based upon several considerations: 

I. Wealth within this group is skewed — a minority of peo- 
ple possesses a disproportionate amount of wealth. Saudi' 
Arabia and the Gulf states represent a small percentage of the 


overall population, however, they possess a considerable 
amount of wealth due to their oil resources. 

2. Macroeconomic figures suggest a per capita income of 
$2,091 for this population base. However, the discrepancies 
between states such as Kuwait and Jordan are very consider- 
able. 

3. Population increase must also be analysed in a qualitative 
not merely quantitative manner. Imagine the impact of a 2.6 
per cent increase in the population of a state such as Egypt, 
compared to that of Oman. Given the actual conditions in the 
two countries, i.e., per capita GDP. standards of living, 
employment figures, etc.. Egypt can ill-afford to sustain this 
level of population growth whereas for Oman, a higher level 
is probably necessary. 

4. Mr. Khouri considers the decrease in public spending as 
best news, stating that such expenditures have declined for the 
fourth year in a row. Again, I would question whether this 
decline is reflective of all individual states or whether those 
states with considerable larger populations, such as Egypt, 
who have also embarked upon serious efforts to privatise their 
economies, cancelled out the lack of efforts to curb govern- 
ment spending by the “welfare Gulf states.” 

1 would like to mention that my comments reflect my reac- 
tion to the views presented by Mr. Khouri as l have not 
reviewed the “1996 unified Arab Economic Report” and am 
basing my points merely on those he has raised. 

Since relocating to the Middle East in 1992. I have read 
innumerable references ro the concept of Arab Nation. 
Perhaps it is my training in international relations, but I find it 
difficult to understand this concept and, perhaps more impor- 
tantly. to accept its utility in analysing this part of the world. 

To me. the use of the concept of an “Arab Nation” creates as 
much confusion in understanding the Middle East (and North 
Africa) as would the use of the concepts “European Nation" 
and “Latin American Nation" when trying to comprehend 
those regions. On the face of it, Europe and Latin America 
possess similar characteristics which would suggest they are 
nations: common religions, histories, languages (if one con- 
siders the Romance foundation for much of Europe), and cul- 
tures. 
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Netanyahu due in Amman tomorrow 

(Continued from page 1) 
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f Jerusalem 


for’tifie future. 

-‘We have discussed at 
length the Jerusalem ques- 
tion which will be dis- 
cussed further later on by 
officials from the two coun- 
tries to search for areas 
for future cooperation in 
this and other matters,” 
added King Hussein. 

King Hassan n chairs the 
Jerusalem Committee of 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

Commenting on his visit 
to Ireland, King Hussein 
said he was overwhelmed 
by the hospitality accorded 
to him and the accompany- 
ing delegation and was 
deeply impressed with Ire- 
land's achievements 

He referred to Crown 
Prince Hasson's recent vis- 
its to France and Switzer- 
land and said the result of 
the tour was reassuring. 

“The Europeans dis- 
played keenness on sup- 
porting the peace process 
and the Palestinians in their 
quest jo regain their home- 
land and on finalising the 
Jordanian-European "part- 
nership agreement," the 
King said. 

On prospects for the 
resumption of Syrian- 
Israeli and Lebanese-Israeli 
negotiations, the King said; 
“I cannot say that Jordan 
plays a specific role in this 


issue bur Jordan is for a 
comprehensive peace and 
hopes to achieve h on all 
tracks." 

In reply to a question on 
Israel’s stand on properties 
of Palestinians evicted from 
Palestine since 1948, the 
King said: “1 believe this 
question will be discussed 
at a later stage when lights 
will be focused on the 
implementation of U.N. 
resolutions and the right of 
Palestinians to repatriation 
Or compensation." 

**We are determined to 
demand that the rights be 
restored to their legitimate 
owners,” he added 

While in Ireland the King 
called for increased efforts 
to advance the peace 
process. 

Speaking to reporters in 
the presence of Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton the 
King said: “I want to 
express my happiness on 
visiting your country which 
we duly respect and whose 
people face similar chal- 
lenges like ours. 

”1 had the desire for so 
long to visit Ireland and 1 
am pleased to make the 
visit to a country where my 
daughter lives and where 
she feels as if she is in her 
homeland and among 
friends.” 

The King described Jor- 
dani an -Irish relations as 
strong but said there was 


vast scope for closer coop- 
eration. 

At a dinner hosted by Mr. 
Bruton on Wednesday 
night. King Hussein out- 
lined Jordan’s endeavours 
for peace, stability and 
security and its on going 
efforts to serve as a model 
for others in the Middle 
East region. 

“We are a Christian -Mus- 
lim pluralistic community 
and a united family giving 
sanctuary to all who seek 
protection and safe haven 
from around the world and 
from the Arab countries 
especially the who are now 
Jordanian citizens and con- 
stitute important members 
of our united Jordanian 
family.” the King said. 

“We hope to do all that in 
our power to see peace pre- 
vailing the whole region 
which should enjoy securi- 
ty and progress especially 
as our pan of the world is 
the cradle of the three 
monotheistic religions. 

“We will remain commit- 
ted to peace undaunted by 
those with short vision on 
both sides, who are bent on 
ruining peace. The majority 
are for peace and we hope 
the voice of peace will 
silence the other voices so 
that the future will be 
brighter for all.” 


Netanyahu told he could be indicted 
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(.Continued from page 1) 

by someone trying to make 
the prime minister look 
guilty- 

~ Mr. Netanyahu may be 
implicated on breach of 
trust charges, according to 
police officials quoted by 
Yediot. 

After questioning the 
prime minister, investiga- 
tors told Yediot they had a 
“bad ' taste” about his 
involvement 

. The case against certain 
in . the affajr was 
strengthened after a "meet- 
ing ^Thursday between state 


prosecutor Edna Arbel and 
investigators in which they 
went over a recorded tape 
of Mr. Netanyahu T s testi- 
mony to police. 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Deri 
and Mr. Bar-On have 
denied the allegations. 

But police sources told 
the paper they had enough 
information from officials 
other than Mr. Avi -Yitzhak 
to implicate Mr. Deri. 

Investigators also were 
looking into the possibility 
that Mr. Hanegbi misled 
V. ministers' ’in' preseptihg Mr.; 
Bar-Ori for'hommatibn. 

Mr. Avi- Yitzhak earlier 


this week quit his job as 
chief of Mr. Deri’s bribery 
case in the midst of furious 
mud-slinging between him 
and the Shas leader over 
who may have been respon- 
sible for recommending 
Mr. Bar-On’s appointment. 

Those questioned in the 
affair include Mr. Hanegbi, 
Mr. Netanyahu’s chief-of- 
sraff Avigdor Lieberman. 
cabinet secretary Danny 
Navefr and several lawyers 
wffo represent ^ 'government 
officials. 



ALBRIGHT IN MOSCOW: U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright chats 
with Russian children during a walk around the Kremlin compound on Friday 
(see story on page 1) (AFP photo) 


Iran and Kuwait could 
start talks on sea border 


KUWAIT (Rj — Iran’s oil minister on Saturday siarts an 
official visit to Kuwait during which the two sides could 
start border talks on oil-rich northern Gulf waters. 

“We expect, especially during the visit of his excellency 
the oil minister (Gholamreza Aghazadeh) the first negotia- 
tions between the two sides in this field” to start. Iran’s 
ambassador to Kuwait, Gholamali Sanati. told Reuters. 

“The sea borders are not clear at all. ..There is oil under 
all these waters...riches from God,” he said through an Ara- 
bic translator of the narrow waterway where economic 
exclusion zones and other sea borders could overlap. 

The visiting minister is not expected to get involved in 
technical border negotiations which are assigned to the 
legal departments of the foreign ministries of Kuwait and 
Iran. 

But the rwo oil ministries are very interested in the issue 
because they are in charge of oil explorations. Both sides 
have oil drilling rigs operating in the northern Gulf. Mr. 
Sanati added. 

Iran has a coastline along the entire Gulf waterway which 
its shares with Kuwait, Saudi Arabia. Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman and Bahrain. Iraq, at the northwest- 
ern tip of the Gulf, also has access. 

“Kuwait would like to first finish talks with the Saudi 
side then negotiate with Iran to identify the continental 
drift. Once the continental drift between Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and Iran is identified we can start discussing with 
Kuwait ” Mr. Sanati said. 

”1 believe they have reached results in their talks with 
Saudi Arabia and I think a company has been picked for 
land' and sea demarcations... from the side of the Islamic 
republic we are fully willing to discuss this.” 


Gore became 
president for 
five minutes 

WASHINGTON tAFP) — 
U.S. \1ce- President A1 Gore 
revealed on Friday that lor 
purely technical reasoni he 
was president of the United 
Slates last month, adding joc- 
ularly that his brief icmi was 
marked by peace in the coun- 
try and the world. At the 
sw caring- i n ceremony here 
lor Transport Secretary Rod- 
ney Slater. Mr. Gore explained 
that he took the oath of office 
on Jan. 20 at II :59 am. ( 1659 
GMT i, one minute before his 
and President Bill Clinton's 
mandates expired. Another 
five minute* passed before 
Mr. Clinton took his oath in 
the ceremony on the steps of 
Congress. “Some of the 
lawyers did say that for five 
minutes 1 was president of the 
United States of America” 
Mr. Gore said. “It was an 
important time for me. for my 
family and. if I may be so 
bold, for America.” of the 
Capitol through the whole 
administration.” Mr. Gore 
concluded. 


Slain Egypt Christians 
may have visited Israel 


ASS1UT (Agencies) — 
Police in southern Egypt may 
have found a motive for the 
massacre of 10 Christian 
youths by suspected anti- 
govemment milianLs after 
investigations .showed that 
many of them hud visited 
Israel, security sources said 
on Thursday. 

Six gunmen shocked Egypt 
last week w hen they stormed 
a church in Abu Qurqas tow n 
and sprayed bullets into a 
youth meeting. Police believe 
they belong to the militant Al 
Gamaa A1 Islamiyah (Islamic 
Group). 

The father of Adel Mikhail 
Abdul MuJak. one of the 
youths killed in the attack, 
told reporters on Thursday 
that his son had worked in 


Israel for live month* a* had 
some of the others shot dead 
inside the chinch. 

Southern police official* 
confirmed that some of the 
youths had spent *e\eral 
months in Israel anil said this 
fact ltad added "another 
dimension” to the incident. 

A spokesman for the Interi- 
or Ministry in Cjiro. howev- 
er. said they did not have any 
iika about .in Israeli connec- 
tion. 

Militant* have often target- 
led policemen anil some- 
time* Christian* in their 
attempt to transform Egypt 
into a strict Islamic state hut 
security source* -si id that this 
was the first time that gun- 
men attacked the interior of a 
church. 


Oral sex without intercourse 
declared illegal in Singapore 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — A 
Singapore appeals court lias 
ruled oral sex is illegal in 
the island state unless it i* 
as a prelude to full hetero- 
sexual intercourse, the 
Straits Times reported Fri- 
day. 

The ruling was handed 
down Thursday alter state 
prosecutors appealed 
against the acquittal of a 47- 
year-old man in September 
by a trial judge who threw 
out a case stemming from a 
complaint by a 19-year-old 
woman he had seduced into 
performing oral sex. 

It was the latest twist in a 
long-running legal debate 
over the meaning of an 
1871 law. enforced when 
the island was under British 
colonial rule, prohibiting 
“carnal intercourse against 
the order of nature.” 

This is understood to 
cover such acts us bestiality 
and sodomy, for which the 
maximum penalty is life 
imprisonment. The debate 
has been over whether oral 
sex falls under the law’s 
definition of prohibited 
acts. 

The dwee-judge appeals 


court declared "only the 
coitus of the male anil 
female sexual organs’* con- 
stitutes natural sexual inter- 
course. But it agreed some 
“unnatural act*” had a role 
to play in iiatuuil mtet- 
eourse. 

“Il I* a fact ot life in 
human* a* well a* m ani- 
mals that, before lire act of 
copulation take* place, 
there is (oreplav to stimu- 
late the sex urge. Kissing i* 
the most common, although 
there are several others.” 
Justice M. Kaiiliigesu said 
in the judgement 

He said there wa* statisti- 
cal evidence Singaporean* 
engaged in oral sex hut 
ruled that when *uch an act 
is used as a substitute for 
nonnai sex. consent does 
not prevent it front being an 
offence, the Straits Time* 
said. 

The ruling stemmed from 
the case olTcchnician Kwan 
Kwong Weng. 47. u ho w as 
acquitted in September utter 
a trial judge ruled he did not 
violate the law when he 
made a consenting 19-year- 
old woman perform oral sex 
on him. 
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Mafing Whole 

Mushroom 

450GR 



All Krasdale 
Cereal 
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Unde Bens 
Rice 5 KG 
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☆atlSA 


Mars, Snickers, 
Milk Way, mini 
300GR 





Tang Orange 
Powder 
Drink 750 GR 




Food Town 
Halawa 
Plain 500GR 



Pampers 
Diapers 
Ah Sizes 
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C-Town Ketchup 
907 GR 
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Palmolive Extra 
Care 

Soap 125 GR 
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Valid from Feb. 22nd 1997 till Feb 28th 1997 


Dixan Detergent 
Powder 3KG 


Food Town 
Halawa 
Pistachio 1 KG 
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Nestle Trix Com 
340GR 
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C-Town Tomato 
Paste 370GR 
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C-Town 
Mayonnaise 
946 ml 
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C-Town White 
Vinegar 946 ml 
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C-Town Sweet 
Com. 
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We save you more 

Amman - 7th Circle, Tel 814129 

Offer valid white quantity lasts. 
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Jordan, Israel Jordan mulls big stock market sell-off 

J| * w By Suleiman A1 Khaiidi financial experitse on ways lar bluechips. encouraged by a trend in and healthy corporate eai 

Reuters of offloading sizeable gov- Global funds’ stake on the foreign purchases of ings forecats 
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AMMAN iRl — Negotia- 
tions between Jordan and 
Israel on building a joint air- 
port near the Red Sea coast 
hit a deadlock on Thursday 
over Israeli security con- 
cerns, a Jordanian official 
said. 

“They want a terminal 
inside Jordanian territory to 
be under their control but 
this is unacceptable. It is not 
possible to give up Jordanian 
territory.” said a Jordanian 
official close to the talks 
which were held in Jordan's 
Red Sea port of Aqaba. 

The idea of the joint airport 
was to ease congestion at 
Israel's Eilat airport, which 
is nine kilometres north of 
Aqaba airport, and help Jor- 
dan tap new traffic through a 
newly built passenger termi- 
nal close to it and an expand- 
ed runway. 

U.S. Lockheed Martin had 
completed last July a feasi- 
bility study for a proposed 
SSO million international air- 
port serv ing Aqaba in Jordan 
and Eilat in Israel. 

But Israeli transport offi- 
cials presented their Jordan- 
ian counterparts with new 
radically modified proposals 
which undermined the pro- 


ject’s principle, the official 
told Reuters. 

They presented us with a 
proposal that demolishes the 
Lockheed terms of refer- 
ence...They want a solution 
that solves their technical 
problems at our expense.” 
the official said. 

A decision on the new 
Israeli proposals would be 
taken at a higher political 
level, he added. 

The planned airport is one 
of several joint projects, 
approved in the spirit of opti- 
mistic cooperation which 
followed a 1994 peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Officials say Israel's 
enthusiasm for the project, 
which was agreed to and 
strongly supported by the 
previous Labour govern- 
ment. appeared to wane after 
a rightwing government 
came to power in Israel last 
year. 

Israeli officials, who say 
that they are not opposed to 
the airport plan in principle, 
however expressed fears it 
could be an expensive politi- 
cal gesture rather than a 
viable commercial venture. 


Advertisement 


By Suleiman A1 Khaiidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan's stock 
market is advising the gov- 
ernment on plans for a 
major state sell-off of its 
extensive stock portoflio as 
part of a stepped up privati- 
sation effort, its director has 
said. 

“The government is now 
consulting the Amman 
Financial Market on techni- 
cal procedures for unload- 
ing further investments... 
we will be giving them 
some ideas,” Wahib A1 
Shair. director-general of 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM), told Reuters. 

“We also know the gov- 
ernment is considering 
unloading some or much of 
its holdings in the market... 
this ought to provide a larg- 
er float for the interested 
investors.” Mr. Shair 
added. 

A key element in Jordan's 
so far slow privatisation 
effort is state sell-offs of the 
government’s extensive 
stock holdings — nearly 35 
per cent of the bourse's 
total market capitalisation 
of 3.5 billion dinars. 

Stakes in over 60 out of 
135 listed stocks held by its 
investment arm and state 
pension funds range from 
minimal shareholdings in 
hardly traded firms to a 
69.3 per cent of blue chip 
Jordan Phosphate Mines. 

Mr. Shair said AFM 
would enlist international 


financial experitse on ways 
of offloading sizeable gov- 
ernment holdings. 

“We would like to enlist 
the expertise available 
abroad... we do not want to 
reinvenr the wheel.” he 
said. 

Mr. Shair said a govern- 
ment move to implement in 
1997 its privatisation 
pledge, an essential compo- 
nent of IMF-directed eco- 
nomic reforms, will give 
the market a major boost. 

“The commitment has not 
changed, it's the implemen- 
tation... I see the govern- 
ment moving ahead faster 
than last year... there is cer- 
tainly activity towards 
more privatisation." said 
Mr. Shair, who is also a 
member of a top privatisa- 
tion body headed by the 
prime minister that formu- 
lates policy. 

Mr. Shair said foreign 
funds were looking for 
sings of progress no Jor- 
dan’s privatisation before 
they could be enticed into 
further investment 

He said foreigners who 
complain of a lack of stock 
availability will see more 
depth to the market after 
state selloffs, and listings of 
15 newly-established firms 
which he expected to take 
place later this year. 

Funds say with one third 
of the market already held 
by mostly Arab investors 
and a 50 per cent foreign 
ownership ceiling there is 
insufficient supply of popu- 


lar bluechips. 

Global funds' stake on the 
bourse stood ast end of 
1996 at just 1.5 per cent of 
the makret's capitalisation 
against 33 per cent held by 
non-Jordanian Arab 

investors. 

The rest is held by the 
government and Jordanian 
investors. 

Mr. Shair said the new 
firms, with a combined 60 
million to SO million dinar 
($100 milliion-$110 mil- 
lion) capital, would bring 
the number of listed firms 
in the combined official 
and parallel markets to 150 
by year end. 

Mr. Shair said he was 


encouraged by a trend in 
foreign purchases of 
bluechips which is showing 
signs of picking up. 

“Every month, foreign 
funds are increasing their 
purchases... it is certainly 
continuous and persistent, 
although not snowballing, 
and we are still speaking of 
small numbers,” he point- 
ed out. 

Jordanian investment 
managers are saying Midle 
East funds, which include 
Jordan as a main compo- 
nent. and global funds have 
ben incresing their activity 
since December. 

Mr. Shair said he was 
hopeful that state sell-offs 


and healthy corporate earn- 
ings forecats would help 
the market’s performance 
tin 1997 surpass last year's 
disappointing falls. 

A new companies law 
which encourages capital 
hikes and a new securities 
law that brings major inter- 
nal reforms along with 
automated trading wll raise 
the market's investor pro- 
file. 

“During the last ten 
weeks the market has gone 
up by about eight per cent 
and average daily volume 
has doubled... and also we 
are hearing that companies 
are reporting better prof- 
its.” he said. 
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Prices as at 21/02/97 20:01 
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Abu Shakra Trading Agency Launches 
Black Pearls From Elizabeth Taylor 


| Elizabeth Taylor as a busi- 
; ness woman, she has 
' launched a phenomenally 
successful line of fra- 
grance. including her 
newest fragrance, Black 
Pearls. 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra the 
General Manager of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency 
presented to the Jordanian 
market this new perfume 
Black Pearls by saying that: 

From the~ depths of the 
seas comes the inspiration 
for Black Pearls, a soft sen- 
suous, modem oriental fra- 
grance. 

Black Pearls value 
derives from the rareness 
of their occurrence... the 
delicacy of their creation... 
the struggle to find and 
retrieve them... the exquis- 
ite beauty they bring to the 
i life of whoever wears them. 
i Every Pearls is unique 
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because each has a story 
to tell. For the woman who 
wears such a gem, it 
speaks with the memory o 
exotic oceans. It murmurs 
with the fascination of dis- 
tant longings. 

. Only Elizabeth Taylor 
could have created such a 
fragrance. Sensuous and 
unique. Elizabeth Taylor 
Black Pearls. 


Spain offers $300m 
in aid to Egypt 


CAIRO l AFP) — Spain has 
offered $300 million in 
financial assistance to Egypt 
over the next three years, 
Spanish secretary of state 
for trade and tourism, Jose 
Manuel Nomiella, has said . 

Mr. Nomiella, who made 
the announcement during an 
official -visit -to Egypt by 
Spain's King Juan Carlos, 
said the aid was intended to 
finance joint projects to be 
carried out by Spanish com- 
panies. 

The aid will be split equal- 
ly into commercial and con- 
cessionary credits under a 
protocol to be signed short- 
ly, Mr. Nomiella said. 

King Juan Carlos told 
Egyptian and Spanish busi- 
nessmen that he believed “a 


lot more can be achieved in 
the field of trade” between 
the two countries. 

“Numerous opportunities 
still exist in the food and 
agriculture, public works 
engineering, alternative 
energy, tourism and other 
sectors that have not been 
sufficiently explored,” the 
monarch said. 

Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal A1 Ganzouri said that 
while Europe accounted for 
40 per cent of Egypt’s 
worldwide trade, Spain rep- 
resented only two per cent. 

The volume of trade 
between Egypt and Spain 
reached $500 milli on in 
1996, including $300 mil- 
lion worth of Spanish 
exports. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 By and by 
6 Power tool 
12 Entertained 


14 Supervised 
release 

15 Drink 

16 Sub-molecular 

17 Unretumable 
serve 

16 Depots: abbr. 

19 Fabricated again 

20 Tender 

22 Yale student 

23 Exchanges 

24 Circumvented 
26 Appraise once 

more 

28 Painter of ballet 
dances 

29 Shore bird 

30 Cure 

32 Digressions ■ 

37 Cupid 
39 Clocked 
41 Sweet wine 

46 Hard cheese 

47 Nook 

48 Anger 

50 Crisp cookie 

51 Ladder rungs 

52 Suffrage 

54 Consumed 

55 Mum 

56 Educed 

58 Surface 

59 Spanish 
gentlemen 

60 Talked back 

61 Caesar, e.g. . 

DOWN 

1 Positional 
advantage 

2 Ripen 

3 Sailors 

4 Walking on air 

5 Dignified 

6 Athenian 
neighbors? 

7 Those who 
loathe 

8 Bouquets 

9 Brilliantine 
10 Slurs over a 

syllable 
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32.8742 
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Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Cold (oz's) 
snvcr(02*s) 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL(3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
Nip Months) 


Bid Offer Period - 1 -3- -S - -9- -1 . 



0-4213 


Source: Central B-jqI: of Jordan. 




Andy Capp 


by Roger Jurgovan 


1 1 School break 

12 Recuperate 

13 "—Under the 
Elms" 

15 Founded 

21 Cheese 

25 Natives of: suff. 

27 Ages 

29 Phoenician dty 

31 Loathed 

33 Japanese 
statesman 

34 Darkens 

35 Radiated 

36 Legislative 
bodies 

38 Mount of — , 
Jerusalem 

40 Figured 

41 Hoi polloi 

42 Word's last 
syllable 

43 Weighing 
devices 


□□□ qiiqeq unuo 
□□DO DBDEID BOOB 
DDQQuuDQQQ UUQQ 
QBQHDQBB QDEQHD 

■ □□E30 DQDDI1B 
■□□□□□ OQ0SBHSQ 
□HHEin DHB0U □□□ 
DSHD OEH3EJE2 □DE9E3 
□□□ DQQQa □□□□□ 
OUuQOEOS mjQDQI 

■ behubq mmmm L 

□□□and BBrnDDHOB 
□□□□ □□IILlLJUQUUm 
□DBD HQDQB QBBOl 
□BOB G3EPHB EDO 
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44 Quilt and 
comforter 

45 Get even for 

46 Eye part 


49 Functions 
53 EPA concern 
abbr. 

57 Nest egg 



horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR SATURDAY. 

FEBRUARY22.1997 

By Thomas S. Picsoiu 

• Astrologer. Caw'll 
Riglucr Fuitndurion 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get into some 
entertainments today 
which you've enjoyed 
previously however have 
forgotten about for some 
time. Drive very carefully 
later this evening so that 
you don't get into any dif- 
ficulty while on tire high- 
way. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you apply 
yourself, you can easily 
get rid of confusion at 
home today and make it a 
much happier place. Invite 
guests in for the evening 
and you can have a won- 
derfiil time by being in 
their company. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Your allies will ! 
be more cooperative today 
if they understand your 
motives and your goals. ! 
Accept a favour later this I 
evening from an outsider | 
who likes you and you ran , 
become quite successful , 
from this encounter. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) If you i 
append some modern 
methods today to those 
which are conventional, 
you can be more success- 
ful in the days ahead. Try 
to build up your bank 
account, so that you can 
have sufficient ftinds for 
the lean times. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Leave your home 
early today, and get a great 
deal accomplished With 
your career activities, 
indulge yourself with 
some intelligent and relax- 
ing conversation laier this 
evening with your loved 
ones and thereby this can 
be special. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Some great 
ideas will come to you 
today which will be pro- 
ductive towards your 
career activities. This has- 
n't' happened foil some 
time, so be sure to quickly 
use them to your advan- 
tage for the days ahead. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don't take 
any risks today where 
your health is concerned 
and thereby you can be 
happy. Stay around good 
friends who support you, 
and later this evening you 
can increase your popular- 
ity so that you can be suc- 
cessful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
ro November 21 ) Attempt 
to remedy a confusing sit- 
uation today which has 
been ■ impeding your 
progress and getting 
recognised by those in 
authority. A superior, if 
made aware of your abili- 
ties later this evening, can 
help you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Be wide awake today to 
any new and exciting 
opportunities which could 
advance your career activ- 
ities. Treat new contacts 
nicely and you'll profit 
from your efforts in many 
ways which you truly did- 
n’t expect. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20j 
Work on getting all of 
your business affairs in 
order today, so that you 
can have everything* in 
place. Some special 
though for your mate later 
this evening win make 
both much happier and 
more respectful of each 
other. 

AQUARIUS: ( January 2 1 
to February 19) Today is 
the time that you have 
some rime to handle those 
projects which you can’t 
get to during the week, 
dive into them head first 
and thereby you can make 
your dreams possible. 
Later this evening will be 
good to go out. 

PISCES: (February T) to 
March 20) Take time- 
today to make your sur- 
roufldings more comfort- 
able and charming for 
your loved ones and spe- 
cial guests. Labour on 
coming to an understand- 
ing with a fellow associate 
who will be quite benefi- 
cial. 

Binhstone of February- 
Amethyst — Onvx. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 22, 1997 


Continued investor 
interest keeps trading 
and prices at AFM steady 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading 
and prices remained 
largely steady ar the 
stock market this week 
on continued investor 
interest after the govern- 
ment lifted a capitalisa- 
tion tax, brokers said Fri- 
day.s 

The weekly report of 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), . said 
turnover for the week 
ending Thursday was 5.8 
million dinars compared 
with the previous week's 
5.4 million dinars. 

The report said 3.1 mil- 
lion' shares changed 
hands under 3,525 deals 
concluded during the 
week, with average daily 
trading at 1.16 million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week's 1 .068 
million dinars. 

The official AFM share 


price index based on 60 
major companies closed 
at 156.29 points, down 
0.95 points or 0.6 per 
cent from the week’s 
opening of 157.24 
points, the report said. 

Commercial banks and 
financial institutions 
accounted for 2.67 mil- 
lion dinars of the week's 
trading volume, followed 
by industrials with 2.28 
million, services sector 
firms with 860,000 
dinars and insurance, 
companies with 2,700 
dinars. 

Sectoral indices 

showed commercial 
banks and investment 
houses gaining 1.8 per 
cent, service sector firms 
0.5 per cent and insur- 
ance companies 0.33 per 
cent Industrials dit 
by 0.2 per cent, the 
report said. 

Stocks of 81 companies 
were involved in the 


week’s business, with 19 
of them closing with 
gains, 45 losing and 17 
remaining unchanged. 

Dealers said investor 
enthusiasm also 

remained high after con- 
tinued contacts between 
the Jordanian and the 
Iraqi governments as 
well as private sector 
negotiations on orders 
under Iraq's oil-for-food 
deal with the U.N. as 
well as independent con- 
tracts. 

But keeping the spirits 
high was the removal of 
a 15 per cent capitalisa- 
tion tax on reserves and 
profits convened into 
capital. 

Several banks and 
industrials are expected 
to announce capital 
increases soon by con- 
verting reserves’ and 
profits and offer bonus 
shares to shareholders. 


Palestinian brokerage 
houses flooded with business 


TEL AVIV (R) — Busi- 
nessmen have flooded 
Palestinian brokerage 
houses with inquiries on 
investing in the first 
Palestinian stock market 
in the West Bank, a day 
after it opened for limited 
trading, traders said. 

Jamal Aladdin, general 
manager of the Jordan and 
Palestine Financial Invest- 
ment Company, said 
investors from Jordan and 
Israel as well as several 
prominent West Bank 
Palestinian businessmen 
visitedi his firm or phoned 
to inquire about invest- 
ment prospects. 

“Since last night, we 
have been getting many 
calls from local Palestin- 
ian investors as well as 
from Jordan and from 
Israel inquiring on the 
possibility for investing,” 
Mr. Aladdin iold Reuters. , 

Traders said the interest 
was partly motivated out 
of eagerness on the part of 
expatriate Palestinians to 
participate in building the 
economy of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
partly out of pure business 
interests. 

“The inquiries bode very 
well for the success of the 
exchange, especially in 


view of the calls from out- 
side our homeland,” Mr. 
Aladdin said. 

The Palestine Securities 
Exchange (PSE) opened 
for limited trading in the 
town of Nablus on Tues- 
day, where several trans- 
actions took place. Offi- 
cials said the exchange, 
which had listed 23 com- 
panies, would stan with 
one trading session per 
week until trading volume 
builds up. 

“All the signs point to a 
Dositive start,” said Jiries 
ssis, general manager 


have also expressed inter- 
est in the Palestinian 
bourse. 

Hamaidi AJ Barghouthi, 
a major investor on the 
Amman Stock Exchange, 
praised the management 
of the PSE and predicted 
success for the venture. 

“I am confident that the 
exchange will be the best 
one in the whole Middle 
East It has come at the 
right time,” Mr. Bargh- 
outhi told Reuters. 

He said he expected 
more than 100 accounts to 
be opened with his frnn 


=tfae^--Ramailah-=b3sed— r dttrmg-^he^fim^week -and 


United Securities Compa- 
ny. “Everybody is eager to 
see an organised market 
that would provide real 
values for the shares,” he 
added. 

Four brokerage firms 
were accredited to the 
exchange, a fully-elec- 
tronic market which 
founders say was 
designed to attract foreign 
capital and provide an 
alternative to common 
forms of investment such 
as bank deposits and real 
estate. 

Traders said top 
investors in the Jordanian 
stock exchange as well as 
some brokerage firms 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 
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“Animal rights people won J t object 
if you buy this coat. It's made 
entirely of road kill." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hanri Arnold and Mike ArgWon 
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WHAT THE TRANS- 

, plant BROUGHT 
[TH E CARP1AC. FOTlENTj 

Now'arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; A 


(Answers tomorrow) 


MBSterday’s 


Jumbles: AIDED CHIME PRAYER JERSEY 
Answer Why a Hon never shows fear - 
HE HAS HIS PRIDE 


that many callers - had 
already expressed interest 
in trading. 

Mr. Qassis said he was 
encouraged by the Pales- 
tinian finance minister’s . 
comments on Tuesday . 
that the Palestinian 
National Authority plans 
to make it compulsory for 
joint-stock companies to 
list on the stock exchange. 

Israel's mass-circulating 
Yedioth Ahoronoth. in an 
editorial, welcomed the 
opening of the exchange 
as an “important econom- 
ic event” 

‘The Nablus stock 

exchange is doubly sym- 
bolic: A symbol of Pales- 
tinian economic autono- 
my and a symbol of an 
economic and social 

regime based upon private 
ownership, free enterprise 
and market forces,” the 
newspaper said. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 


! 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind ’ New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance, 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
, unfurnished for rent . 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger, : 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 
Shmeisani - Opposite 

Grfndiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


fymAM uu hrfrn *** 





Quality Serviced Suites 


■ One & Two Bedroom* * Folly 
.Eqnippedimchawttes * Daily ft 
Lons Stay * Reasonable Rate* 


jith Cirtte 

Tel 6 l >2672 Fax 674551 


^5 

<rownncm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




■UfolKVO 

foa&teu vu utt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


Fcr Rcii. 812997 - 814 118 
Mecca St. Daourt Center 


For details please cell 

| Tel . 

Fax. 864231 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


.V' 
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World champion Bulgarian 
boxer defects to Turkey 


ANKARA (.API — 
Bulgarian boxer Serafim 
Todorov. an ethnic Turk 
who has been World cham- 
pion three times, has fled to 
Turkey and asked for asy- 
lum. the Turkish Boxing 
Federation said Friday. 

The 125-pound (57-kiIo- 
gram ) Todorov also has won 
Four European champi- 
onships and was a silver- 
medalist in the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. 

The 26-year-old boxer 
became the third world 
champion athlete to defect 
to Turkey from Bulgaria. 

“Pocket hercules'* Naim 
Suleymanoglu. who had 
defected in~1986 as a world 
champion weightiifter. has 
since become Turkey's 
biggest source of pride in 
world sports. Suleymanoglu 
won three Olympic gold- 
medals during his Turkish 
career. becoming the 
world's first weightiifter to 
have so many. 

Another world-champion 
boxer. Hafiz Suleymanov. 
defected in 1 989. Both were 
ethnic Turks. 

"We don't issue invita- 
tions to anyone to defect 
here." Caner Doganeli, 
president of the Turkish 
Boxing Federation, told the 
Associated Press. “But 



World amateur featherweight champion Bulgarian 
Serafim Todorov clinches his fist in front of Istanbul’s 
Bosphorus bridge. Todorov defected to Turkey from 
Bulgaria after entering on a tourist visa (Reuters photo) 

compete on equal footing 
with other world-class ath- 
letes." 


when they seek asylum, we 
welcome them all and try to 
provide all facilities and 
opportunities to let them 


A TURNING POINT IN YOUR MARKETING CAREER' 


M A R K ETI N G EX EC U T I V E 


cDGDBlfiDN 

Leading multinational financial services organization 
seeks to recruit an experienced sales and marketing 
executive for its expanding operations in Jordan. 

This challenging position calls for a dynamic, career 
minded individual with a successful track record. 

Job responsibilities include: 

*3 Formulating and implementing advanced 
marketing strategies and programs to enhance 
sales, build up and enhance market share in new 
and existing market segments. 

O Building effective distribution channels. 

O Recruiting and training a large network of sales 
representatives, and developing their skills . 

" towards increased sales efficiency and productivity. 

A university degree in business and marketing with 
at least 3 years 

experience in marketing financial and insurance 
market in Jordan. 

Impeccable communication skills and fluency 
in Arabic and English are essential. 


Using a tourist visa. 
Todorov entered Turkey 
Wednesday via the 


Kapikule gate on the 
Turkish-Bulgarian border, 
the Turkish daily Hurriyet 
reported. His wife and two 
children are expected to 
arrive here soon, the daily 
said. 

"I will be the Naim of 
boxing." Hurriyet quoted 
Todorov as saying. "I will 
bring world and Olympic 
championships to Turkey.” 

Many famous athletes, 
who fell into poverty and 
neglect in former Soviet- 
block countries after the 
collapse of Communism, 
seek better lives in the West. 

In Turkey, such defectors, 
most of them ethnic Turks 
from Bulgaria, receive a 
warm welcome from sports 
authorities, fans and gov- 
ernment officials. Many are 
immediately given apart- 
ments and cars. 

Todorov will apply for 
Turkish citizenship, 

Doganeli said. 

Hurriyet claimed that 
Todorov would adopt his 
Muslim name Ahmet Sabri. 

Suleymanoglu had aban- 
doned his Bulgarian name 
when he switched to 
Turkish citizenship. During 
the Communist regime, 
Bulgarian authorities had 
forced the 1 .5 million ethnic 
Turks to accept Bulgarian 
names. 


k 


A very competitive compensation package 
will be offered, depending on qualifications. 


To apply, please send your C.V. to: 
P.O. Box 8163 
Amman - Jordan 


A leading Electronics Systems technology 
company in the UAE have the following 
vacancies for their Abu Dhabi office. 

Sales Engineers - Telecom/Test 
and Measurement - Ref.l 

The candidate should be aggressive, presentable, 
speak good English, computer literature with the 
following qualifications: 

• Should possess a Bachelor's degree in Electronics 

• Minimum 2 to 3 years of experience in sales and sup- 
port in the fields of Telecommunications, Electronics 
Test and Measurement or Industrial Instrumentation 

• Valid driving license preferable 

Sales Engineers - Audio/Television 
Systems - Ref.2 

The candidate should be aggressive, presentable, 
speak good English, computer literature with the 
following qualifications: 

■ Should possess a Bachelor's degree in Electronics 

■ Minimum 2 to 3 years experience in sales and sup- 
port in the fields of Audio or Television equipment 
and related turnkey systems. 

• Experience in Broadcasting projects, an added 
advantage 

• Valid driving license 

We offer an attractive salary and benefits. If you meet 
the above requirements and are looking for a challeng- 
ing career, please apply in confidence, mentioning the 
relevant Ref.No. within a week with a recent passport 
size photograph to: 


PO.Box 47520 Abu Dhabi, UAE or Fax: 02-327069 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HffiSCH 


CUT THAT OUT! 


East-West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NOHTH 
*Q962 
QA7 
O A J94 
+ K73 

WEST EAST 

*AK3 + 5 

<7 Q 10 9 5 4 3 OKJ8 

0Q105 OK8632 

+2 +Q865 

SOUTH 
*410874 
<762 
07 

* A J 1094 
The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pan 1* 2«? 

2* 40 4* Pm 

Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Two of * 

TTie players to your left and right 
hove diabolical schemes in mind for 
‘yon. Don't submit meekly! There 
might be a way to turn the tables. 

Had the vulnerability been 
reversed. West might have chosen 
to sacrifice at five hearts, a contract 
that would have been defeat ed two 


tricks unless the defense, allowed a 
diamond ruff to get away. As it was. 
West's band was quite suited to 
defense, especially when the lead of 
the singleton dub offered sound 
possibility of a ruff 

Since the club lead was so obvi- 
ously a singleton. West rated to be 
long in spades and East to have a 
singleton for the jump to four 
.hearts. Declarer, saw that if. West 
hekTboth missing spade honors, the 
heart link' between East and West 
could -be severed as long as East 
held only one diamond honor. 

Declarer wan the club lead in 
hand with the ten, crossed to the 
ace of diamonds and led die jade of 
di a monds from the table East cov- 
ered with the king (had East fol- 
lowed low, declarer would have dis- 
carded heartj, declarer ruffed, 
returned to the board with the ace 
oT hearts and played the nine of dia- 
monds. East followed low perforce, 
and dedaier got rid of the annqying 
heart as West wan the tridr. 

Thanks to the fortunate spade 
position, all was now welL West 
had no way to reach the East hand 
fin- a dub ruff so declarer lost only 
two trump tricks «nH a dinmmull 




We are now accepting applications 
for KG1*KG2 and PreSchool, for the 
1997 - 1998 school year. 
Interested parties 

can contact the secretaiy on : 836112, 
831760, 830227, 832907, 830845, 
or fax 831760, 

or jnst come and see Ms Rula Khatib 
daily from 9 am to 1 pm 
except Fridays. 


Huber 
ousted by 
Oremans 


HANOVER (R) — 

German second seed Anke 
Huber came down to earth 
with a bump on Thursday 
from her appearance in 
Sunday’s Paris Open tennis 
final, losing 6-0 5-7 6-4 to 
Miriam Oremans in the 
second round of the 
Hanover Grand Prix. 

The defeat was Huber's 
third in four clashes with 
the Dutchwoman, ranked 
53 in the world. But the 
German, who received a 
first-round bye, said she 
had only herself to blame 
for an error-strewn perfor- 
mance. 

“I just had a really awful 
day,” said Huber, who lost 
in three hard-fought sets to 
Australian Open champion 
Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland in Paris last 
Sunday. “I completely slept 
through the first set" 

Huber, who served 13 
double faults during the 
match, appeared to have 
recovered her rhythm when 
she snatched the second set 
with a late break and went 
2-0 up in the third. 

In a day of upsets, 
France’s Sandrine Testud 
swept past Dutch fifth seed 
Brenda SchuItz-McCanhy 

6- 4 6-3, and Anne-Gaelle 
Sidot, also of France, beat 
Belgian seventh seed 
Sabine Appelmans 6-3 4-6 

7- 5. 

Yelena Likhovtseva of 
Russia, the eighth seed, 
restored a measure of order 
by beating Belgium's 
Dominique Van Roost 6-1 
6-2 to earn a quarter-final 
against top seed Jana 
Novotna. 


Rios out as Henman waltzes through 


ANTWERP (R) — World 
No. 6 Marcelo Rios of 
Chile, hampered by a leg 
injury, slumped to a 4-6 7-5 
7-6 second-round defeat by 
Czech Martin Damm in the 
European Community 
Tournament on Thursday, 
but said he would have for- 
feited the next round any- 
how. 

Sixth seed Tim Henman 
by contrast waltzed into the 
quaner-finals with an 
empathic 6-2 6-3 victory 
over Swede Mikael 
Tillstrom, recently recov- 
ered from ’flu. 

“I'm not pleased because I 
lost. But I don’t think I 
should have played. It was 
not a good decision to 
play,” second-seeded Rios 
said. 

Rios. 21. was forced to 
pull out of the Marseille 
final against Swede Thomas 
Enqvist last week but had 
come through the first 
round in Antwerp without 
mishap. 


But Rios, the second seed 
and highest ranked player in 
the tournament following 
the withdrawal of top seed 
Goran Ivanisevic on 
Tuesday, was a pale shadow 
of the piayer who dominat- 
ed Romanian Adrian Voinea 
in the first round. 


Henman, Britain's bright- 
est tennis star for two 
decades, said he felt more 
comfortable on court than in 
his first-round match 
against another Spanish 
player, Sergi Bruguera. 

“I definitely served better 
pnd took opportunities from 
the baseline with my fore- 
hand,” said Henmah. who 
became the first seeded 
player to gain access to the 
quarter-finals where he 
meets Spaniard Francisco 
Clavet. i ' 

Six other seeds, including 
the top four, pulled out or 
were knocked out. 

Fifth seed Felix Mantilla, 
due on court against 
Belgian Dick Norman later 


on Thursday is the only 
other seeded player still in 
the running. 

Rios, who had never 
played Damm before, faded 
as the match progressed. In 
the final set he quickly fell 
5-2 behind but battled back 
to level 6-6. more because 
“ofE>amtfrs-ctrtitic play than 
through his own perform 
mance. 

Damm. World No. 48, 
twisted his ankle when lead- 
ing 6-5 and had it strapped 
before resuming play. 

The decisive tie-break 
was a sad affair with rios 
clearly holding back and the 
match was sealed 7-3. 

Belgian lucky loser Filip 
Dewulf. who was called up 
only late on Tuesday after 
top seed Goran Ivanisevic 
pulled out with shoulder 
tendinitis, saved three set 
points in the first-set 
tiebreak before beating 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline 
7-6 6-4. 


Opel sign 3 -year contract with Hingis 


ZURICH (R) — - Car company Opel, a sub- 
sidiary of General Motors Corp, said on 
Thursday it had signed a three-year spon- 
sorship deal with Switzerland's 16-year- 
old Australian Open champion Martina 
Hingis. , 

Last month Hingis, die youngest-ever 
Grand Slam champion in the Open era, 
signed a SI0 mil I ion contract to promote 
Italian sportswear label Sergio Tacchini. 

Opel did not reveal the sum involved. 

The company decided not to renew a 1 li- 


ve ar contract with World No 1 Steffi Graf 
in October, 19.95, worth more than SI mil- 
lion a year, because of concern about the 
way her money was being managed. 

Graf's father Peter, who had controlled 
the German’s money, was jailed last month 
for tax evasion. 

'‘Opel already supported us when l was 
relatively unknown in the world of temps. 
This is certainly a good basis for a long- 
term partnership,” Hingis said in a state- 
ment ‘ * 


No blockbuster deals as NBA 
trade deadline passes 


NEW YORK {R} — There 
was a flurry of trading 
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activity around the National 
Basketball Association on 
Thursday but no major stars 
changed teams os the 1996- 
97 trading deadline passed. 

Marie Jackson, the NBA’s 
assist leader this season, 
was the biggest name 
involved in deals completed 
prior to the 6 p.m. (2200 
GMT) deadline for teams to 
make trades. 

A pair of all-stars at the 
centre of trade rumours — 
Sacramento Kings guard 
Mitch Richmond and 
Golden State Warriors small 
forward Chris Mull in 

remained with their teams. 

But Jackson is back with 
the Pacers after new Denver 
Nuggets general manager 
Allan Bristow sent the 10- 
year veteran guard, rookie 
forward Darvin Ham and 
centre Lasalie Thompson to 
Indiana in exchange for 
swingman Vincent Askew, 
guard Jerome Alien, for- 
ward Eddie Johnson and 
second-round draft picks in 
1997 and 1998.. 

Indiana bad traded 
Jackson to Denver last sum- 
mer but apparently decided 
they were in need of his 
play-making abilities. 


After his tour to 
ITALY and AUSTRALIA 
Well renowned musician 
^ and composei; 

ILHAM MAD FA* £ 

is back AT THE CELLAR 
with his genuine music . 

GYPSY BAND as introductory act will 
later j oin Mr. Madfa’e starting : 
SATURDAY22nd.Feb.97 



For reservation call 666140-689671/2 



Jackson was averaging an 
NBA-best 12.3 assists along 
with 10.4 points and 5.2 
rebounds in 52 games for 
the Nuggets this season. 

The New Jersey Nets 
shipped one of the ‘players 
they acquired earlier this 
week in a nine-player deal 
with the Dallas Mavericks 
to Los Angeles before he 
had played a single game 
for New Jersey. 

The Los Angeles Lakers 
picked up swingman 
George McCloud from the 
Nets in exchange for 
reserve centre Joe Kleine. a 
first round pick in 1997 and 
a conditional second round 
pick. 

The McCloud trade had to 
wait until Monday's nine- 
player Dallas-New Jersey 
deal became official. That 
happened earlier Thursday 
after guard Khalid Reeves 
passed a physical examina- 
tion for the Mavericks. 

Dallas had held up the 
deal pending the result of 
stress tests on Reeves after 
finding out he had a heart 
murmur as a child, a condi- 
tion that was not known to 
them at the time of the 
trade. 

The Charlotte Hornets 
bolstered their backcourt by 
acquiring veteran shooting 
guard Ricky Pierce from 
Denver in exchange for 
youthful centre George 
Zidek and guard Anthony 
Gold wire. 

The 37-year-old Pierce is 
averaging 10.2 points in 33 
games for Denver this sea- 
son. Goldwire, 25, averaged 
5.8 points and 2.9 assists. 

Zidek. 23. was a member of 
UCLA's 1995 NCAA cham- 
pionship team. 

The Hornets also sent 
often-injured forward scon 
burrell to the Golden State 
Warriors for journeyman 
reserve forward Donald 
Royal, who joins his third " 
team this season. 

In another less than earth 
shuttering deal, the Toronto 
Raptors acquired guard 
Shawn Respen from the 
Milwaukee Bucks for cen- 
tre Acie Earl. 




CINEMA TEL 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA “1” 


MICHAEL KEATON & 
GEENA DAVIS in 

SPEECHLESS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


y - CINEMA TEL: 634 144 

I PHILADELPHIA U 2 U 


A 


SANDRA BULOCK, 
JEREMY NORTH AM 
a DENNIS MILLER JN 

THE NET 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


"W" CINEMA 


A 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


Ny CINEMA TEL: 677420 

I CONCOAD 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Ai Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


.A 


CONCORD “I” 

■Michael Jordan & Bugs Bunny, in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 

Robert De Niro. ..in 

FAN 



A 


Shows: 3:30, 5:45 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 




TEL: 62515 5 

the theatre willTbe closed 
UNTIL march 1 FOR 

MAINTENANCE 

* redecoration 

WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 


\ 
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Sports 

Luc Alphand wins 2nd 
straight Super-G 
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garmisch- 

PARTENK1RCHEN. 

Germany (AP) — Luc 
Alphand of France won his 
second straight Super Giant 
slalom Friday and took over 
the lead in overall World 
Cup standings. 

Shrugging off the frustra- 
tions of the just-concluded 
world championship in 
Sestriere, Italy, where he 
failed 10 medal, Alphand 
bounced back in the first 
race after tile worlds with a 
superb performance. 

Alphand, who had never 
won a Super-G until his Jan. 
29 triumph in Laax. 
Switzerland, mastered a 


tough Kandahar course to 
win the race in one minute, 
15.32 seconds. 

Hermann Maier of 
Austria, a laie starter at 
32nd, posted a time of 
1:15.87 to finish second, a 
personal best, while Werner 
Perathoner of Italy returned 
after knee surgery to clinch 
third place with a time of 
1:15.90, 

Ed Podivinsky of Canada, 
another late starter, placed 
fourth, while Kjetil-Andre 
Aamodt of Norway finished 
fifth and lost his overall lead 
to Alphand. 

‘’The World Cup has 
given me momentum 


again,” said Alphand, who 
picked up 100 points for his 
victory to raise his total to 
837 with 1 0 races left in the 
season. 

“It's great satisfaction 
after Sestriere” Alphand 
said after his fifth win of the 
season. 

Aamodt dropped to sec- 
ond with 786 points, while 
Alphand also extended his 
lead in Super-G standings. 

Alphand is now favorite 
for Saturday’s downhill and 
Sunday’s Super-G. The 
Frenchman won last year’s 
downhill here and is the 
defending World Cup 
champion in the event. 


Barcelona 

miss 

chance to 
cut Real’s 
lead 

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain 
(R) — Barcelona threw 
away a golden opportunity 
to cut Real Madrid's six- 
point lead at the top of the 
Spanish First Division 
when they went down to 
two Javi De Pedro goals at 
Real S ode dad on 
Thursday. 

The 2-0 defeat came 24 
hours after Real Madrid 
lost their unbeaten league 
record in a 1-0 reverse at 
Rayo Vallecano. and is 
likely to spark off more 
speculation over the future 
of beleaguered manager 
Bobby Robson. 

Earlier in the day, 
Barcelona president Jose 
Luis Nunez said former 
England manager Robson 
had his support and was not 
under an ultimatum to win 
ihefgame."" 1 

But the ‘ style hr which 
Barcelona lost is bound to 
create unease. 

Robson’s side were 
unlucky to see the refereee 
award a penalty just before 
halftime after real striker 
Gheorghe Craioveanu 

seemed to collide with 
defender Abelardo 

Fernandez. 

Javi De Pedro had no 
problem beating Barcelona 
keeper Vitor Baia, who just 
24 hours before had saved 
a spot kick for Portugal 
against Greece. 



Germany's Elena Valbe climbs a hill on her way to 
win the women's 15 km cross country event at the 
Nordic World Ski Championships February 21. 
Italy’s Stefania Belmondo took second place and 
Katerina Neumannova of the Czech Republic took 
third (Reuters photo) 


USA 
Boxing 
to repay 
$1.3 m 
to USOC 

COLORADO SPRINGS 
(R) — USA boxing agreed 
to repay S1.3 million to the 
United States Olympic 
Committee after the USOC 
determined the funds had 
been improperly applied 
for or incorrectly account- 
ed for in grant programmes 
since J989. 

USA Boxing, amateur 
boxing’s governing body in 
the United States, 
announced the settlement 
on Thursday after the 
organisation's president, 
Gary Toney, and USOC 
executive director Dick 
Schultz agreed on the 
amount to be repaid. 

A USOC audit had found 
that USA Boxing owed 
S3. 18 million to the 
Olympic committee. But 
USA Boxing officials were 
able to show a special 
revue panel that SI .9 mil- 
lion of that money had 
been spent appropriately 
on athlete programmes and 
the amount owed was 
reduced accordingly. 

“I am pleased with the 
cooperative attitude 
demonstrated by Gary 
Toney and the leadership of 
USA Boxing” Schultz 
said. 

“It will help us to get past 
this issue and to focus on 
programmes which will 
help prepare our boxers for 
the (2000) Olympic Games 
in Sydney and the 1999 
Pan American Games.” 


Capriati advances in Oklahoma City 


•.OKLAHOMA... .CITY,.. 
Oklahoma. (R) — Fifth 
seed Jennifer Capriati 
shook off another slow start 
Thursday before storming 
into the quarter-finals of the 
IGA Tennis Classic. 

The former teenage sensa- 
tion, now 20-years -old. fell 
behind 0-3 in the first set to 
Kyoka Nagatsuka of Japan 
before rallying for a 6-3 6-2 
victory in a second round 
match 

Capriati earned a quarter- 
final meeting with top-seed- 
ed Olympic champion 
Lindsay Davenport 

Third seed Kimberly Po 


aJ f 


/n v* 


2 bedrooms luxury apartment across from 
Amra Hotel. Furnished or unfurnished. 
Great View 

For more information: Cali 5523257 
Mr. Ibrahim. 


fellow 

American Lisa Raymond" 
also moved into the quar- 
ters, as did semi-retired vet- 
eran Pam Shriver. 

The 19th-ranked Po easily 
dismissed local favourite 
Lindsay Lee 6-1 6-4 and 
will next face compatriot 
Sandra Cade. 

Raymond, ranked 26th, 
stopped AJexia Dechaume- 
Balleret of France 6-4 6-3 to 
set up a quarter-final with 
shriver. 

The 34-year-old Shriver, 
who rarely plays singles 
anymore, advanced with a 
6-4 6-3 win over Canadian 
Rene Simpson. 

** I’m probably ending a 
19-vear (singles) career 


. here. soitjs nice to get two 
wins and' get into the'quar- 
ter-finals,” Shriver said. “ 
I’ve made no future plans to 
play singles again on the 
corel WTA tour.” 

Capriati, now ranked 27th 
in the second year of her 
comeback, got off lo a simi- 
larly slow start in her first 
round match before turning 
her game up a few notches 
“ I’ve been a slow starter 
this week.” said Capriati, 
who beat Davenport in the 
semifinals of the Sydney 
International in Australia 
last month. 

” It takes me a while to get 
into it. It's a mental thing. I 
have to be ready for the first 
point,” she said 


Agassi, Washington fall in Memphis 


MEMPHIS (R) — It 
appears Andre Agassi made 
the right decision pulling 
out of the recent U.S. Davis 
Cup tie against Brazil after 
the second seed was 
srunned by the South 
American nation's top 
player ar the St. Jude 
Tennis Tournament on 
Wednesday. 

Brazilian Gustavo 

Kuerten, ranked 83rd in the 
world, look advantage of a 
hot serve and Agassi's ten- 
der ankle to dump the for- 
mer World No. 1 6-4 6-2 in 
65 minutes on a day of sec- 
ond-round upsets in 
Memphis. 

Fourth-seed Wimbledon 
runner-up Malivai 

Washington, also slowed 
by injury he suffered in 
winning u Davis Cup sin- 
gles match against Brazil, 
dropped a 7-6 (10-8) 6-3 
decision to 1 OSth-ranked 
Argentinian Javier Frana. 

In other second-round 
upsets. Germany’s Alex 
Radulescu beat sixth seed 
Jason Stoltenberg of 
Australia, Armenian Sargis 
Sargsian ousted ninth-seed- 
ed American Alex O’Brien, 
Guillaume Raoux of 
France knocked out 14th 
seed Mark Woodforde of 
Australia, and Jeff Tarango 
bounced 1 6th-seeded fel- 
low American Vince 
Spadea. 

AH the seeded players 
had received first-round 
byes and were seeing their 



Malivai Washington 

first action of the tourna- 
ment. 

Two time champion Todd 
Martin, the third seed, 
escaped the fate of so many 
of his seeded brethren by 
taking out .American qualif- 
er Bry an Shelton 6-4 6-4. 

Bui the performance of 
the 20- year-old Kuenen 
was the revelation of the 


night. 

The Brazilian belied IS 
aces, won 29 ol 32 first 
sene points and did not 
commit a single double 
fault. 

"For me. this was pretly 
nice,” Kuerten said. "One 
year ago I was silling by 
my TV at home watching 
(Agassi) play." 


Kuerten was also match- 
ing Agassi groundstroke 
for groundstroke and blast- 
ing winners by the 
American star even before 
Agassi rc-spraincd his 
ankle in the second vet. 

With the Brazilian lead- 
ing 6-4 3-1. the match was 
halted for about 10 minute* 
while ATP tour trainer Bill 
Norris taped and examined 
Agassi's ankle before 
clearing him to continue. 

Agassi, who also lost 
here in the second round 
last year, skipped the povt- 
muich interview and head- 
ed to a local hospital to 
have the ankle further 
examined, tournament offi- 
cials said. 

Washington, who won 
here in 1992, was severely 
limited in his mobility due 
to the effects of tendinitis 
of the knee that forced him 
to pull out of lasr week's 
San Jose tournament. 

“1 ju.st wasn't able to do 
what I wanted to out there." 
he said. "I'\e been strug- 
gling with my knee since 1 
came back from Brazil, but 
you have to play through 
some injuries" 

Despite his limitations. 
Washington found himself 
serving for first set at 5-3. 
But lie failed to hold and 
then lost a long, grueling 
tie -breaker before falling 
behind 5-0 in the second tv' 
the Areentine. 


Do not be dazzled by stars, 
Grobbelaar match-fixing trial told 


WINCHESTER (R) — 
Jurors in Britain’s soccer 
match-fixing trial were 
warned on Thursday not to 
be dazzled by the “star 
quality” of the defendants. 

They should not be 
swayed by the good looks, 
wealth, fame or charm of 
any of the three footballers 
on trial, said chief prose- 
cutor Richard Calven- 
Smith, summing up in the 
six- week trial. 

“It is impossible not to 
be aware of the extra factor 
in this case — star quality, 
if you like,” said Calvert 
Smith. 

“Even the court adminis- 
tration has been infected 
by it," he said noting that 
the voice over the intercom 
summoning the court each 
morning called the case of 
“Grobbelaar and others." 

Former Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar. 
former Wimbledon goal- 


keeper Hans Segers and 
former Aston Villa and 
Wimbledon striker John 
Fashanu and are charged 
with conspiring to throw 
matches in Britain's pre- 
mier league. 

.-•A Malaysian business- 
man Hehg Suan Lim is 
accused of paying the 
goalkeepers, through 
Fashanu, to rig the match- 
es on behalf of a group of 
wealthy Asian gamblers. 

The four deny the 
charges, saying they were 
merely forecasting results. 

“In fact the case is that of 
lim and others.. .The domi- 
nant partner in this 
arrangement was Mr Lim.” 
said Cal vert-Smith. 

The prosecution has 
amassed mountains of 
bank evidence and tele- 
phone billing records 
which show that the four 
defendants were in con- 
stant telephone contact. 


especially on the days of 
big matches. 

Shortly after matches, 
Grobbelaar and Segers 
would pay large cash sums 
into their bank accounts. 

Both defendants say the 
money was either for fore- 
casting matches, which 
although not illegal, is 
against English Football 
Association rules, or from 
other business ventures. 

Their defence lawyers 
have shown video footage 
of the soccer matches 
queried by the prosecu- 
tion. but Calven-Smith 
said these were unlikely to 
have offered proof of inno- 
cence. 

"Of course. if 
Mr.Grobbelaar had in front 
of an audience of millions 
watched as a ball travelled 
slowly across the grass, 
through his legs, and over 
the line three times at a 
match at St James' Park. 


we would have shown you 
a video to show he 
attempted to fix the 

match." said Culvert- 

Smith. 

"There is a limit to what 
they can do in front of 
50.000 people and a TV 
audience of millions." he 
added. 

The case against 

Grobbelaar depends heavi- 
ly on the evidence of his 
former business partner. 
Chris Vincent, who helped 
secretly to record a conver- 
sation in which 
Grobbelaar said he had 
lost thousands of pounds 
by "accidentally" saving 
goals in one match. 

"This case is about cor- 
ruption." he said. 
“Corruption relies for it’s 
discovery on whistle- 
blowers." said Calven- 
Smith. 


REQUIRED 

English teacher - native speaker 
To give private English 
language tutoring to a 
Jordanian woman 

Tel: (634707) 



One bedroom, one sitting and dining room, 
complete kitchen and bathroom, central heating 
and separate telephone. 

Location: Near Aramex. 

For further information, please call Tel.: 
680131 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quality) - 2 Bedrooms- 
Flrep^ :9 - Telephone - Garage. 

Monthly Rent: U.S.$ 1 ,200 including 
water, electricity and heating. 

Tel. /Fax : 847200 


Dr. Ala Uddin Toukan 


Specialist in Gastrointestinal 
and Liver Diseases. 


Is pleased to announce the inauguration 
of his Private Clinic in the 
Han:* Medical Building, Jabel Amman, 
Fifth Circle, next to The Arab Centre 
for Heart and Special Surgery. 

From 9 am - 1 pm 3 - 6.30 pm 

Telephone No : 863099 



SHOP®* 

phone 11 


OP&SH 

THE LEADING FOOD EMPORIUM 


JUST ARRIVED 

FROM GERMANY 



DHXjygjjy . 



FRESH COLD CUTS 


5 


BIG VARIETIES OF COLD CUTS 


TURKEY BREAST 21 .500 KILO . 

TURKEY BREAST WITH TRUFFLE 15.000 KILO 
HAM BLACKY AND BLONDY 17.500 KILO. 



-Si 




i. -Th, \ >. V 


OPEN DAILY 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM 
: 625140 / 623427 amman jab al el wedbdMJBS 



The Modern 
Schools 


RL - RSRIYYR aipJI ifiijUi 


seek highly qualified teachers: 

1. For IGCSE & GCE’ O & A level programs 
Subjects: 

Arabic - English - French - Islamic Religion - 
Mathematics - General Sciences - Biology - 
Economics - History - Geography. 

2. For Grades 1 -3 

3. For KG 

4. For counselling 

Distinguished experience and excellent English are 
required. 

Application forms are obtained at the school building 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 


Khalda - Zahri St. 

P.O. Box 1002 - Amman 11821 
Telefax 837267 / 837859 
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Abu Ghneim colony aims 
at strangling Arab East 
Jerusalem — Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies’) — Palestinians 
say they are ready ro give 
their all to srop a new' Jewish 
settlement which would seal 
a "ring of settlements" 
around Arab East Jerusalem 
and cut it off from the rest of 
the West Bank. 

“We've lost a lot of fights 
agains; settlements, but this 
next one will be a harsh one 
that we cannot afford to 
lose." said Mohammad 
Jadallah, a member of the 
Palestinian Land Defence 
Committee. 

"If Israel decides to go 
ahead with building" at the 
site, which Israelis call Har 
Homa. "the Palestinian 
response will be hard and 
violent,” he told AFP. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is pre- 
pared to give a green light to 
build 6.500 new Jewish 
homes at although he has 
delayed making the decision 
until next week, his advisers 
said 

The settlement is to be 
built on 185 hectares of 
Arab land confiscated by 
Israel in 1991 on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. a hill which domi- 
nates the route between East 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem to 
the south. 

“If Har Homa is imple- 
mented it will close off the 
southeast side of East 
Jerusalem. It's part of a wall 
of settlements and Israeli 
construction entirely encir- 
cling East Jerusalem." said 
settlement expert Khalil 
Tufakji. 

Mr. Tufakji, who monitors 
settlement activity for the 
Orient House, the unofficial 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) head- 
quarters in East Jerusalem, 
showed a map where the 
blue of Israeli construction 
closes around the yellow 
marking older Arab neigh- 
bourhoods. 


“Building on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim will separate access 
from East Jerusalem from 
Bethlehem and the sur- 
rounding villages and from 
the West Bank in general;' 
he said. 

Villages around 

Bethlehem will also be 
closed on one side by Har 
Homa and on the other by 
settlements further south in 
the West Bank “meaning 
they will have no room for 
future expansion,” he said. 

A neighbourhood on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim would connect 
with two other planned set- 
tlements, Givat Arba and 
Givat Hamatos, which along 
with the existing neighbour- 
hood Gilo would completely 
cover Jerusalem’s southern 
face to Bethlehem. 

Land confiscations for 
Givat Arba have been held 
up in Israeli courts, but set- 
tlement at Givat Hamatos 
has already started with the 
installing of trailers for resi- 
dents ahead of building. 

Building 6,500 housing 
units on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
would bring in 20.000 to 

30.000 Jewish residents, 
"which would completely 
overturn the demographics 
in Jerusalem," Mr. Tufakji 
said. 

Since 1967, the Israeli 
government has built some 

40.000 homes for Jews in 
Arab East Jerusalem in 10 
settlements built on the 
northern and southern sides 
of the city. It has never built 
any homes for Palestinians, 
human rights groups say. 

To the east of the city 
stands the settlement Maale 
Adumim and a planned ring 
highway around Jerusalem 
would cut off Palestinian 
expansion in that direction. 
Mr. Tufakji said. 

Mr. Jadallah dismissed 
claims by Netanyahu aides 
that money for homes for 
Palestinians would also be 


released with the eventual 
decision to build Har Homa. 
This is just to ease world 
opinion,” he said. 

The Israeli housing min- 
istry said in May 1995 that it 
would build housing for the 
Palestinian population, but 
the projects have never 
materialised. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has urged 
international backers of the 
Middle East peace process 
to force Israel to abide by the 
accords it has signed, amid 
the row over Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“I am looking for the co- 
sponsors, America and 
Russia, the European Union 
and those who signed the 
agreement in the White 
House to protect the peace 
which they have signed" Mr. 
Arafat told Turkish televi- 
sion channel TRT in an 
interview on Thursday. 

"Patience has limits," said 
Mr. Arafat, who was on a 
one-day visit to Ankara for 
meetings with Turkish offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel 
of laying a “siege they are 
insisting on following up 
against the Palestinian peo- 
ple” and breaking accords 
establishing Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Turkey’s Islamist prime 
minister. Necrnettin 

Erbakan, backed Mr, Arafat. 
“Jerusalem is an issue not 
just for the Palestinian peo- 
ple but for all the Muslim 
world,” he told reporters 
before talks with the PLO 
leader. 

Mr. Arafat also held talks 
with President Suleyman 
Demire 1 on Turkey’s contri- 
bution to the peace process. 
Turkey last week sent 17 sol- 
diers to the West Bank town 
of Hebron as part of a multi- 
national monitoring force. 


Mubarak: Tourabi responsible 
for all suffering of Sudanese 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Sudan's par- 
liamentary speaker. Sheikh 
Hass an AI Tourabi. was 
responsible for all the suffer- 
ing in Sudan. 

“The current regime will 
not Iasi long: Sudan suffers 
from hunger and an eco- 
nomic collapse," Mr. 
Mubarak said in an interview 
to be published by three 
Lebanese weeklies on 
Friday. 

Mr. Mubarak, however, 
opposed any partition of 
Egypt's southern neighbour. 

"Sudan's partitioning will 
bring more violence, and the 
biggest mistake will be to 
work for such an end. 
Sudan’s unity is the most 
important element concern- 
ing the stability of this deli- 
care region." he said. 

Mr. Mubarak reiterated his 
accusations holding Sudan 
responsible for the attempt 
against his lire in 1995 in 
Addis Abeba. 

“Tourabi pretends to ignore 
everything concerning the 
assassination attempt. 
However. 10 days ago. he 
admitted that some (people 
who look part in the opera- 
tion) sought refuge in 
Sudan.” he said. 

"Sudan still hosts terrorists 

whom he sends us through 
the eastern desen. When 
they are arrested, they admit 
during interrogation that 
they were trained in Sudan," 
he said. New* U.N. report on 
the launch of an air embargo 
against Sudan, which has 
been accused of sponsoring 
international terrorism, is 
completed, u U.N. official 
said Thursday. 

U.N. Secretary -General 
Kofi .Annan “will make (the 
report) available early next 
week." spokesman Fred 
Eckhaid told a press confer- 
ence in New York. 

Sudan has been under U.N. 
diplomatic sanctions since 
last May for refusing to 
extradite three suspects in the 
assassination attempt on Mr. 
Mubarak. 

Khartoum says the three 


radicals are not on its territo- 
ry. 

Last August, the Security 
Council agreed to ban inter- 
national flights by Sudan 
Airways, proposing to meet 
in November to set a start 
date for the embargo. 

The council has postponed 
this discussion as several 
countries, including Russia, 
are concerned about the 
embargo’s impact on the 
maintenance of Sudan 
Airways planes and humani- 
tarian operations in southern 
Sudan. 

France wants a fixed term 
for the embargo while 
Washington and London say 
it should have no time limit 
like the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq and Libya. 

Egypt has been lobbying 
council members furiously to 
apply a permanent embargo, 
for which it voted last 
August 

A New York based human 
rights group said Friday a 
Sudanese military tribunal 
was conducting a secret trial 
of 21 alleged coup plotters in 
Khartoum. 

In a letter to Sudanese 
President Lieutenant- 
General Omar A l Bashir, 
Human Rights Watch said 
the trial, widespread arrests 
by security agents and 
reported torture reflected 
how the human rights situa- 
tion hod worsened in the last 
few months. 

It said the accused, known 
as "the Port Sudan defen- 
dants.” included 10 civilians, 
seven of whom were never in 
the military, and they went 
on trial at military intelli- 
gence headquarters this 
month. 

Human Rights Watch said 
the procedures in the secret 
trial made "a mockery of jus- 
tice" as the defendants had 
no rights to defence lawyers 
in a tribunal that was not 
legally qualified. 

It said before last year most 
similar trials of alleged coup 
plotters took place in civilian 
courts except for the execu- 
tion of 28 military officers in 
1990 following a summary 


trial. 

Human Rights Watch said 
Gen. Bashir’s government 
was apparently relying on 
secret military tribunals 
because convictions and 
heavier sentences were more 
likely than in civilian courts. 

Sudan’s labour leader has 
called for an Arab summit to 
discuss the situation in east 
Sudan and urged Egypt to 
adopt policies serving the 
interests of the two countries, 
the press reported Friday. 

Taj Alsir Abdoun, who was 
reelected by the 13th confer- 
ence as president of the 
workers federations, told Al- 
Sudan Al-Hadith newspaper 
that the calls were made at a 
meeting in Khartoum 
Thursday. 

“We called for an Arab 
summit to discuss acts of 
aggression on Sudan by 
nations that serve interna- 
tional Zionist interests,*’ Mr. 
Abdoun was quoted as say- 
ing. 

The unions denounced the 
Sudanese opposition abroad, 
saying it was “fully respon- 
sible” for the capture of the 
eastern border towns of 
Kurmuk and Qeissan by 
“agitating arrogant powers 
and neighbouring countries 
against Sudan.” he said. 

They also urged all work- 
ers in Sudan to head to the 
battlefront 

to support the war effort in 
eastern Sudan, he said. 

Sudan's National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA), 
which groups the northern 
opposition and southern 
rebels, launched an offensive 
on eastern Sudan in Jan. in a 
bid to overthrow the govern- 
ment in Khartoum. 

Sudan is accusing Ethiopia 
and Eritrea of helping the 
rebels, a charge they have 
both denied. 

The unions, meanwhile, 
urged Egypt to “assume a 
genuine position that serves 
the two peoples of the Nile 
valley” and to ban the activ- 
ities of the Cairo-based 
Sudanese Workers 

Federation. Mr. Abdoun 
said. 
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RELIEF FOR IRAQIS: A boat loaded with food and medical supplies arrives at Um Qasr port of the southern Iraqi 
city of Basra from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Thursday. The boat, called "The First Mercy Trip," is loaded 
with nearly SI million worth of food and medicine as a gift from the UAE to the sanction-hit country. It is the sec- 
ond shipment by UAE volunteers in two months following the first delivery in January. More "mercy shipments 
will be conducted in the future, according to UAE organisers (Reuters photo) 


Ekeus begins new mission 
with discussions with Aziz 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — U.N. disarma- 
ment envoy Rolf Ekeus met Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz here Friday in his probe 
to determine whether Iraq is hiding banned 
long-range missiles and other weapons. 

It was the second Ekeus-Aziz encounter 
since the chairman of the U.N. special com- 
mission (UNSCOM) tasked with disarming 
Iraq started his mission on Thursday. 

The official news agency 1NA said Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ai Sahaf and the oil 
minister. General Ameer Rasheed. also took 
part in the meeting as they did on the previ- 
ous day. But it gave no details on their talks. 

A third round of talks was to be held later 
Friday, it said. 

A U.N. official said that Mr. Ekeus, a for- 
mer Swedish diplomat, would discuss "all 
the weapons files, particularly missiles and 
chemical weapons” during his three-day 
visit 

Mr. Ekeus said after his last trip to 
Baghdad in December that he suspected Iraq 
was hiding more than the six to 16 missiles 
previously estimated. 

The Pentagon accused Iraq earlier this 
month of concealing up to 25 ballistic mis- 
siles in violation of U.N. resolutions passed 
after the 1991 Gulf war over Kuwait 

An Iraqi newspaper said Friday that Iraq 
had provided the United Nations with all the 
information it wanted on long-range missiles 
and other weapons and accused the interna- 
tional body of unfairly keeping sanctions in 
place. 

AI Thawra, which is published by Iraq’s 
ruling Baalh Party, said: "Iraq is not hiding 
missiles or information, as Mr. Ekeus claims 


or thinks, and we are not responsible if he 
does not believe what we have told him.” 

The editorial accused him of "prolonging 
the suffering” of the Iraq people by refusing 
to conclude that Iraq has fulfilled its pledge 
to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction. 

The U.N. Security Council imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq after Iraqi invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. The sanctions prevent Iraq 
from selling oil, its economic mainstay, until 
it has destroyed its weaponry. 

Last month. Mr. Ekeus said Iraq was sus- 
pected of having transporters, launchers, 
support systems, rockets, and fuel weapons, 
"every piece of what is necessary to consti- 
tute an operational (missile) force." 

He said UNSCOM remained concerned 
about biological weapons, with Iraq sus- 
pected of concealing "more sophisticated 
bombs than what they have declared to us," 
including spraying devices. 

In. December, Mr. Ekeus. also failed to per- 
suade Baghdad to allow his inspectors to 
remove missile engines for analysis in the 
United States, and said he would raise the 
issue again during his next trip. 

Since November. Iraq has blocked the 
removal of the missile engines which 
UNSCOM officials dug up. 

Although Iraq unearthed debris from four 
destroyed missile engines under U.N. 
supervision in December, the United Nations 
said it was not enough. 

A U.N. source here added that a U.N. 
inspection team here since Feb. 6 bad found 
a "small piece from a missile engine." 


Lebanon 


U.S. court shuts down 
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Internet sex sites on 
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telephone scam charges 


Israeli raid 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring the ceasefire in 
South Lebanon has con- 
demned Israeli shelling 
which killed a woman last 
week and wounded two 
other Lebanese civilians. 

The monitoring group, 
composed of representa- 
tives from France, Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States, “unanimous- 
ly condemned the shelling 
on Feb. 18.” in a statement 
to the media issued 
Thursday. 

The committee expressed 
“serious concern” at the 
killing of Naamah Hallal 
33. by a shell which fell 
near her house in Habush in 
the Iqlim AJ Tuffah region 
near the port city of Sidon. 
•Another woman and a 
man were wounded in the 
shelling of Habush and the 
villages of Arab Salim and 
Kfar Roummane. 

The Israelis said the attack 
“was in self-defence against 
launching sites in the vil- 
lages," according to the 
committee’s statement, 
issued after two days of 
meetings. 

This is the fourth time that 
Israel has been blamed for 
bombardments which killed 
or wounded civilians in 
South Lebanon since the 
committee was set up in 
August following the April 
26 truce accord which 
ended an Israeli offensive 
against Hizboliah in South 
Lebanon. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A U.S. federal court has order of 
three Internet sites closed following a complaint that users had 
unwittingly run up huge phone bills to a number in Moldava while 
seeking pornographic pictures. 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), said it had won a 
restraining order from a U.S. district court in New York halting 
an elaborate sc3m in which thousands of consumers incurred hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in international calls. 

The complaint, lodged after consumers and parents contested 
their phone bills, targeted five enterprises and individuals doing 
business as electronic forms management on web sites 
www.beavisbuohead.com. www.sexygjrls.com and 
www. I adult.com. 

According to the FTC, users who visited one of the sites first 
had to download a special viewer programme known as 
"DavitLExe." But during the operation, the commission charged, 
the programme disconnected their computers from their Internet 
service provider and reconnected them to a phone number in 
Moldava. formerly par^of the Soviet Union. 

The so-called "Trojan borse" software programme also turned 
off modem speakers so that consumers could hear neither the dis- 
connect nor the international dialing. 

The FTC charged that even after users left the site and went on 
to other Internet or word-processing activities they continued to 
incur international calling charges of more than $2 a minute. 

Only after they shut down their computers were users discon- 
nected 

"We’re talking about a high-tech fraud that threatenes traffic on 
the information superhighway," said FTC Director of Consumer 
Protection Jodie Bernstein. 

"The software programme used by the defendants risks con- 
sumers' sense of security about using the Internet." 

Ms. Bernstein thanked AT and T for its cooperation in the case. 
But the company’s corporate security manager. Richard Fetillo, 
made clear that AT and T was counting on users to pay up. 

"Ultimately we expea all consumers to pay their bills,” he raid 
the Will Street Journal. 

The FTC said the defendants made money on the deal when 
they were paid by the foreign telephone carrier to which the inter- 
national calls were assigned 

Users woe in fact connected to' a site in Canada but were 
charged at rates for Moldova, according to the complaint 

The commission said dm until Jan. 27 consumers had been told 
they could view the material for free. After that according to the 
FTC the defendants informed visitors to the sites they would be 
connected to Moldova but did not add that the international 
charges would continue to apply once they went on to other activ- 
ities. 

Lawyers for the defendants nonetheless insisted that consumers 
had been adequately informed of the charges they would absorb. 


Peres says 
Habad sect 
spreading 
'evil and 
hatred in 
Israel' 


TEL AVIV (R) — . Israeli 
opposition leader Shimon 
Peres has blasted an 
Australian billionaire and 
the ultra-orthodox Jewish 
Habad sect for spreading 
“evil and hatred" by 
bankrolling settlement of 
occupied Arab lands. 

Habad in reaction 
accused Mr. Peres of 
incitement against it 
because of political differ- 
ences. 

“Gutnick — he comes 
to pass out funds in order 
to argue, to spread evil 
and hatred, like all Habad 
now” Mr. Peres told stu- 
dents at the religious Bar- 
Ilan University in Tel 
Aviv in remarks broadcast 
on Thursday by Israel 
Radio. 

Mining mogul Joseph 
Gutnick. 44, a Habad 
adherent, has privately 
funded building in Jewish 
settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

Habad, a worldwide 
movement devoted to 
bringing Jews to orthodox 
observance, says Israel’s 
handing any land to Arabs 
“endangers” the Jewish 
state. 

Habad in Israel backed 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
against then Ffrime 
Minister Peres in elec- 
tions last May. Mr. 
Netanyahu defeated Mr. 
Peres, who won a Nobel 
Peace Prize for deals 
handing parts of the West 
Bank to Palestinian rule, 
by less than a percentage 
point. 

“What Peres is doing is 
incitement against Habad. 
Apparently something is 
defective with his democ- 
ratic outlook. In his eyes, 
whoever does not agree 
with his political line is 
illegitimate.” Habad Israel 
spokesman Menachem 
Brod said. 
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Brain tumour 
removed from Taylor 

LOS ANGELES (.API— A. 
benign brain tumour was 
removed from behind the 
left ear of Elizabeth Taylor 
in a three-hour operation. 
The actress, a two-time 
Academy Award-winner, 
was expected to recover 
fully. The tumour was dis- 
covered during a routine; 
brain scan Feb. 3. A large 
group of fans, reporters and 
TV cameras awaited out- 
side the hospital for news of 
Taylor, who turns 65 next 
week. Her four children 
were also on hand 
Thursday. 

Mandela, ex-wife 
appear together 

SOWETO, South Africa 
tAP) — A potentially 
thorny moment passed 
smoothly when President 
Nelson Mandela’s ex-wife. 
Winnie, showed up at a cer- 
emony attended by 
Mandela and his compan- 
ion. It was the first time all 
three were seen at the same 
public function. Mandela* 
and Grucu Machel sat- 
together on a podium for the 
ceremony Thursday kicking 
off Mandela's campaign to 
promote education in South 
Africa. Winnie Madikizelu- 
Mandela sat three seats 
from Mandela. She and 
Mandela didnot speak and 
hardly looked at each other. 
Madikizela-Mandela and 
Machel also had no contact. 

Scare at ‘Evita* 
screening 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — ■ 
Police cleared a downtown 
theatre after someone set off 
an insecticide bomb us the 
audience watched the pre- 
miere .of Alan Parker's' 
“Evita.” There were no 
injuries or arrests, police 
said. Insecticide bombs arc 
used to fumigate houses, 
movie, which depicts the 
life of Argentina’s former 
first lady Eva Peron. has 
sparked controversy in a 
country where many people 
strongly admire the late 
wife of former President 
Juan Peron. 


Hardup Romania 
to give Chirac 
‘very special' gift 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Romania's cash-strapped 
parliament will offer French 
President Jacques Chirac a 
cheap but "very special” 
gift when he was to visit 
Friday, officials said here. 
Ion Diaconescu. the 
Romanian parliament’s 
speaker, had a budget of 
only 500.000 lei (about 
S60) to get Chirac a gift, the 
officials said, adding, how- 
ever that the present was to 
“very special.” Romania is 
suffering under an austerity 
programme aimed ar mod- 
ernising its struggling econ- 
omy. And the parliament 
has recently set stiff limits 
on its own spending. 


New Yorkers 
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